Battle of Falkirk Sources – Atholl Letters


Atholl
ATHOLL LETTERS:  JACOBITE CORRESPONDENCE 
OF THE ATHOLL FAMILY

LORD GEORGE MURRAY TO THE DUKE OF ATHOLL
                                                       “Alloa, 23 Octr 1745.

Dr Brother,

          We came very well here this evening, and found our partys much upon their guard, and alarm'd.  I have seen Gentlemen who can be depended upon, who observ'd the Happy Janet, with two Kinghorn boats they had man'd, come up the lenth of Borostuness, with an intent to disturb this passage.  ...send up the Swedish Cannon & Guners with an Escort & amunition, for otherways our Friends may be afronted here.”  {p129}
COLONEL KERR TO THE DUKE OF ATHOLL

                                               “Alloway, ye 26th Octr, 1745.

   As Lord George is not to return to this place, his Royal Highness sent me here in order to secure the passage here for your Grace's passing, ...if the Cannon could be forwards, in order to place on the batteries,  prepaird for secureing the passage which is of the utmost importance, wou'd be of great service...

P.S.:  It's hop'd  that your Grace will let me know from time  to  time your Grace's motions, that Carriages may be ready on the other side of the  water, who waits for nothing but the hour of your Grace's arivel.”
                    Coll: Kerr, at Elphinston.  {p134}
THE DUKE OF ATHOLL TO COLONEL KERR
“ ...I hope to be up time enough to morrow at Aloa,  so that the convoy may be able to pass the river before night; therefore, according to promise, be so good as to have boats, carriages, and every thing ready for marching forward;”  {p135}
George Murray at Falkirk {p140}
LORD GEORGE MURRAY TO THE DUKE OF ATHOLL.    
“Bannockburn 16th Jan 1746.

     We hear the Van of the Enemy came towards Falkirk this day, if they come a little farther forwards, we shall certainly have a Batle.  In the mean time, we have bad quarters, little provisions...” {p142}
COPY OF A LETTER FROM OLIPHANT (Younger) OF GASK TO HIS MOTHER
    “The Army march't from a field east of Bannockburn, about twelve this day, for Falkirk, where the  enemy lay encampt; after we had cross'd  the  water Carron, and march't up the Hill southwest from Falkirk, we perceived the Enemy marching from their Camp to attack us, we march't up the Hill, and drew up in order of Battle, South and North; the Dragoons, to the number of three or four hunder, were opposite to our right, where Lord George commanded, and was with him Mr. of Strathallan and Capn Harie.   We are all perfectly well.   We advanced, and the Dragouns advance likeways.   The enemy keept up their fire till we were very near them, and we both fired, and immediatly they run for it; there was not above twenty or thirty killed and wounded, and not one of ours killed.   They say there was not above a thousand foot of the enemy engaged; they were likeways put to the Rout, and about a hunder and fifty killed; they say about thirty of ours, nobody of note killed; but this account of the Battle must be imperfect, as we have not had time to know circumstances.   I'l refer that to my next.  We took five or six Cannon, a great many waggons and baggage.  The enemy retired to their camp, we did not pursue them, the men were so much straggled.   There was great fires in their camp as it began to turn dark; and upon sending to Falkirk to inquire, we gote  intelligence the enemy were marching very fast out of toun toward Linlithgow, and had burnt all their Tents,  upon which the army march't into toun, where we all just now very well.  I know not whether we are to pursue them.   All friends are well.   The Prince was in the second line.  I'm sleepy just now, so shall add no more.

     FALKIRK, Fri: Jary 17th, 1746.”  {p143}
MERCER OF ALDIE TO THE DUKE OF ATHOLL
“MY LORD DUKE,

   Just after I left your Grace, I heard there was a Probability of our having an action with the Enemy, which made me returne; and God be thanked the Prince has gained a very compleat one last night, which woud have been still greater, had we had light to have seen where the enemy retired, which we now understand was the outmost precipitation, the Horse to Hadington, & the Foot first to Linlithgow, & since we know not.   Some Prisoners were taken within a mile of it.   Canon, tents, Amunition, Provitions, Prisoners, & c. are taken; and this day it appears a great number of Field Offichers are killed on the spot.   Lord George gained new Laurels, & the Atholl men behaved very well, except not rallying to pursue the enemy;  none of them is wounded, except one of Cusen Fraiser's.   I acted only as a volunteer, as your Grace desired I shoud take no command; I  could not comprehend the reason of sutch a Desire, till within a few days I heard I have been most vilonously asspersed without the least foundation.   I would have expected from your Grace's usual Justice to have tolde me what was said of me, and heard me before you condemned;  and I realy imputed  to  a young man's ambition what I am tolde I owe to one  incapable of reproof, tho' most egregiously in the wrong, but I shall advise your Grace not to condemn him either till we are face to face, and I am very mutch,

                                 Your Grace's obedient

                                   humble servant,

 Falkirk, Jan 18th, 1746.                     RO. MERCER.”  {p.144-145}  
LORD GEORGE MURRAY TO THE DUKE OF ATHOLL
                                              “Falkirk, 18th Janr. 1746.

Dr. Brother,

       It is with great pleasure I can acquaint you that his Royall Highness has obtained a totall Victory over his Enemys, yesterday, twixt three and four it began: it was on Falkirk Moor, and by reason of the uneveness  of the ground, the one wing did not know what passed on the other, and night comming on, it was not possible to rally our men, and pursue so quick as should have been.

However we got into Falkirk before they were quite out of it.   We have about 300 prisoners, eight pieces of Cannon, & all their Tents, above a thousand.  In short, had others been as soon rally'd (after beating their first onsett) as the  Atholl  men, scarse a man on their side had escap'd; as it is, 500 are kil'd.  For God's sake send up our Recrutes.

                        Your's,

                          GEORGE MURRAY.”
LORD GEORGE MURRAY TO THE DUKE OF ATHOLL 
“Falkirk 21st Jan 1746

"Dear Brother,

       You may think me to blame for not writeing more fully and frquently, but indeed I own much hurry'd.   I again beg & intreat you may send your men up to us as soon as possible, were it but a hundred or two, for indeed we are quite afronted there being so few left.   I have the pleasure to tell you that  these few  beheav'd admirably well, and the desision of the batle was much owing  to them; for, as they were just behind the Macdonalds, where I was, after we had routed the dragoons, & that the Macdonalds went in sword in hand (which was not in  my  power to prevent) to destroy them & some Mlitia, the Atholl men with Shian's kept their line of Batle, always advancing in good order: I then put myself  at their head, & advanced forwards & down the Hill, at the same time Locheel's,  Clunie's, & the Steuarts of Appine, who had gone down sword in hand amongst the Enemy's Infantry, upon finding themselves outflankt by them, began to  retreat,  to join those who were at the top of the Hill;  I had sent  Col: Carr to that side, who bringing up the Pikets that were in the reserve to the left, Locheell and several others gathring together, appear'd again above the Enemy,  just as I was advancing with the Atholl men, it was then the Enemy made off with so much presipitation and confusion.

You should let every Taxman in the Atholl know that if they do not come out at your order, their Tacts are brok, besides distroying all they have.

The Enemy have lost many Officers of distinction:  My  compliments to the Doctor, tell him that I have gott such a Chest of Instruments and two of Drugs, that he has not seen the like; they belonged to the Surgone Major.  Our people have got bundance of bagage.

                      I ever am,

                           Dear Br

                              Your most Faithfull Humble

                                    Servant, & affecte Brother,

                         GEORGE MURRAY.

I send you such account of the Batle as has occurr'd to me.”  {p.149-150}  
DUKE OF ATHOLL TO GLENGARY
                       25th Jan 1746

"...to let you know how sorry I am for the loss of your valuable son, who was lately most unfortunately killed at Falkirk.  The second glorious victory which Providence has given His R.H. over the King's proud Hanoverian Enemies, being in great measure owing to his and the undaunted bravery of your  people, which now wants to be sustained, for their honour as well as the good of our Country..."  {p.156}  
LORD GEORGE MURRAY TO THE DUKE OF ATHOLL
       Falkirk 27th Jan 1746

"Dr Brother,

          I am quite dispirited by your men's going off and deserting their coullers; for God Sake make examples or we shall be undone ...We had a review here this day and made a fine appearance; it was only those of our first line that were at the last battle.  The enemy say they will be soon with us again."  {p.160}  
ROBERTSON OF STROWAN TO MR THOS BLAIR IN ATHOLL
    28th Jan 1746

"...I am also in great trouble for the murder commited on the person of my nephew, Coll. Macdonell, at Falkirk.  His Enemys are too plain to doubt of the authors of the murder, which will surely be taken notice of by the Highest and Lowest of the Nation.   The Gentleman's growing worth made him envyd by Beggers and hated by Traytors, which I never was,..."  {p.165}
LORD GEORGE MURRAY TO LADY GEORGE

                                               






  "Falkirk, 29th Janr 1746.

My dearest Friend,

   It is a great comfort to me to think that my Dearest Life is in so good a way of recovery.

I have all along had but faint hopes of our success, as we have the very worst regulations in all partes of our conduct.   You know in parte, but not wholly, what a Burden I have had upon my hands, & often was I resolved to demit & retyre into some corner of the earth, if I could not find a fitt occasion of falling in the field, which was what I most wanted, as I imagin'd to myself by that means to save my Familie from forfetry.   But I resign myself wholy to providence, who has indeed most remarkably protected & favour'd me hitherto, and you have prevail'd with me to take a more proudential care of myself then I have done for some time past; but God knows what efect that may have, for human  proudence is but folly at best, & when I expos'd my self, I may say rashly, I was safe;  the contrary measures may have a contrary afect.  Be all this as it will, I shal endeavour to conform to your advice, as I look upon you as my good genius.

One reason which wegh'd amongst many with me not to give up my Command, was the persuasion I found evry body had (tho' I believe it was being too partiall to me) that I was of absolute use to the Service, and could not be spear'd, add to that I could not leave so many brave men who were Ingag'd in the same botome.

All this besides my duty to my King and country.

I have been the more particular in this as I expect in two or three days we may have another Batle, which will assuredly be more desisive then the last, tho' a more  reall Victory cannot be obtean'd ...I am persuaded the French will now atempt a landing in Ingland, but will it come in time?

           Adieu, my Life & Love, yours whilest

                            GEORGE MURRAY

Since writeing I have my Dearest's letter by Crawford.   I'm afraid you may be the worse of so much fatigue as you must have had in doing it; your Daughter's letter would have sufised.

I shall now tell you our situation is changed since what I wrote yesterday.  Our men are Impatient to be home, & numbers have left us; so we are in an absolut necessity to retyre northwards, & the season hinders the taking of Stirling Castle.

I expect to see you, were it for a moment, in a few days.  We will be able to make  a  stand with those who will abide with us for a winter campagne towards the confines of Atholl, on this side of that country, & are posetive in a litle time to bring a much greater Army out of the Highlands than ever.   Duke Cumberland came about three this morning to Edr.  Adieu.

 ...Pray kill Beef & Mutton, & cause rost what can be got; we will have use for all about Creef or elswhere.

I have once more had it in my power to do esenciall service, which you will know more off at meeting.  Take care of yourself & be in good spirats.  All may yet be well.  Fairwell.

Falkirk, 31st Jar, 10 at night.”  {p.170}  
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