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2026 IVCA Richard J. Daley Award Nomination Form


Thank you for your interest in nominating a candidate for the 2026 IVCA Richard J. Daley Award. This prestigious honor, named after Mayor Richard J. Daley and his legacy of economic leadership, recognizes an individual who has provided extraordinary support to the State of Illinois through advocacy or participation in the venture capital and private equity industry.

Nominee Characteristics:
Ideal candidates will demonstrate the following characteristics:

· A commitment to improving the city, state, and country. 
· The highest ethical standards in both personal and professional conduct. 
· Active involvement in the venture capital or private equity industry as an investor, service provider, academic, or advocate.

Narrative Instructions:
Please include the following in your nomination narrative:

· How long you’ve known the nominee.
· Why this individual is deserving of the Daley Award.
· Specific examples of their contributions and impact.
· Names and contact information for three references who can support your nomination. These individuals will be contacted to provide a brief narrative.

[bookmark: _Hlk208845614]Suggested word count: 300-500 words.

The award will be presented at the IVCA Awards Dinner in December.

Submission Instructions:

· Submission Deadline: September 30, 2026

· Submit Completed Form To: Kathy Pyne at kpyne@illinoisvc.org
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2026 IVCA Richard J. Daley Award Nomination Form


Your Information:
Name:
Email:

Nominee Information:
Name:

References:
Reference #1 	Name:
			Email:
			Phone:

Reference #2 	Name:
			Email:
			Phone:

Reference #3 	Name:
			Email:
			Phone:


Narrative Information: 
Please enter your nomination narrative below. Be as detailed and specific as possible. This content will be shared with the Awards Voting Committee if your nominee is selected for the ballot. Include accomplishments, impact, and any compelling stories that highlight why this individual deserves the Daley Award.
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Past Honorees:
The following individuals have previously received the IVCA Daley Award in recognition of their extraordinary contributions to Illinois and the venture/private equity ecosystem:

2025: Bruce N. Barron, Origin Ventures

2024: Mitchell Petersen, Heizer Center, Kellogg School of Management, Northwestern University

2023: Jennifer W. Steans, Financial Investments Corporation

2021: Linda L. Darragh, Kellogg School of Management Emerita

2019: F. Oliver Nicklin, First Analysis

2018: Christopher B. Galvin

2017: Howard A. Tullman, 1871

2016: Ellen A. Rudnick, Polsky Center, Chicago Booth

2015: Warren G. Holtsberg, MVC Capital

2014: Steven N. Miller, Origin Ventures

2013: James J. O'Connor, Jr., MVC Capital

2012: James A. Johnson, Apex Venture Partners

2011: Scott F. Meadow, University of Chicago Booth School of Business

2010: Robert L. Fealy, Duchossois Technology Partners

2019: J.B. Pritzker, The Pritzker Group/New World Ventures

2008: Richard L. Thomas, First Chicago NBD Corporation

2007: Steven N. Kaplan, University of Chicago GSB

2006: Donald W. Phillips, WP Global Partners

2005: Norman R. Bobins, LaSalle Bank, N.A.

2004: James C. Tyree, Mesirow Financial

2003: Bruce V. Rauner, GTCR Golder Rauner, LLC

2002: Martin J. Koldyke, Frontenac Company
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