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Introduction 
 
At Weeting Primary School, handwriting is seen an essential skill in the quest to spell and 
write fluently, confidently and competently. We teach one style of handwriting so that 
children are able to present their work to the highest standard. Our aim is that all children’s 
writing can be read easily, and accurately, by any audience in school or in the wider 
community.   
 
The Handwriting Journey 
 
The journey to a fully joined handwriting approach starts in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
where children are taught printed handwriting, focusing on correct letter formation, with 
lead outs from these.  As the children move into Year 1, printed handwriting is further 
developed to include lead ins and lead outs to individual letters.  From Year 2 onwards 
children are taught fully joined handwriting. 
 
A joined handwriting style links kinaesthetic ‘muscle memory’ with the relationship between 
the sounds of our speech and the letter shapes, letter groupings and whole written words. 
Our approach to the teaching of handwriting, focuses on accuracy of letter formation, rather 
than speed. At the start of their handwriting journey, we liken the emphasis on correct 
formation to the process of drawing, where accuracy and detail are keys to success. 
 
The Handwriting Style 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage and Year 1 
 

 
 
 
 



Year 2 and Key Stage 2 
 
As children progress, the handwriting style introduces two main joins – a diagonal join which 
starts on the writing line and a washing line join (or smile join).  The joins are very important 
for spacing letters evenly and children are taught that there must be a clear ‘join’ between 
all the letter shapes.  The children are taught to think carefully about which part of each 
letter is the letter shape and which part of the letter is the join.  
 
At first, all lower case letters are taught as discrete (separate) shapes starting with the 
pencil/pen point on the writing line to form the diagonal lead in stroke. The children are also 
taught to think carefully about the letters they write and the join each letter needs in whole 
words. 
 
All upper case, or capital letters, are simple print letter shapes which do not join other 
letters. The children are taught that capital letters start from the top, just below the upper 
writing line. 
 

 
 
Software from www.cursivewriting.org reflects both the printed and joined up style and is 
used to model writing on class interactive whiteboards. 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.cursivewriting.org/


Number Formation  

 
The focus on number formation is to ensure consistency of number presentation throughout 
the school.  
 
Number formation will be practised in the EYFS and KS1. Additional support on number 
formation in KS2 can be supplemental to handwriting practice or as part of individual 
support programmes.    
 
Where work completed in maths books shows incorrect number formation, a focus should 
be placed on practice of the specific numbers that are incorrectly formed.  Dotted 
formations to trace may be used to support this as needed.   
 
Number formation to use 

 
   This shows the starting point for all numbers.  

 

   This shows the direction the pencil should travel when forming each number. 

 

The following forms should not be used in written work: 

 This form is often confused with a 7. 



 These variations of 4 should not be used. The first two forms are 
not defined enough, and the final form can be easily confused with the letter ‘y’. 
 
The Teaching of Handwriting 
 
Children are taught how to use a tripod grip to write effectively and efficiently They are 
reminded to hold their pencil at the end of the painted part. 
 
Desks and chairs are matched to the correct height of the children so that they are able to 
maintain a good sitting posture.  They are encouraged to rest their writing hand on the 
paper, below the words being written so that the words are not obscured.  Children may tilt 
their paper slightly to the right (if right handed) or to the left (if left handed) to increase 
comfort. Their other hand should be used to keep the paper secure. 
 
Children are taught to form the correct height and size of letters using standard lined paper.   
Adults model letter formation on lined flipchart paper. 
 
Joins are either a diagonal line (bottom left to top right) or a hook (like a smile or washing 
line) over from top left to top right.  Children are encouraged to write joins slowly so that 
they are forming these accurately. 
 
The loops on letters (‘y’, ‘g’, ‘j’, ‘f’) must be of a consistent size.   
 
The descenders of letters ‘f’, ‘g’, ‘j’ and ‘y’ go straight down through the writing line with a 
thin loop and continue to form the beginning of the diagonal join to the following letter. The 
diagonal join and washing line join (or smile join) need to be adjusted for writing the letter 
‘e’. 
 
Once a group of letters has been taught, children are given words, consisting of the taught 
letters, and tell the adult how to write the word. This enables the children to be clear about 
which parts are the lead ins, joins and actual letters. 
 
Children then progress on to writing sentences or a paragraph in print, placed in front of 
them and then asked to re-write it using joined handwriting. 
 
SEN support 
 
Children who experience difficulties with handwriting will be able to access additional 
support for this area of their learning. Support will be provided in line with our SEND policy. 
They will have access to additional class support from either the class teacher or teaching 
assistant during handwriting sessions. Differentiated work will be provided as appropriate. 
 
Children may also require access to handwriting aids such as pencil grips or writing slopes to 
help with motor control, pencil grip and hand strength exercises. 



 
Those who need further support will then be identified to the school SENCO. Additional 
support may be required in the form of targeted intervention, or assessment for additional 
needs that may be impacting their handwriting and/or their fine motor skills. 
 
Parents will be informed if their child requires additional support beyond in-class strategies. 
 
The Role of the Adult 
 
All staff use the same style of handwriting (either printed or joined) depending on what is 
being taught in class. This could include shared writing, modelled writing, feedback 
comments in subject books, homework books and reading records.   
 
The teaching sequence of handwriting focuses on families on letters that have the same 
starting points: 
 

 
 

These letters are formed using a diagonal line, hook over, back and round.  The formation 
consists of 3 separate points. Children need to think about, and slowly write, each of these 3 
separate points.   
 
‘q’ and ‘u’ – the letters are written together, but a spacer is still needed.  The diagonal join is 
the spacer between the ‘q’ and the ‘u’. 
 
 
 
 



 
‘t’ – the cross is from left to right and above the diagonal join. 

 
 

 
 

‘r’ – uses a washing line join. 
 



 
 

 
 

‘x’ is the only letter where the pencil is taken off after the first diagonal across in the letter to 
complete the formation. 

 



 
 
 
The teaching sequence of handwriting reflects the teaching sequence of the Sounds Write 
Initial Code: 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A handwriting patter (verbal talk) is used to model the direction and formation of letters by 
adults, and children are actively encouraged to verbalise the formation, particularly in the 
early stage of handwriting development. 
 
Suggested patter for printed letters 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Suggested patter for joined letters 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assessing Handwriting  
 
Before starting the teaching of handwriting and, at regular termly intervals, children’s 
handwriting should be assessed.  Teachers use these pieces to identify correct letter 
knowledge and use error analysis to identify next steps in the teaching sequence.  
Assessments focus on: 
  
EYFS 
What letters can the children write? 
 
KS1 
Can the children write the letters in print handwriting? 
Can they write the alphabet?  
Can they write the corresponding capital and lower case letter? 
Year 2 only 
Can the children write the letters in joined handwriting? 
 
KS2 
Can the children write the alphabet?  
Can they write the corresponding capital and lower case letter? 
Can they write, in joined handwriting, “The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy fox” 
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