
Suffolk’s Roadside Nature 
Reserves



What are RNRs?
Wildlife habitats and refuges for plants that are 
now rare in the wider countryside (mostly forbs 
and none for woody species directly)
Designated County Wildlife Sites or SSSIs  
Many verges are the vestiges of ancient 
grassland, lining routes which have barely 
changed in centuries.  
They support important Suffolk flora or fungi
They are managed by Suffolk Highways 
contractors and a network of volunteer wardens 
The RNR project is a partnership between SBIS, 
Suffolk Highways and SCC Natural Environment 
Team and is supported by SCC



Facts and Figures

There are 121 in Suffolk, 10 of which are designated for rare fungi.

Most are also County Wildlife Sites, some are SSSIs

90 Suffolk parishes have an RNR

Vulnerable plant species have been protected on RNRs for around 40 

years

65% of RNRs have a dedicated warden looking after them



https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/suffolks-countryside-and-wildlife/landscape-and-wildlife/suffolks-
roadside-nature-reserves-interactive-map/ 
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Importance

Specific management conserves the rare flora present on 
RNRs, which would otherwise likely be lost.

Some species are rarely found outside of Suffolk and 
represent some of the best populations in the country.

They serve as vital wildlife corridors in a landscape 
increasingly fragmented by intensive use and development. 

They support a large number of species, especially pollinators

Alongside some of our busiest roads, roadside verges create 
an invaluable network, linking habitats and green spaces. 

This is especially important for pollinators and wildlife such as 
hedgehogs and badgers who travel great distances



Essential Management

• Cutting schedule – usually September

 (differs for fungi and late flowering species)

• Raking off the arisings – usually done by 
volunteer wardens

• Trimming hedges back to prevent shading

• Scrub management



Suffolk Verges Project 

• Next step to identify other sites within SCC Highways land to improve 
biodiversity through alteration of management and/or habitat 
creation/enhancement.

• Not designated at County Wildlife Sites.

• Identified for wider biodiversity benefits than RNRs e.g. 
❖         Faunal interest, 

❖         connectivity between sites of value, 

❖         reinstatement of defunct features etc.



Thanks for 
listening
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