Minutes of Christian Concerns meeting May 11, 2026


The meeting was opened with a prayer to Mary to guide us in our mission to help those in need.

Fr Mathew’s Collection was sent, and the wire transfer finally went through today.   The money totaled $42,300. Broken down $17,500 went to Sarva Seva Sangh for a vehicle to use for the seminary, $17,500 for the daily needs to feed the seminary students and $7,500 for the Building fund. More originally was to go to the car/van but the Provincial Director in India said the needs were so great that spending that money for a larger vehicle was not practical at this time.

The Yellow envelope collection for Little Sisters orphanage in Kenya was $2950 as of this date. Steph shared a picture of a newborn baby who was dropped off at a hospital and brought to the orphanage, a beautiful girl who was in a paper bag with the umbilical cord still attached. We are saving precious lives.

Lynn S will continue to do bulletin articles for the rest of the year.

New Threads will be contacted by Steph so she and Megan can coordinate the number of pallets and pick up dates and where the delivery will be made in December.

St Vincent de Paul has been very busy. The pantry is seeing more patrons, and they are doing more funeral lunches (3 more this week). They are looking for more help with both of these projects.

Respect Life has also been busy lately with the baby shower and baby bottle collection for Life’s Connection and they had a “burial/memorial” at the cemetery for past miscarriages. It was discussed that due to the many young women who are having miscarriages that we should see if we could do a service for families who have had miscarriages and have Life’s Connection and other speakers who will speak of the grief and suffering that is felt after a miscarriage. It has been done at other parishes with good attendance, and it was felt there is a need in this parish for the young families. It will be discussed with Deacon Allen to bless the families in a ceremony. Rosebud organization (nation-wide Catholic group) has roses that we can give out to each one suffering. There are different colors for moms, dads, grandparents, siblings and they have suggestions for this type of event.

It was also mentioned that following the baby shower which had a different focus this time (abortion, presented by a 22 year old) a teen who was at the shower got a text from a friend in another state who was being pressured into aborting her baby. After praying for her, she found out in a later text that she was not going to abort the baby. It was discussed if we could direct the teen’s friend to groups like Life’s Connection in her state to help with this pregnancy.

The December mission trip is going to Rosebud Reservation in Montana, and they are coordinating with Fr Larry. It will be December 8-10 with packing and pick up at New Threads and the carpet place on the 7th. They will be putting a request in the bulletin and the e-blast for a parent at each school in the area who could handle the collection for kids to donate school supplies. It was also discussed that maybe more would come in if an Amazon list would be set up and people would know what to buy and could easily find items that are requested. They could then bring the items to church for packing. The Amazon items cannot be sent directly to the reservation, however. These items would include baby wipes and formula requested by the staff at the reservations. It will be a 26 ft truck, so it needs to be filled up.

The next meeting is on September 14, 2026


Submitted by Lynn Schweiger
