Battle of Falkirk Sources – Atholl Papers


Atholl Papers
ATHOLL CORRESPONDENCE
WRITTEN BY GEORGE MURRAY
"After a halt of about two houres they march'd forward, passing thro' Falkirk & lay upon a learge field of Broom on the east side of the Parks of Calander.

They had intelegence that the 2 Regements of dragouns were incamp'd on the west side of Lithgow betwixt the Town & the Bridge of...

It was resolv'd to attempt to surprise them, & Ld G: Murray with a choise detachment of a thousand men,  Having Locheall, Keppoch, Clan Ranald, Mr Macdonell son to Glengary, & Ardsheall (who commanded the Appen men).  They march'd in exceeding good order, not a whisper to be heard, & just at Dane of day  [Sunday, Sept. 15] they gott to the Bridge, but there they heard the dragouns had gon off at seven the night before.

Partys were sent to Borostouness, & to search for Armes & Amounition, & the Prince & the remender of the Armie marchd, but did not go above three miles."

LORD GEORGE MURRAY TO LADY GEORGE
                                        Bannockburn,   15th  Jan. 1746.
"Your last letter came very quick to hand, and gave me as usuall infinite satisfaction.  I pray God preserve you & give you a safe delivery; nothing but fortitude can support you in your present situation.   Resolve to have it, you may have great occasion for it sooner than you can well imagine.

On Monday morning [13th] I marched to Lithgow with five Batalions & some horse in order to see what provisions were got there for our enemys, & resolv'd to return at night.  In the fornoon we see'd a Reg: of Dragouns & gave them chasse for an houre, but could not come up with them.  We returned & dined; then just as we were comming out of town to return, their Dragouns, four Regiments of Regular foot, & some Militia came closs up to us.  It was too great a venture for us to have atact them, since it was risquing the whole cause, tho' we had the fairest prospect imaginable to have cutt them off.  Locheall's  Regement, which  should also have been with us,  had,  to my great concern,  been order'd over to Alloa two days before;   Had that not hapned, we would have had it so sure that nothing would have prevented us from atacting them.  They follow'd us to the bridge on this side of Lithgow; we were very near, but not a shott.

The whole of their Armie is now come from Edr & I believe incamp't twixt this and Lithgow, so we expect a Batle in a day or two.  They are 12 Regs foot, 2 Dragouns, besides two thousand Militia, & it is said another of Horse & two of foot will join them from Ingland very soon.   As to what you write about France or Spain I am as ignorant of as yourself, tho' their is grounds to believe thay are more hearty now then hitherto.   I think you'd best send the bearer back, that you may have quick intelegence in case of a Batle;  But by all our tender Friendship,  &  the Love we mutually bear to one another & to our  children,  I conjure you Arm yourself with that fortitude & strength of mind which a virteus mind should always possess.   What is a day, a year, or ten, in comperison of Eternity.  My Love attends you & your young Folks. - Adieu.

If a Girle, Kathrine; if a Boy, what you please.  We had a Willie that was a favorite.   Yet if before that time a Victory be obtean'd, the Conqueror would be etitled.   If things go wrong, this last would be imprudent.  Ld Strathalen beares great Blame in having kept back our succors so long.  I send 50 pices. - Farewell."

LORD GEORGE MURRAY TO DUKE WILLIAM.

                                            Bannockburn, 16th Jan. 1746.

"Dr Brother,

        I shall be carefull of what you recomend to me by Dr Colvile, to whom please make my compliments.

We are quite afronted with the scandalus disertion of your men; it was the takeing money instead of the best men which is the occasion of all the evle; for good men once coming out would have been piqued in Honour, and not deserted us on the point of fighting the enemy.

I  dar say, I need not say anything to hasten up the men;  you know the vast service it will be to the cause in gineral, and I wish you would send them off if it were but in twentys.

We hear the van of the enemy came towards Falkirk this day; if they come a little farther forwards we shall certainly have a Batle.

In the mean time we have bad quarters, litle provisions, and slow advances made towards the sege of Stirling Castle.

I find that the Officers of your Battalion will not serve under Colonel Mercer, and his being in that command is given as one reason of their desertion.

If you give me leave I shall see to regulat that affair the best way I can.

                  I ever am, Dear Brother,

                        Yr most affte Bro: & most humble Servant,

                                          GEORGE MURRAY."

In  a  manuscript at Dunnikier,  copied by the first wife of General  Sir  John Oswald from an account from an adherent of the Jacobites,  the strength of  the Highland army at the battle of Falkirk is given as follows:
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Official estimate by General Hawley:

First Line, commanded by Lord George Murray and Lochiel -

Macdonells of Keppoch




400

Macdonalds of Clanranald
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Macdonells of Glengarry, two battalions


900
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----

3,700

Second Line -

Atholl Brigade






1000

Lord Ogilvy's






1000

Lord Lewis Gordon's
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Mackenzies, commanded by Lord Cromartie
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Irish Brigade and Lord John Drummond's Regiment


450

----

4,750

Cavalry in rear of First Line -
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9,000

Left at Stirling -
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10,350

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL HAWLEY TO H.R.H. THE DUKE OF CUMBERLAND

                                                         Lithgow, Jan 17, 1746.

"Sir,

   My heart is broke.  I can't say we are quite beat today, but our left is beat, and their left is beat.  We had enough to beat them, for we had 2000 men more than they, But such a scandalous cowardice I never saw before.  The whole second line of Foot ran away without firing a shot.   Three squadrons did well, the others as usual.

The Dragoons were all on the left.   I was beat with them, the Brigade upon the left of the first line, and all the second line, and the Glasgow Regement, & c, which made an elbow, or "coude," for show.

Major-General Huske's people beat their left wing, and made a hansome retreat with two squadrons of Cobham's Dragoons, But at the very beginning  all the Horses of the Artillery ran away.

They pushed upon their right to slip between us and Edinburgh by trying to gain our right flank, and as after the affair was over, and all the country assured me they were making for Edinburgh to cut us [off], when we came back to our Camp, and struck all our Tents that we had horses left to load, I retreated at night hither.   I got off but 3 cannon of the 10.   By guess I think there was not above 1000 shot fired on each side.   I don't think there is much above 300 men killed.  There are some Officers kill'd, but being just come in with the rear, I must beg leave to refer your R:H: to my next for particulars.  I must say one thing, that every officer did their duty, and what was in the power of man, in trying to stop and rally the men, and they led them on with as good a countenance, till a Halloo began, before a single shot was fired, and at 500 yards distance:   Then I own I began to give it over.   I only beg leave to acquaint your R.H. that we were neither surprised nor attack'd.   We met them half way, and rather attack'd them, tho' they were still in motion.

Pardon me, Sir, that you have no more this time from the most unhappy, but most faithfull and most dutifull your R:H: has,

                                           H.HAWLEY."

LORD GEORGE MURRAY TO LADY GEORGE
                                                Falkirk, 18 Jan 1746.

"Dearest Life,

    The Bounty of the Almighty is infinite, & nobody has so much cause as I to have a greatfull sence of his mercy.

We have gott a most compleat victory; cannon, stores, camp, tents, & c, all ours, and the enemy made the most confus'd retreat that could  possiblie  bee seen.

Night comming on hinder'd the uter slaughter of the enemy; we were in this town before they gott all off.

We have many arms taken, but few prisoners, & not a great many dead.

On our side few kill'd, a Brother of Locheal's mortally wounded.

                                          Adieu.

It is said that if Lord George could have been evry where the affair would have been finish'd."

LORD GEORGE MURRAY TO LADY GEORGE
                                         Falkirk, 22d Jan 1746, 9 at night.

"When I have a moment of time I can never imploy it so agreeably to myself as writeing to my Dear Friend.

We hear from Edr, by severalls come from it this day, that our Enemys are in the greatest confusion, & quareling amongst themselves, holding court martials to try their officers, to thro' the blame off the commanders.

A most unfortunat accident hapned here two days after the action; Colonel Angus Macdonell, Glengarry's son, who was a modest, brave, & advisable lad, was mortally wounded by an accidentall shott of a miserable fellow of Clanranald Regement out of a window upon the street, of which he died this day, vastly regreated; it is more loss to us then all we suffer'd at the Batle.

The accounts sent to France put me quite out of countinance; my name is almost in evry paragraff.   The French Minister & the Irish Officers make trou  french compliments.

One thing I can say, there was not a moment lost, no time for consultation, but the disposition made without hesetation & the atact in the same manner, & to tell the truth I had little assistance, for the time would not allow it..."

MR JOHN MAULE TO DUKE JAMES
                                           London, 23 Jan 1746.

"My Lord,

    ...Our accounts hitherto,  notwithstanding of an express (since ye first) dated on Sunday last, has been very generall, & is, in short, that ye Rebells upon friday last marched out of Stirling, came by Dunipace towards Falkirk.

Hawley's army drew up benorth ye wood of Callendar (I believe it has been upon ye muir where ye Falkirk Tryst holds).  The Rebells, after 3 or 4 motions just like what they practised at Preston, attacked wt great rapidity the left wing of Hawly's army, where the Runnaway Dragoons of Hamilton & Ligonier were, who covered the Artillery, who immediately took to yr heels in yr ordinary method; upon which the Rebells fell upon ye flank of ye foot yt composed ye left wing, who followed the Dragoons' example.   Hawly & ye rest of ye officers tryed once & again to rally them, but to no purpose.  Huske, who commanded the right wing, stood in good order.   A battn of ye Royall march't up to ye Rebells, and never lifted their musquets from their shoulders.   Barrel's & Ligonier's foot distinguished ymselves particularly also, drove back ye Rebells' left wing, remained masters of ye field, & covered ye retreat of ye rest of ye army.  But I think, upon ye whole, our army has got ye worst, because they were oblidged to retire to Lithgow & leave 7 of their cannon & some of their baggage.

The Rebells retired also to Stirling.   In short, Hawly writes never was such shamefull cowardice in our common men, the most of ym having fled wtout firing a gun or waiting for ye enemy; & tho' ye engagement was of ye whole Army, we have only lost about 300 men.   Colonel Whitny is killed, & Sir Robert Monroe killed or taken Prisoner.   It's thought ye Rebells have lost double ye number, amongst those a brother of Lochiel's, & it's said Both Ld Perth & his Brother are wounded.   Our artillery never fired, & ye Engineers went off at ye first.  Lt Colonels Powel & Biggar are killed, and 4 Capt:s of Wolf's.  Hussar Lockhart is taken...
It's said that the Argyllshire men under young Jack Campbell, who came to Hawly's army ye night before ye action, behaved well, as did ye Glasgow Volunteers under Home; but we have very uncertain particulars of anything as yet.

H:R:H: ye Duke goes to Scotland next week; Mark Ker's Dragoons, wt Bland and St George's are ordered there, but I'm convinced there will be a second action before they can arrive..."

THE PRINCE TO LORD GEORGE MURRAY
                                          Bannockburn, Jan 23rd 1746.

"I was just ready to get on horseback in order to make you a visit, but have been over persuaded to let it alone by people who are continually teasing me with my cold; but this wou'd not have done had I not considered that it wou'd not be possible to draw out any Troops such a day as this, and I intended to have seen Glengary's Regiment, of which I intend always to take a  particular care.   If the weather be tolerable tomorrow I will certainly be with you.   In ye mean time I have sent you two of my Aide de Camps,  either of which you may send back upon any emergency, but by very good intelligence wch I received last night from Edinburgh there is no appearance of the enemie's moving this way.

I am your sincere friend, 

                                         CHARLES, P.R."

THE PRINCE TO LORD GEORGE MURRAY
                                             Bannockburn, Jan 24th 1746.

"I hope you are persauded that it was much less the regard to my helth than the other reasons I gave you, and which still continue, that hinder'd my going to Falkirk;  besides, I did not reflect when I promised to come to day that it was the Fret,  tho' I think what happened this day seven-night might have cured our men of that maggot.

I wonder that the officers and soldiers shou'd not understand their duty better than to absent themselves without leave from me or you.  I have sent again and again into Stirling to hasten back to you as many of them as may be there.   I desire you woud signify to every body concern'd that I expect they shou'd exactly comply with this so necessary a part of Military Disciplin.  What I continually hear from Edinburgh confirms me in the opinion I was of when I writ to  you  last, which makes me conclude that you may yet for a while spare  the Athol Brigade, which is absolutily necessary for the blocking up of the Castle.  I shall give the necessary orders for the distribution of the things you desire, but I understand this cannot be done without the presence of Mr Jackson, who is with you.

You need make no apologies for troubling me with any thing that you think for the good of the service.

I only wish the orders I shall give in consequence of them may be well complied with.

       I am yr assured Friend,

                         CHARLES, P.R."

THE PRINCE TO LORD GEORGE
                                         Bannockburn, Jan 25th 1746.

"I have already told you that it was not so much the care of my health, which I thank God grows daily better, that keeps me here, as the badness of the weather & roads which makes it impossible to review the Troops with you, and wou'd too much fatigue the Horse I shou'd be obliged to carry with me.

If the Athol men were not absolutely necessary to form the Blockade I shou'd not be keeping them here.  When the Recruits come up I shall dispose of them in the manner you desire, tho' I hope by that time the Castle may be taken.

I wish with all my heart, as you do, that the siege cou'd be quickened, & am continually giving orders about it.   I am glad to find you of the same opinion in which the repeated accounts from Edinburgh confirm me.

                  Yr assured Friend,

                                      CHARLES P.R."

MR MAULE TO DUKE JAMES

                                       London, Jan 25th 1746.

"...Yr Gr/ will be glad to learn that young Jack wt ye Argyllshire men came in time to joyn wt Hawly before ye action.

Home and  his Glasgow People did as well as could be wish't, and when ye Dragoons  broke in amongst ym gave them a fire and brought down some of  these Rascalls.

Home writes me he had a contusion in ye knee wt a bullet, which made him lame for a day or two, but yt he was well again..."

H.R.H. DUKE OF CUMBERLAND

                                        Stirling, Feb. 2, 1746.

"...As to the Dragoons ...I fear their behaviour has been bad enough, and they are certainly fill'd with Irish papists, but General Hawley, and indeed every body here, speaks much in favour of the officers, that in my humble opinion I wish the men should be drafted to Cape Breton, and only the English Sergeants, Corporals, and Drummers kept ..."

Source
Atholl    1908  Chronicles of the Families of Atholl and Tullibardine. Vol. 3, pp.27, 141-169, 186.
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