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Anecdote

LOCAL ANECDOTES

"The Reverend Mr Bennet, minister of Polmont, near Falkirk, distinguished himself by his activity in the cause of the reigning prince in 1745.  His knowledge of the country and the influence which he deservedly possessed among all ranks of people, were found extremely useful in procuring forage and other accommodations to the troops, and even intelligence to their leaders, when they lay at Falkirk.  The Highlanders were collected in force at the Torwood, in the immediate neighbourhood, and were known to be preparing for battle.  Mr Bennet having observed that general Hawley was but too little sensible of the impending danger, reminded him, by quoting passages from the classics, of the imprudence of too much despising an enemy.  Hawley replied that certainly such a naked rabble would never dare to attack his veterans, who had stood the brunt of Fontenoy.

"You are quite mistaken," said Mr Bennet, "that rabble, as you call them, will dare to attack your veterans, or any veterans in Europe.  They are brave even to rashness, and are engaged in a cause in which they have no alternative but to conquer or die; and no precaution against them ought to be neglected."

But the general could only be convinced by the gleaming broadswords of the Highlanders, who in a day or two, not only attacked but utterly routed his veterans.  Their behaviour, it was observed, was inferior to that of the Glasgow militia, a body of men hastily collected, and so ill disciplined, that it was jocularly said, that their officers were obliged to tie a straw wisp round their right arms, and to give the word, "Wheel to (or from) the wisp".  Those men not only fired some successful well-timed volleys, but stood their ground till ordered to retreat, while the regulars made haste to retreat, without any orders at all."
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