Christian Mission Committee Minutes September 14, 2026

The meeting was opened with a Prayer by Jacyntha.

Discussed New Threads and need to tell them how many boxes/pallets/date we would like to pick up.
Lynn will discuss with Megan or Cathy tomorrow as a group is going in the morning.

Will sign the papers needed to set up the pickup in December as Steph has tried and did not receive
any response from them. Need to discuss the size of the pallets and date of pick up.

Respect Life Committee is starting Elizabeth Ministry for our parish in October. It involves taking a prayer card to pray for people involved in pregnancy. There will be flowers in a vase to show how many picked up the prayer cards. Discussed where to put the display at each church and for how long. Starting with October for now and will see how that works at each church area. Also, the flags will be put out to show our Pro-life stance in October. They are considering just having donations for Life’s Connection instead of a Baby Shower as attendance was low and donations were still good.

SVdP and Food Pantry were noticing an increase in clients and also a switch to needing more monetary help besides just food i.e.: paying for gas, rent, and car repairs. There will be more food drives coming from different schools and other sources, but the cash donations are still needed as prices continue to rise for those on fixed incomes.

Yellow Envelope giving 2026
St Josephine Bakhita Home June $1320
St John’s Cathedral Open Door Cafe July $1845
Respect Life August $1634

Several parish members were interested in donating more to Fr Mathew through the parish but due to continuing issues with the Indian government possibly confiscating money donated to Catholic causes we tabled that to next donation cycle for them in January.

St Josephine Children’s home in Kenya is becoming more independent and selling chickens to others to support some of their needs. The Board of Directors have now seen a new need for elderly, retired Catholic sisters in Uganda who have poor housing and little food which some of the funds were directed to as well as more donations due to an article in Catholic Newspapers.

December mission trip: Giving Tree going up with both SVdP and mission trip tags (including baby wipes and diapers).

St. Charles donations are available December 6 by 12:30 packing will begin after they are picked up.
Loading the 26 ft truck will begin Monday, December 7 at New Threads and then to pack up school and other donations. Truck will leave on December 8. Some logistic things need to be sorted out for the trip as Fr. Larry, the contact person, is now in Chicago but Jacyntha will contact him for clarification.

Next meetings:
November 9, 2026
January 11, 2027
March 8, 2027
May10, 2027

Submitted by Lynn Schweiger

