Battle of Falkirk Sources – Alloa Customs

Alloa customs

LETTER FROM JOHN ERSKINE, COMPTROLLER AT ALLOA,
TO BOARD OF CUSTOMS


“9th September, 1745
Honoured Sirs,
In the Collector’s absence, I beg leave to send your Honours two letters, one from Mr Cochran, Bailie of the Royalty of Bo’ness, the other from the Collector and Comptroller there, in relation to the sending all vessels and boats to Bo’ness, and though the Lord Advocate’s order mentioned in Mr Cochran’s letter, not the copy thereof, was sent, I thought it right in the present juncture to order all the vessels and boats there accordingly.  None are now here, save one ship that ran aground yesterday when the rest went from this; she is now got off and is to leave this place next tide.  There are also several vessels and boats betwixt Elphinstone and Carron water, but the vessels being neaped will not float till Wednesday.  There are none on this side the river save one boat at Kincardine, to carry the sailors to their sloops when they float.
Among the vessels that went from this to Bo’ness yesterday morning, was the Fortune of this place, John McKenzie, master, who lately applied to your Honours in relation to some spirits with which he was to proceed to Norway, and nine barrels soap he was to land here, these spirits and soap being on board his ship when he left this; and Robert Stevenson and John Young, tidewaiters, being placed on this ship who have come here to-day and informed that about three miles below this they were deforced by a great number of people, who confined the two tidewaiters, and carried off both soap and spirits, of which last there was 38 casks, but the tidewaiters knew some of those concerned.  The Surveyor with the Custom-house boat was at this time, as he has been ever since Tuesday, employed in ordering the boats on the river to Bo’ness and Stirling.”


Source
Dix, N. & Dickie, M.	2011	‘Records of Her Majesty’s Customs and the port of Alloa regarding the 1745 rebellion’, Forth Naturalist & Historian, 34, 153-158.




EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM SIR JAMES HARRINGTON TO PRINCE CHARLES

“Avignon, August 6th, 1751
SIR, I received yesterday the following account from Captain Holker of Ogilvy’s Regiment, which I have the honour to send you.  Blairfetty is just returned from Scotland and says it is currently reported among the prince’s friends there, that one Grosert, Collector of the Customs at Alloa, hath left the country with intention to assassinate the prince.  He is a middle-aged man, about five feet five inches high, well-made, of a black complexion, and pitted with the small-pox, his eyebrows large and black; inclining rather to lean than fat.  He was married to a German woman, the daughter of the old elector’s milliner.  He hath a remarkable genius for clock-work and all sorts of mechanism.  In case you meet with the person described, very little ceremony is to be used.  I have taken all precautions necessary here to secure him, and shall certainly watch all carriages in case he should take this place in his way.”
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