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SBIS for short!

Who are we?

Local Environmental Record Centre

Non-profit organisation hosted by Suffolk County Council

Custodians of Suffolk’s biodiversity data

Hold over 6 million species records

Data sources: 
• Volunteers
• Local experts
• Surveys
• County recorders
• Wildlife groups
• Consultants

www.suffolkbis.org.uk



Mapping Ancient Trees with STWN
Why Record Ancient Trees?
• Identifying and protecting our natural heritage
• Understanding their distribution
• Informing conservation efforts
• Highlighting their importance to the wider 

community
• Creating a valuable resource for future 

generations

Tea Party Oak at Ickworth (Photo credit: Feadora Morris)



What to record

ID 
Survey Date 
Verified Date
Measured Girth (m)
Measured Height (m)
Girth measurement an 
estimate? 
Latitude 
Longitude 
Grid Reference 
Species 
Tree Form 
Recorder 

Local Name 
Town 
Standing Status 
Living Status 
Public Access Notes 
Veteran Status 
Condition 
Threat 
Protection 
Special Status 
Epiphyte 
Fungus

Burgate Wood Hornbeam Photo credit: David Appleton





Grid References
Why so important?
• Accurate mapping is key to making our data useful.
• Finding a tree is not always that easy …
• Works by dividing the map into a grid of squares, with each square having a 

unique reference
• Suffolk covered by TM and TL grids 
• Further divided into smaller squares – TL 63 and TL 625 333

Source: https://getoutside.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/guides/beginners-guide-to-grid-references/
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Obtaining a 10-Figure Grid Reference

• Smartphone Apps: 
• OS Locate App (Ordnance 

Survey) 
• What3words (useful for 

cross-referencing, but use 
GR for data)

•GPS Devices: Handheld GPS units

•Online Mapping Tools: 
• OS Leisure Maps website
• Grid Reference Finder 

website

https://gridreferencefinder.com





Thanks for listening!

Sweet chestnut at Redgrave Park Photo credit: David Appleton 
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