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December 2025 
This Month Celebrates 

In The Estates of Fort Lauderdale 

 Please Note: the golf course is temporarily closed due to work by FPL 

 Monday, December 1—Community Club @ 7:00 pm  

 Thursday December 4—BINGO! Doors open at 5:30 pm 

 Saturday, December 6—Women’s Club Annual Holiday Bazaar 8 am—5 pm 

 Tuesday, December 9—Women’s Club Meeting, @ 11:30 am 

 Sunday, December 14—Holiday Parade, Line up at 5:30 pm 

 Sunday, December 14—Hanukkah Begins at sundown—ends Monday December 22 

 Monday—Wednesday,  Dec 15—17 Holiday Light Judging 

 Wednesday, December 17—POA Board Meeting @ 7:00 pm 

 Thursday, December 25—Christmas Day 

 Friday, December 26—Kwanzah begins—ends January 1 

 Wednesday, December 31—New Years Eve—Community Club Event  

 starts at 7:00 pm 
CONTINUED PAGE 3 

Estates of Ft. Lauderdale - Office Tel.: (954) 962-2712 / Fax (954) 391-9600 
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In Loving Memory of John Hofmeister. 

Editor and Master Mind of our newsletter 
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Community Club 

 

                                                                            Continued from page 1 

 

 Pickle Ball—Weekday mornings 

 Tennis—as usual 

Dania Beach City Hall (check hours of operation) 

 City Commissioners Meeting - 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the Month open to the public 

and also on Comcast ch. 78 @7pm 

 C.O.P. Meeting (City Hall)  - Second Thursday of each month @ 5pm  

 

Hi friends! 

Well! We had such a great turnout for our Halloween party! I can’t wait to start enjoying 

more dancing and karaoke now that were approved to get a much needed Music system!  

December is going to be super busy! Make sure to keep a lookout in the mailroom and on 

Facebook @ community club estates of Ft. Lauderdale members and friends ! Please sign up 

for all the fun events that are coming up. We’re trying a lot of really new things in order to 

keep the prices of events low so we attract new people.  

This years New Year’s party is going to be really fun a DJ and Karaoke. . So please sign up 

for that. We have discounted pricing for 5 or more family members !!  

Hope to see you all there!!! 

 

Natalie 
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December, 2025 

 

Greetings Ladies! 

 

Wow! Another amazing turnout for the November Thanksgiving Luncheon. The 

turkey, stuffing and gravy was donated by the Club and all sides and desserts were 

provided by our members. Each year I am amazed and delighted by the delicious 

dishes that come in. This year was no exception!! The dessert table was fabulous! 

Thanks to each and every one of you. Well done! Lise LaRochelle was the Lucky 

Duck winner of the 50/50 and door prizes were won by Carol Rodanski, Staci 

Powell and Lisa Thompson. We welcomed Tracy Krog. She and her husband are 

very new to our community. Welcome Aboard! 

 

The Annual Bazaar and Craft Show will be held on Saturday, Dec 6 th starting at 

8:00 a.m. This event is sponsored by the Women’s Club and is one of our primary 

fundraisers. We desperately need helpers and baked items for the bake table. 

Ideally, we are asking for donations of cookies, brownies, cupcakes, and loaf 

cakes. Cakes and pies too! If you can donate, please let us know what you will 

bring. A sign-up sheet is on the board in the mail room. All baked goods can be 

dropped off the day of the Show or on Friday Dec 5 th in the Card Room between 

11:00 – 2:00. As usual the Card Room will feature a Boutique of gently used 

small appliances, men’s and women’s clothing, shoes, jewelry and household 

items. Look around your house and if you have something to donate the items can 

be dropped off in the Card Room on Friday or Saturday. There will be many 

talented vendors offering lots of goodies. Any questions please call me 443-496- 

1237, Caroll Younghans 732-691-5943 or Lisa Thompson 570-881-9087. 

 

Our Christmas Luncheon is at Rodizo Grill Brazilian Steakhouse at 11:30 a.m on 

December 11 th . Please watch your email for additional information regarding the 

Luncheon, costs, carpooling, etc… A sign-up sheet is in the mailroom. 

Please remember, Any woman who has reached the age of 18 and is a registered 

resident of the Estates of Fort Lauderdale is eligible for membership. COME 

AND JOIN OUR FUN BUNCH OF LADIES!!! 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Years! 

 

Suzi Ford, President 
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November Meeting 
(Left) Our new attorney 
(Right) Some of Dania  
Beach’s Finest 
(Below) Our POA Board of Direc-
torstor’s 

Hello fellow homeowners,  

Happy Holidays to all!!!  

Hope everyone is enjoying our beautiful weather. Our welcome New homeowners party will be 

December 17@6pm in the Monte Carlo room followed by the POA meeting at 7 pm.  

We will have nominations for the board on this day. Anyone wanting to nominate themselves 

or someone else can do so then. Please keep in mind this is a volunteer position but keeps you 

very busy. We are looking forward to new people to running.  

Please be mindful of the rules we have. I don't want to keep saying this but we still have nu-

merous cars on lawns and unregistered guests. We only want everyone to comply to the same 

rules.  

Hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas and Hanukah and a very Happy New Year!!!! 

Here's to a beautiful 2026!!!  

Thank you and God Bless,  

Lisa Thompson POA President   
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Welcome back. We are pleased to see everyone. 
 

Christmas and Hanukkah are close at hand. Please keep your head up and eyes open. This 

is the busiest season for criminals. The Broward County Sheriffs office recommends that 

you keep your outside lights on at night. If the thief has a choice of a dark house or a lit up 

one, they will go to the dark house.  

If you need, call 911 or the non emergency number 954-764-4357. 
 

CRIME REPORT:  Crime continues to evolve into electronic theft. The latest is that indi-

viduals drive up and down streets with a device that detects your key fob which most keep 

right inside their entrance way. Once they detect the signal, they can then clone it and 

steal your car or truck. THERE IS A FIX! First, keep your key fob in the back of the 

house. But, there is a preventive fix. You can purchase A FARADAY BAG OR FARA-

DAY BOX… Both are available on Amazon. You can just slide your key fob inside the 

bag or box and it prevents it from being cloned.  

 

Remember, the ORS, Medicare, Social Security Bank or any other agency will not call 

you for your personal details. If you are not sure, ask for a name phone number and say 

you will call them back. Then, you call the agency yourself and see if it is legit. It will 

never be legit. Remember that! 

 

Next, as you holiday shop. Never, never, never leave anything in plane sight in your vehi-

cle.  

Please be safe and if you see something,  

say something, do something! 
 

Leslie Kevles, Captain 

BSO, C.O.P., Dania Beach 
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ADULT 3 WHEELERS ASSORTED COLORS   

WIDE VARIETY OF HYBRIDS, COMFORT SPORTS,               

MOUNTAIN AND CRUISER BIKES  

FULL REPAIR SHOP  

Bike Dept: 954-925-5157   Lock Dept: 954-922-8546 

leesbicycleshop.com 

24 HR LOCK SERVICE 
 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK    

MON-SAT 8AM-5PM  SUN 10AM-4PM 

Lee's Locksmith & Bicycle 

Shop 

1101 North Federal Highway 

Hollywood, Florida 33020 

leesbicycleshop.com 

extra  charge  for 

roofs / driveways/docks 

$125.00 

ELECTRIC BIKE SALES ** 10% off with Ad ** 
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DECEMBER 

December 1—Staci Powell 

December 2—Daphne Gilbert 

December 3—Traian Triff 

December 22—Jean-Pierre Leonard 

December 25—Carol Cappucio 

Daniel & Melissa Rus—2890 W. Marina Drive 

Victoria Chapparro & Oscar Nova—2956 Lakeshore Drive 

Rendon Cardenas, Ingrid Alexander, Posada Garcia & Juan 

Carlos—3041 W. Marina Drive 

Leovir Carvalhaes—2956 Harbor Lane 

December 25—Gil & Elaine Horvitz 
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         WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17th     6—7 pm 
                                      JOIN US FOR: 

             FOOD  *  DRINKS  *  PRIZES 
                              December POA  meeting follows at 7 pm. 

PARTIES OF 5 OR  
MORE SAVE $20 
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Steve97@bellsouth.net 

40 
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Bonjour à tous, et bien notre saison à très bien débuté, notre premier tournoi de Baseball Poches 

a été un beau succès, plusieurs d'entre nous sommes allés crier et jouer à ce fameux tournoi qui 

est toujours aussi populaire au sein de l'association. Nous avons vite suivi notre thème, Le bon-

heur est avec l'ACA. De plus notre première soirée dansante c'est très bien déroulée avec une 

bonne participation de nos membres. La majorité des ligues sont commencées sauf pour le Golf 

qui est toujours en réparation avec FPL. J'aimerais vous souhaitez de très belles fêtes, et que 

vous soyez entourés avec vos familles ou avec de bons amis, partagez- le plaisir.  

 

Rene Gilbert 

Présidente ACA 

 

Hello everyone, our season is officially started. We had our first Baseball bean bag tournament 

and it was a great success. Lot of us came to scream, laugh and play hard for this very popular 

game. Our theme, happiness is with the ACA was well covered.  

Also we had our first dinner and  dance in November,  it was a huge sucess and well turned out. 

All of our leagues have started except for Golf because the FPL project is still on going. I would 

like to wish you all a very good holiday season with family and friends.  

 

Rene Gilbert 

ACA President  
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Thursday, December 4th 

This month only, bingo is the 1st Thursday 
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BROWARD COUNTY IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

Emergency Police, Fire or Medical Assistance  ……………                      911 

Non Emergency phone number   ………        (954) 764-(HELP)  ……   (954) 764-4357 

Broward County Crime Stoppers…………… (954) 493 (TIPS)  ……  (954) 493-8477 

Broward County Animal Care   …………………………………           (954) 359-1313 

Humane Society of Broward County  …………………….                     (954) 989-3977 

Florida State Assistance  Information  ………………….                      (800) 342-3557 

Fl. Dept. of  Agriculture and Consumer  Services… (800) HELP-FLA (800) 435-7352 

First Call for Help Crisis Counseling Line  ………………………..       211 

Broward County Call Center   ………………………………      311 or  (954) 831-4000  

American Red Cross South Fl. Region   ………………..                       (954) 797-3800 

Broward County Emergency Management   ………………                 (954) 831-3900 

Special Medical Needs Shelter Registration  ………………….           (954) 831-3902                      

And Transportation   ……………………………………….             (954)831-3940 (TTY) 

FEMA Helpline   ………………………………………                          (800) 621-3362 

Center for Independent Living of Broward County  ……….                 (954) 722-6400 

Volunteer Florida Fund for Disasters  ……………………..                   (800)354-3571 

Broward Homeless Helpline   ……………..            (954) 563-HELP      (954) 5863-4357 

Salvation Army of Broward County  ………………………..                 (954) 524-6991 

Age & Disabilities Resource Hotline  ………………………..                (954) 745-9779 

Broward Elderly And Veteran Services  ……………………….           (954) 357-6622 

Broward County Property Appraiser ………………….       (954) 357-6830, 6831, 6934  

Broward County Supervisor of Elections …………………………….. (954) 357-7050 

Dania Beach Mayor  and City Commission  ………………..    (954) 924-6800, ext3607 

Dania Beach Code Compliance  ………………………………………… (954) 924-6810  
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Bulk trash collected on the Second 
Thursday of each month ONLY!  
Please don’t put items on the curb 
until the day prior. 

 Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree 

Lighting—December 1 

 World AIDS Day—December 1 

 Cyber Monday—Decembor 1 

 St. Nicholas Day—December 6 

 2nd Sunday of Advent—December 7 

 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day—

December 7 

 Winter Solistice—December 21 

 New Year’s Eve—December 31 

 Hanukkah—December 14—22 (second 

celebration this year!) 

 Christmas—December 25 

 Kwanza—December 26—January 1 

 National Drunk & Drugged Driving Pre-

vention Month 

 National Volunteers Month 

 National Maple Syrup Month 

Birthstone   Tanzanite, Turquoise & Blue Zircon 

Fruits and Veggies   Oranges, grapefruits and papays / the Win-

ter Squash varities 

Flowers   The Narcissus flower means hope  

Astrological Sign  Sagittarius: November 22 to December 20 
Capricorn: December 21 to January 19 

Birthdays Jeff Bridges, Julianne Moore, Britney Spears, 
Ozzy Osbourne, Walt Disney 

December Observances & Fun Facts   
The name December comes from the Latin word ‘decem’ meaning ten. On the Roman Calendar, December was 
the 10th month. However, Numa Pompilius adjusted the calendar when January and February were added. De-
cember became the twelfth month, and the calendar more accurately reflected the length of a year on Earth. 

 

REMINDERS 
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Do You Have Something to SELL? 



16 21 

 

from the POA 
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 In the midst of all upheaval, crisis, difficulty, problems, and 

fear comes the true message of Christmas with all of its hope, 

goodwill, and cheer. The message of Christmas has been terri-

bly misapplied and misunderstood for many years. Some think 

of business profits, shopping, gifts, tinsel, toys, and celebra-

tion. Others think only of Bethlehem, of the star in the sky, 

shepherds in the field, and angels singing. Still others cynically ask, “Where is this Prince of 

Peace in a world filled with so much trouble?” 

The real Christmas message goes far deeper. It heralds the entrance of God into human his-

tory. It is Heaven descending to Earth. It is as though a trumpeter had taken his stand upon 

the turrets of time and announced to a despairing, hopeless, and frustrated world the coming 

of the Prince of Peace. It answers all the great questions that plague the human race at this 

hour. The Christmas message is relevant, revolutionary, 

and reassuring to us today. I believe it can be summed 

up in three words: a cradle, a cross, and a crown. 

 

In the second century BCE, the Holy Land was ruled by 

the Seleucids (Syrian-Greeks), who tried to force the 

people of Israel to accept Greek culture and beliefs instead of mitzvah observance and belief 

in G‑d. Against all odds, a small band of faithful but poorly armed Jews, led 

by Judah the Maccabee, defeated one of the mightiest armies on earth, drove the Greeks 

from the land, reclaimed the Holy Temple in Jerusalem and rededicated it to the service 

of G‑d. 

When they sought to light the Temple's Menorah (the seven-branched candelabrum), they 

found only a single cruse of olive oil that had escaped contamination by the Greeks. Mi-

raculously, they lit the menorah and the one-day supply of oil lasted for eight days, until 

new oil could be prepared under conditions of ritual purity. 

To commemorate and publicize these miracles, the sages instituted the festival of Chanu-

kah. 

 

The name Kwanzaa is derived from the phrase “matunda ya 

kwanza” which means “first fruits” in Swahili. Each family 

celebrates Kwanzaa in its own way, but celebrations often in-

clude songs and dances, African drums, storytelling, poetry 

reading, and a large traditional meal. On each of the seven 

nights, the family gathers and a child lights one of the candles 

on the Kinara (candleholder), then one of the seven principles is discussed. The principles, 

called the Nguzo Saba (seven principles in Swahili) are values of African culture which contrib-

ute to building and reinforcing community among African-Americans. Kwanzaa also has seven 

basic symbols which represent values and concepts reflective of African culture. An African 

feast, called a Karamu, is held on December 31. 

One of a kind & Handcrafted 
Gifts 


