Christian Mission Committee minutes March 9, 2026

Opened with a prayer by Jacyntha which focused on trusting God as we try to plan how to help others.

January/February Yellow envelopes collection for Fr Mathew totals include extra money donated for a $29,000 car for the seminary to use. These amounts will be wired to India when all the money comes in.

2026 Mission trip is still being planned with discussions for the size of the truck, dates, amount of pallets and the destination. There have been productive discussions with New Threads on numbers of pallets of clothing and Airoldi Trucking for the size of the truck. It was discussed that the alternating of reservations would serve more people, but the needs are so great all over that it is hard to decide what works best.

Clothing collection for the trip is continuing by parish members. Mary Batzner was able to work with Catholic Charities on getting a large amount of Lands’ End coats for future trips as well. We will continue to work with St Charles parish to take their donations to the reservations.

The March/April yellow envelopes are for Little Sisters of St. Francis and their Kenyan projects and outreach to street children. The Children’s Home in Nambale.  Board discussed using money in the account for solar hot water heaters and ways to get electricity to wash clothes in a washing machine for the Home. It was then decided to use other money to help with the new home for boys in Nairobi to house, cloth and educate the boys including I-pads. Then other money will be going to a more rural school (ST. Padre Pio) which is very bare bones right now and will need major upgrades like a water system. The boys are encouraged to watch the construction to learn some of the skills needed to build and maintain buildings.

New Threads continues to have ladies come to sort and process clothing from the parish each month.

St Vincent de Paul and the food pantry are very supplied and are not in need of any extra monetary help for the Easter food supplies to the clients.

Respect Life group continues to struggle on getting anyone to use the new section of the cemetery for the pre-born. A brochure from Life’s Connection will be going into the bulletin and maybe on social media to advise the parish and community on the benefits of having the cemetery area for the pre-born. There will also be a baby shower on Thursday, April 16, at 6:30 for Life’s Connection. More information will be upcoming.

Stephanie will encourage her young adults and older teen groups to attend as this is the demographic age where pregnancies and miscarriages occur.
Several members of the committee will be donating money to help Stephanie attend a Catholic sex education class and become a certified teacher. This will help the teens and young adults have a source to come to in the parish if something arises.

Next meeting will be May 11 @ 11 am.
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