          Battle of Falkirk Sources – Airth Letter


Airth letter

LETTER FROM WALTER GROSETT TO 
THE LORD JUSTICE CLERK.

My Lord,

  Having  in consequence of the Information I gave your Lordship of the designe of  the Rebells,  to bring from Dumblain to Alloa,  the Cannon with which  they intended  to have taken the Castle of Stirling,  received General  Hawleys  and your  Lordships  directions,  to use my utmost endeavours to prevent or  retard their geting these Cannon acrose the Forth,  and as to that end I was furnished with  two  sloops of Warr,  and 300 of the Troops with proper  Transports  from Leith,  I think it my Duty to lay before your Lordship the particulars of  this Expedition - As it was upon Wensday the 8th Instant that the Rebells were to be at  Alloa  with the Cannon the utmost expedition was used in geting the  Troops shipped  that forenoon at Leith,  with a designe to have surprized the  Rebells that night at Alloa, and which is what we could not have failed in, if Contrary Winds had not obstructed our passage - for by means thereof, in place of geting that night to Alloa as we had reason to expect,  it was on Thursdayes afternoon before we got to Haigens Nuck;   and as by this time they had got two of  their Cannon  shipt  on Board a Vessell at Alloa,  with a designe of proceeding  with these  about one next morning,  acrose the River to a place called Fallin  Pow, two Miles above Alloa.   To prevent this,  50 of the Troops were put on Board a Kinghorn Boat,  attended by 50 Sailors,  with directions to proceed privatly in the  night,  past the Batteries which the Rebells had by this time  Erected  at Elphingstone  and  Alloa,  and  to ly betwixt that place  and  Fallin  Pow,  to Intercept the Vessell with the Cannon from Alloa, should she attempt sailing in the night,  as they had projected.  In this they succeeded so far as to prevent the  Vessell sailing that nights Tyde,  but in their return one of the  Sailors was  Killed,  and  another  Wounded in repassing the Batteries.   Next  day  we designed  to have proceeded with the learger Vessells,  and to have forced  our way  past the Batteries,  but the Wind proving quite against us,  we durst  not attempt turning up so narrow a River with the Sloops of Warr.   Having at  this time  received certain information that the Rebells at Alloa did not exceed 200 in  Number,  we Landed the Troops at Kincardine,  about two Miles below  Alloa, with a designe to have Marched directly thither,  and attack them by Land,  but having  soon  after  our Landing received intelligence,  that they  had  got  a reinforcement  of  300 Men,  the Troops were Reimbarked but by the  Landing  of them,  they  were  so  much alarmed and amused,  that they found  no  time  for shipping any more Cannon, or geting the two formerly shipped transported to the place where they designed to have Landed them.

Upon  receiving  Information next day being Saturday,  that  they  had  removed  their  Cannon  from the Battery at Alloa,  and carried them by Land  two  Miles above that place,  in order to there being carried from thence acrose the River to  Fallin  Pow.   To  prevent this,  it was resolved to attack next  Tyde  the Battery at Elphingstone,  and after silencing the Cannon there, to proceed with the smaller Vessells to the place where they proposed crossing with the  Cannon they had carried by Land from Alloa;   and the Wind now proving favourable,  we proceeeded  accordingly,  and about twelve begun the attack within Musket shoot of the Battery, and betwixt three and four two of their Cannon were dismounted, and the other two in a fair way of being soon silenced, but as unluckily one of the  sloops  of Warr had at this time her Cable cutt asunder by  one  of  their Cannons shoot, she was by the Strength of the Ebb Tyde forced from her Station;  and  the other sloop of Warr having in a little thereafter,  had the misfortune to have a Leg shoot from each of the two Pilots she had on Board of  her,  they were  on  that account likewise obliged to quite the Battery,  and give up  the Enterprize.   But  the Rebells were so much alarmed by this attack,  that  they brought their Cannons back again to Alloa,  and there remounted them upon their former Battery,  for fear of their falling into our Hands,  after silencing the Elphingstone Battery,  and which is what we would have done, if it had not been for the Accidents above mentioned;   but notwithstanding of these  Misfortunes, and  the  disappointment we met with,  by Cross Winds,  which hindered us  from geting  in  time  to  Alloa,  to secure at once the whole  of  the  Cannon  and Amunition there,  and which otherwise we could not have failed in, seeing there were  not at that time above 200 of the Rebells at Alloa,  & that they  had  no apprehension of our Surprizing them by Troops brought by Water;  yet we carried our  point  in the Main,  by effectually preventing their geting any Cannon  to make  the  attack they designed against Stirling Castle,  and  which  with  the assistance of these Cannon must have fallen into their Hands, before the Troops could  have come to their relief,  if it had not been for the Interuption  they met with in geting them Transported acrose the Forth.

In this Expedition two sailors were killed, two lost a Leg and two an arm each, & about Eight others were slightly wounded, but non of the Troops have received the  least  Damage  or  Hurt,  the 200 Matts of Lint of Flax  which  with  your approbation  I  took  from on Board the Vessell I accidentally  met  with  from Holland in Leith Road, having saved them from the shoot, by placing these Matts of  Flax  round  the sides of the Vessells on Board of which  the  Troops  were shipped.   Of  the Rebells there were many of them killed and Wounded,  but  as they  at  all times artfully carry of and conceal their Dead and  Wounded  Men, there is no knowing the Numbers of either.  I am with the greatest respect,

         My Lord.

                     Your Lordships Most Obedt. Humbl. Sevt.

                                          WAL GROSETT.

Borristounness the 15th Jany 1745/6.
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