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Director of Golf Update
By Carter Gerwitz

As we begin preparing for the 2027 season, I want to share several important
changes to the Wildwood Green events calendar and explain the reasoning
behind them.

Member-Guest and Watson Cup

The largest tournament-calendar change is moving the War in the Woods
Member-Guest from June to September. This decision follows consistent
player feedback, member availability, and the belief that September will
provide a more favorable time of year for weather, course conditions, and the
overall event experience.

The 2027 War in the Woods Member-Guest is scheduled for September 10–
12. Moving the War in the Woods to the fall required us to reconsider the
timing of the Watson Cup. The Watson Cup will move to the spring and is
scheduled for March 20–21.

Although holding the Watson Cup near the Presidents Cup or Ryder Cup may
seem necessary in theory, our registration history shows that the event does
not depend on that timing. The quality of the formats, the competition, and
the experience our members have created are what make the Watson Cup
successful. Moving it to the spring gives the calendar better balance and
separates it from the Member-Guest.



Member-Member formats

With the War in the Woods Member-Guest moving into the fall, having the same
format for the Fall Member-Member only 30–40 days later would create
unnecessary repetition.

The five nine-hole matches format has been well received and remains an
important part of our Member-Member program. The other two-day Spring
Member-Member event will move away from the 1 Net + 1 Gross format, which
has not been as well received by all players. The new format will feature one day
of greensomes, or modified alternate shot, and one day of best ball.

This gives the two Member-Member events more variety and creates a better
balance across the tournament schedule.

Club Championship changes

The Club Championship will become a four-day event, scheduled for August 5–8.
Each division will only play two days and for many, the event will feel just the
same. The age classifications are also being updated to better reflect the
members participating in each division.

The new structure will be:

Men’s Super Senior: 70 and older, moving down from the previous 75-and-
older classification
Men’s Legends: 75 and older, a new classification
Women’s Legends: 70 and older, a new classification
Men’s Senior: 55 and older, moving down from 60 and older
Men’s Overall, Men’s White, Men’s Net, Women’s Overall, and Women’s Net
all remain the same as previous editions.

The Men’s Super Senior, Men’s Legends, and Ladies Legends divisions will play
Thursday and Friday. The Men’s Overall, Men’s White, Men’s Senior, Men’s Net,
Women’s Overall, and Women’s Net divisions will play Saturday and Sunday.

The Women’s Legends division will be divided into gross and net competitions,
consistent with the structure already used for the Women’s Overall division.



Other tournament changes

Match Play qualifying will expand to three designated qualifying dates. Players
must qualify on one of those dates, with no outside qualifying opportunities.
We hope this allows the bracket to grow to 32 teams and allow us to keep
scoring conditions equivalent throughout qualifying, depending on
participation.

The Tournament of Champions will be held in 2027 and will alternate every
other year with the Wildwood Green Memorial Event. Both tournaments will
become biennial, giving each event more distinction while creating room for
other major member events during the year.

League scheduling and member access

Our league schedule also needs to reflect how much Wildwood Green has
changed.

In 2019, the club had approximately 395 memberships. Today, we have more
than 700 memberships and more than 1,000 individuals connected to those
memberships. League play remains an important part of Wildwood Green, but
we must balance organized league reservations with the demand from
members who want to play outside of league events. 

Beginning in 2027, each league will have two designated playing days per
week under the same general scheduling framework. The Gaggle will move
from three days to Monday and Wednesday.

League start times will also move later to help alleviate some weekday
morning tee time stresses. The WildOats and WildFlowers will begin
approximately two and a half hours after the first tee time. Gaggle will begin
two and a half hours after the first tee time or 10:00 a.m., whichever is later.
On Mondays from April through October, Gaggle will begin at 1:00 p.m.
because of Monday Maintenance.



These changes give each league a consistent opportunity to operate while
preserving more tee-time access for the membership as a whole. Player
counts for WildFlowers, WildOats, and Gaggle are close to final, but I will
continue monitoring participation and demand through November before
making final decisions.

The Gaggle and WildOats will also work towards reestablishing basic league
structures, including an active board or president and an annual
membership and dues process. The WildFlowers and their spectacular
Board of Directors have maintained this structure, and we need the same
framework from every league receiving recurring reservations. This
provides clearer rosters, communication, leadership, and accountability for
the leagues, their participants, and the club.

I also want to recognize Mick Repanich and Ron Hanna, who have stepped
up to lead their leagues when others were not willing to take on that
responsibility. Their willingness to serve has helped keep league golf
organized and active at Wildwood Green.

CGA and TYGA events

We are retaining several important events and adding two new CGA events
in 2027.

Returning events include:

Carolinas Mid-Amateur Qualifier
CGA One-Day event
Jack Ratz Junior event through TYGA

New events include:

Carolinas Amateur Qualifier
Carolinas Dogwood Junior Match Play Championship, July 27–30



The Carolinas Amateur is the oldest CGA championship, dating back to
1910, and the Mid-Amateur is one of the association’s major amateur
championships. Their qualifying events bring strong amateur players to
Wildwood Green who are competing for an opportunity to reach those
championship fields.

The Dogwood Junior Match Play Championship is a long-running
state-level junior event that attracts talented young players from
throughout the Carolinas. It also has a direct connection to Wildwood
Green. Carter Jenkins won the Dogwood in 2012, and Michael LaSasso was
a runner-up in the event a few years before going on to win the 2025 NCAA
Division I individual championship.

These events fit the history of our club. Wildwood Green hosted a U.S.
Amateur qualifier in 2001, the CGA Ladies Four-Ball and N.C. Men’s
Amateur Qualifying Championship in 2000, and the United States Blind
Golfer National Championship in 2006. The Golf Channel televised the
North Carolina stop of its Junior Golf Tour from Wildwood Green in 2006,
and the Golf Channel Junior Tour returned to the club in 2007.
Our competitive-golf history also includes Roger Watson’s back-to-back
National PGA Club Professional Championships in 1974 and 1975.
Wildwood Green members Doc Redman, Kevin O’Connell, and Michael
LaSasso have won the U.S. Amateur, U.S. Mid-Amateur, and NCAA
Division I individual championship, respectively.

Hosting CGA and TYGA events brings strong players and families to
Wildwood Green, increases the club’s visibility throughout the Carolinas,
and continues our history of supporting competitive golf at every level.
We currently have no outside corporate or school events booked for 2027.
We still plan to limit those events to approximately 12 for the entire year as
they are scheduled about 6-7 months in advance.

The 2027 calendar reflects an effort to protect the member experience,
improve the balance between leagues and general play, provide more
variety in our tournaments, and continue building on Wildwood Green’s
history as a place where competitive golf can grow.



1st Assistant Golf Professional
By Drew Moore

Dear Members,

Our last major of the year is this month! Our Fall Member-Member will be
a two-day event, with three 9-hole matches on Saturday and two on Sunday.
We will have breakfast both days and lunch on Saturday.

Our 2027 Member Events Booklet is now available! Take a look at what we
have planned for next year. We’ve made several changes to when our Major
Events will be hosted, along with some format adjustments to both the
Spring and Fall Member-Member.

Be sure to take a look and mark your calendars for the 2027 events you
won’t want to miss!

CLICK HERE

https://www.wildwoodgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6213/2026/10/2027-Member-Events-Booklet.pdf


https://www.wildwoodgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6213/2026/10/2027-Member-Events-Booklet.pdf




 As many of you know, we are experiencing our second drought of the year,
and we are continuing to take every precautionary measure to protect the
health and long-term condition of the golf course.

Our team is monitoring our water usage closely and making thoughtful
decisions about irrigation to ensure we are using our available resources as
efficiently as possible. We remain hopeful that some much-needed rain will
arrive soon and provide relief to the course.

Normally, at this time of year, we would be preparing for the transition into
leaf season and the increased cleanup that comes with the changing
seasons. However, this year has been a little different. Rather than seeing
leaves fall primarily as a result of the normal fall transition, we are already
seeing leaves dropping due to the prolonged dry conditions.

As we move toward cooler temperatures, we have also begun raising the
height of cut on all turf areas. This is an important step in preparing the turf
for the upcoming winter months. Allowing the turf to maintain a little more
leaf tissue will help provide additional protection as temperatures continue
to drop and we eventually experience the hard freezes of winter.

While the weather has presented some challenges, we are continuing to
monitor conditions closely and adjust our practices as needed. Our goal is
to protect the course now so that we can maintain healthy turf and good
playing conditions throughout the winter and into the next growing season
.
Thank you for your patience and understanding as we work through these
unusual weather conditions. We appreciate everyone’s support as we
continue caring for the golf course.

Course Conditions Update
By Rick Durham









Coming soon for the Holidays! The VALUE ADDED Holiday Gift
Certificates will be available for purchase beginning November 15th

through December 31, 2026. Our webpage, raleighgolflessons.com, has
our Instructors page with bios and contact information, the Lesson Rate
page for pricing and lesson package options and the Shop page for you

to make a purchase on line and comment to indicate the desired
Professional. You may also contact the Professional of choice directly to

get a Gift Certificate and pay the Professional directly.

Fall and Winter is a great time to assess your game, make adjustments
to your swing or technique and have your game sharp for 2027! Contact

us today to get your game improvement started!

The Golf Academy at Wildwood Green
October 2026 Newsletter

The fall semester of Operation 36 is halfway
completed with over 155 participants, including

23 adults and 132 juniors. We are excited to have
over one third of our participants being females
which is a leading percentage in all of Operation
36. Our 2027 information will be posted for all of
our programs by early December and will include
the semester dates and the registration dates for

each program. Our webpage is
raleighgolflessons.com, go to the Adult and Junior
Operation 36 page and drop down box for all the

information.



The Golf Academy at Wildwood Green is pleased to announce that Joe
Mullen is now a Carolinas PGA Associate member as Joe continues his

education experience. Joe will be studying in the teaching and coaching
program under Director of Instruction Jimmy Hamilton. Joe will have the

opportunity to observe and learn from some of the country’s finest
teaching professionals through direct observation and attendance at

seminars gaining more knowledge to add to his base and the ability to
help more people with more ideas in playing the game. Joe will look

forward to learning more from the 5 PGA/LPGA members of the
Academy that have over 180 years experience of teaching and coaching

thousands of golfers of all ages and abilities, each of whom followed
the same path of learning from other Professionals from all over the

country!



Our Super Senior Team and Gross Team are still
battling it out in the playoffs!

Keep up the great golf, and good luck to both teams as
they continue their playoff runs!



Nick Alena

Paul Puglia

Hole: #6
Hole Location: Back

Hole: #17
Hole Location: Back

September Ace Alert

Acers Pot Winner!



October & November Monthly
Events Calendar

https://www.wildwoodgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6213/2026/09/October-Calendar-2026.pdf
https://www.wildwoodgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6213/2026/10/November-Calendar-2026.pdf


The W.G.G.C. “Ray Griffin Fore Ball” Memorial Tournament was established to honor the memory
of longtime member and beloved friend, Ray Griffin. Each year, the event serves as a tribute to
Ray’s lasting impact on Wildwood Green and celebrates the camaraderie, friendship, and love for
the game that he embodied.

Over the years, the tournament has also become an opportunity to remember the many
Wildwood Green members who are no longer with us. As we gather to compete, spend time with
friends, and enjoy the game, we also honor those who helped shape Wildwood into the special
community it is today. Their friendships, contributions, and memories remain an important part
of our club, and this event gives us the opportunity to ensure their legacy continues to be
remembered.

Format: 2-Player Best Ball (Gross & Net payouts)
Entry Fees:
$60 Members
$80 for Guest
Entry Fee Includes: Gift Certificates for winners, special contest, Keg Beer, Snacks, Bratz, and Hot
Dogs

Optional Side Games: Skins for NET & GROSS ( $40 Cash each per team)

Directions for registration:
Guest should email drew@wildwoodgreen.com to get registered
1. Click HERE and hit the “New Registration” button.
2. Search for your name in the search bar., you may also add your teammate after you enter your
name
3. Fill out the required fields like "Tees".
4. If you cannot find your name, please reach out to drew@wildwoodgreen.com for assistance.
5. When selecting your tees, simply type the color (Blue, White, Gold, Green, Red/Green, or Red).
Please
avoid using abbreviations or typing things like “Men's blue tees” or "Blue Tees."

https://www.golfgenius.com/ggid/nn3j2f/register


In 2026, we introduced a new monthly game that will be hosted on the same day
as Skins day each month.

There are many variations of SWAT formats—gross or net scoring, teams of two
or four, counting one or multiple balls—which allows clubs to tailor the
competition to their membership. Wildwood Green will use the same format as
our member-member for our monthly SWAT games (Count 1 Net & 1 Gross).
Monthly SWATs will be individual sign-ups and teams will be made via Golf
Genius.

Handicap Allowance: 100%
Format SWAT: Count 1 Net and 1 Gross (cant be the same ball)
Entry: $20 CASH

Click HERE to Register. Hit the “New Registration” button and search for your
name in the search bar.

 

https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/12420282363626440385


https://www.golfgenius.com/ggid/adzxz7/register


There are many aspects involved in maintaining a golf course.
 The superintendent has the biggest role to play, but there is immense

responsibility on the members and players of the course
 to maintain its status and improve overall conditions. The upkeep the

players on the course have during their round makes
 the job of the superintendent easier on a day-to-day basis and
 will improve conditions in the long run. Please do your part to
 ensure that our course continues to improve and be the best

 course it can. Click the picture above to learn more! 
 

https://www.wildwoodgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6213/2024/03/Member-Education.pdf


USGA Articles

5 Things You Might Not Know About Being a Golf
Course Superintendent

The Impact of More Rounds

https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/course-care/green-section-record/64/issue-16/5-things-you-might-not-know-about-being-a-golf-course-superinten.html
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/course-care/green-section-record/64/issue-16/5-things-you-might-not-know-about-being-a-golf-course-superinten.html
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/course-care/green-section-record/64/issue-17/the-impact-of-more-rounds.html


At Wildwood Green, we use top-of-the-line TrackMan technology to capture precise data
on your swing path, clubface, attack and launch angles, spin rates, ball speed, and much
more. Paired with the Mizuno Shaft Optimizer, we’re able to dial in the exact
specifications that best match your swing. With access to leading equipment brands on
site and 107 different shaft options from top manufacturers, you’ll be fit into the ideal
combination to meet your performance goals.
Unlike indoor-only fittings, you won’t be hitting off artificial turf into a screen. Our fittings
take place on the Wildwood Green Academy Teaching Tee, where you’ll feel how your
clubs interact with real turf and see the true flight of the golf ball. This real-time
feedback allows for more accurate fittings and lets you experience the performance
benefits immediately.
For wedges and putters, we move to Wildwood’s short game area, bunker, and putting
green, focusing on scoring shots that truly save strokes on and around the greens.
At Wildwood Green we also house a full club repair shop that can manage most club
alterations that you may need done to complete the fitting process and get your set
perfectly dialed to your own unique game. To inquire about any repairs or alterations
that may need completing please stop by the golf shop or email
carter@wildwoodgreen.com to see how we can help!
To inquire about getting fit at Wildwood Green, please reach out to our certified PGA
fitter Jeff Robinson who has over 25 years of fitting experience across all levels of golfers!
Be ready to fill out the form attached here below.
PGA Certified Fitter Jeff Robinson // (919) 946-6885 // jrob9er@yahoo.com
Experience the difference a truly custom set of golf clubs can do for your game and take
that first step towards lower scores and a more enjoyable experience on the course!

Click HERE for more information!
 

https://www.wildwoodgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6213/2026/03/Wildwood-Green-Custom-Fitting-Process-3.pdf


Sponsoring Member Benefit
Sponsoring members will receive a monthly credit equal to 10% of the
new member’s dues for 12 months.

The first 50 sponsoring members will be entered into a raffle to win
one year of free dues.

 
Know someone who would be a great fit at Wildwood Green? 
Copy -> Share ->Save on Dues 
1. Copy the links below 
2. Share with your friends, family or colleagues
3. Save money when you sponsor a new member

CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE & BECOME A MEMBER 

Membership Application & 12 Month Commitment 
 

https://www.wildwoodgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6213/2026/01/2026-Membership-Booklet-2.0.pdf
https://www.wildwoodgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6213/2026/01/2026-Membership-Booklet-2.0.pdf
https://www.wildwoodgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6213/2025/05/Membership-Application5162025.pdf
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