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The national charity working together to…

Fund, plant and care for 

trees and hedgerows 

WITH TREE WARDENS & 

THE COMMUNITY 

COMMUNITY ACTION 

Inspire the next 

generation of young 

environmentalists 

WITH EDUCATION 

PARTNERS & YOUNG 

TREE CHAMPIONS

YOUNG LEARNING

Use science to influence 

policy and support best 

practice on trees and the 

environment 

WITH GOVERNMENT & 

ACADEMICS

PRACTICAL SCIENCE & 

RESEARCH

Influence tree-related 

policy

WITH CHARITY PARTNERS 

& TREE COUNCIL 

MEMBERS

PARTNERSHIP POWER



Going strong, 50 years on!



England Trees Action Plan

Over-arching aim of expanded, better-connected, resilient treescapes



National and 
Local Aspiration

To grow more trees in the UK for:

• Nature Recovery

• Climate change mitigation

• Levelling up through a thriving 
forest economy 

• Water and soil 

• People in town and country 

• Heritage and Landscape 

• More trees outside woodlands 

• Healthy, resilient landscapes



Environmental Improvement Plan 2023

• Update to the 25 Year Environment Plan.

• Sets out how government will work with landowners, communities and 
businesses to deliver goals.

• Includes canopy cover target for trees in and out of woodlands.

• Includes a new hedgerow restoration and creation target.

• The EIP is available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-improvement-
plan

• Synopsis of key points available here: https://treetalk.substack.com/p/new-
environmental-improvement-plan-trees.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-improvement-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-improvement-plan
https://treetalk.substack.com/p/new-environmental-improvement-plan-trees
https://treetalk.substack.com/p/new-environmental-improvement-plan-trees


TAWS link national targets & funding with local delivery



Environmental Improvement Plan - hedgerows

Hedgerow protection

Hedgerow creation 
and restoration target



Treescapes Fund

• The LATF first opened in 2021 to fund an increase in 
non-woodland tree planting across our landscapes

• Round one supported the planting and maintenance of 
260,000 trees outside of woodlands, with 139 local 
authorities awarded a share of a £4.4 million pot across 
42 projects

• Round 3 is now open. Results from round 2 will be 
available later this year. 



Local Tree Strategies

• Uk Government plans to: 

• Require government departments and partner 
organisations with the greatest potential to improve 
biodiversity, to increase tree planting and woodland 
cover where appropriate

• Widen the eligibility of our tree planting and tree 
health grant schemes so more public bodies are able 
to access them

• Publish guidance for local authorities to develop their 
own local tree and woodland strategies



TAWS sit at the heart of national and local policy objectives



Team Tree Council led 
projects and initiatives 



OFFICIAL
OFFICIAL

Science and Research 

HEDGEROW TRIALS

• Build evidence and inform good practice

• Monitoring basic indicators:

- Survival rates of trees 

- Height of hedge

- Basic observations on tree health

• Fixed point photographic evidence of changes 
over time



Hadley Wood 
Hedge Trials

Monitoring Report – Summer 2021



Trial set-up
The trial plots comprise two main rows divided into 
three sections (shown right).

The species mix planted by seed and whip was:

• Field maple (Acer campestre)

• Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa)

• Hawthorn (Crategus monogyna)

• Dogwood (Cornus sanguine)

• Dogrose (Rosa canina)

• Wayfaring tree (Viburnum lantana)



November 2018

November 2020

August 2021

Visual changes



Review and guidance on using tree guards   



Trees Outside Woodland 



Shared Outcome Fund

Trees Outside Woodland 





Tree Council’s National Tree Planting Team



Aims 
• More better-connected hedgerows

• Better managed hedgerows

• Increased awareness

• Rural and urban

‘Close the Gap’   2021 - 2022

‘Life on the Hedge’   2022 – 2025 



56 Projects supported

7, 865 metres (4.4miles) New 

hedgerows

360 Hedgerow trees 

2,367 Volunteers took part 



New Farm Hedgerows

86 farmer & landowner 

projects supported

42,777 metres of new 

hedgerows 

2,546 hedgerow trees  



Team Tree Council has grown!



Tree Warden 
Networks are 
growing too



Tree and Hedgerow 
resources 
For Tree Warden use 



Tree Warden Core 
Training Modules

Available through your 
Network Coordinator



New Hedgerow training 
materials  

Coming soon! 



Postcards



Tree Warden banners, flags and stickers 



FWAG hedgerow management videos for farmers

• https://www.fwagsw.org.uk/blog/celebrating-hedges-for-national-
hedgerow-week

https://www.fwagsw.org.uk/blog/celebrating-hedges-for-national-hedgerow-week
https://www.fwagsw.org.uk/blog/celebrating-hedges-for-national-hedgerow-week


New Hedgelink 
Website  



Hedge Hub 

The essential ‘must go 
to place’ 
for hedgerow 
knowledge and 
guidance 



https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org
/healthy-hedgerows-survey

https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/healthy-hedgerows-survey
https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/healthy-hedgerows-survey


• Podcasts  

• 6 new podcasts on green careers  

• Over 5,000 listens and counting



Tree Seed Gathering Training Videos 



The Tree Growers Guide  

Hard copy book and online digital version with more 
content and accompanying guidance videos.

www.treegrowersguide.org.uk

http://www.treegrowersguide.org.uk/


National 
Hedgerow 
Week



Tree Wardens can 
make a difference 



Support The 
Younger Generation 



Do something!
How ever small….

• Grow your own trees

• Tree nurseries

• Agroforestry 

• Hedgerow expansion

• Drought experiments 

• TLC and aftercare 



Tree Wardens 
leading 
the way

Birmingham

Street tree planting 
and aftercare

East Hampshire 
Tree Trail

Kent 
Faversham Tree 

Festival

Ipswich

Community 
Orchard pruning 

Lancaster
Tree planting in 

urban communities

Leicestershire
Tree and hedgerow 

mapping 

Portsmouth
Charles Dickens 

Community 
orchards 

Plymouth

Urban Tree Festival 

Suffolk

Community tree 
nurseries   



Celebrate 
your success

• The Remarkable 
World of Trees 
Exhibition

• From St Albans to 
Surrey the 
exhibition is 
travelling 



We can help!

• Branching Out Community Grants 

• Young Tree Champion School support

• Larger projects through a Network Rail Community 
Fund

• Sign up to our Branching Out e-newsletter and 
Facebook Tree Warden Forum 

www.treecouncil.org.uk

http://www.treecouncil.org.uk/




Thank you for listening 

ANY QUESTIONS! 

treewardens@treecouncil.org.uk

mailto:treewardens@treecouncil.org.uk
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