BRION Wines Review:
kExploring The Exceptional

2023 Cabernet Sauvignon
Collection

Michael Satterfield

There is something refreshing about a luxury brand that doesn’t feel the
need to announce itself. No oversized logos, no unnecessary theatrics, just
confidence in what it produces. In the world of fine wine, BRION has
embraced that philosophy, creating a collection of exceptional California
wines that put craftsmanship, provenance, and vineyard character above
everything else.

Founded by vintner Brion Wise, BRION represents a remarkably focused
approach to winemaking. Rather than chasing trends or trying to create a
signature flavor across an entire portfolio, Wise has assembled a collection
of distinctive vineyards and talented winemakers, letting each site tell its
own story.

The result is a portfolio of limited-production wines that deserve the
attention of serious collectors and anyone who appreciates the finer
details of a beautifully made product. The 2023 vintage offers a
particularly compelling introduction to the brand.
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A Passion for Place and Craftsmanship

Brion Wise’s journey into winemaking began long before BRION became a
recognized name among California’s luxury wine producers. His
background in agriculture, engineering, and international business
eventually led him to California wine country, where he began seeking
vineyards that could produce truly extraordinary fruit.

His philosophy centers on terroir, the combination of soil, elevation,
climate, and geography that gives a wine its individual character. For
BRION, this means sourcing grapes from exceptional sites across Napa
Valley and Sonoma County and working with respected winemakers
including Julien Fayard, Mark Herold, and Massimo Monticelli.

BRION also values traditional craftsmanship beyond the vineyard. In
2020, BRION opened a dedicated gravity-flow winery within a restored
19th-century bank barn at Sleeping Lady Vineyard in Yountville. Wise’s
wine operations also include a dedicated cooperage that develops custom
barrels.



It is the sort of attention to detail more commonly associated with an
independent watchmaker or a coachbuilt grand touring car. Every
component matters, even those a casual observer may never notice.

The Exceptional 2023 Vintage

Great wines begin with great grapes, and 2023 provided California’s Napa
Valley with one of its most promising growing seasons in recent memory.
Generous winter rainfall, relatively mild temperatures, and a long growing
season allowed grapes to mature gradually. The extended time on the vine
helped develop complex flavors while maintaining freshness and natural
acidity.

For Cabernet Sauvignon in particular, these conditions created the
potential for wines with concentrated fruit, refined tannins, and
exceptional balance.

Napa Valley Vintners described 2023 as the “Vintage of a Lifetime,” and

BRION’s vineyard selection and low-volume production put the winery in
an excellent position to capitalize on such a promising year. This vintage’s
wines strike an exciting balance between the richness California Cabernet
enthusiasts expect and the elegance that defines truly exceptional bottles.




BRION 2023 Single-Vineyard Cabernet
Sauvignon

The classic white-label BRION Cabernet Sauvignons anchor the
collection. Their restrained cream-colored labels and traditional
typography offer little indication of the remarkable vineyards behind the
wines. Yet that understated presentation is entirely appropriate.

Among the 2023 releases, the Caldwell Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon
from Coombsville offers a rich dark-fruit expression, supported by
graphite, licorice, violet, and subtle spice. Produced by winemaker Mark
Herold, the wine is a carefully structured Cabernet that rewards both
immediate appreciation and patience in the cellar.

From Sonoma County, the Moon Mountain Estate Cabernet Sauvignon
offers a different interpretation of the varietal. Grown in distinctive red
volcanic soils and produced by Massimo Monticelli, the wine emphasizes
elegance, layered fruit, delicate floral aromatics, and fine-grained tannins.



The Oakville Ranch Cabernet Sauvignon adds another dimension to the
collection, with hillside vineyards delivering a more powerful expression
of Cabernet. Black and blue fruit, tobacco, cardamom, and a velvety
texture define the winery’s description of this release.

Meanwhile, the Sleeping Lady Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon from
Yountville offers a compelling combination of depth and refinement. Its
blueberry and blackberry profile, polished tannins, and generous structure
suggest a wine with considerable potential for long-term cellaring.

These wines demonstrate one of BRION’s most appealing qualities. Rather
than forcing every vineyard into a predetermined style, the winery
celebrates what makes each location special. For collectors, exploring
those differences is a large part of the appeal.

BRION 2023 Ecotone Vineyard Proprietary
Red: A Standout in the Collection

While the classic white-label Cabernet Sauvignons embody BRION’s



dedication to single-vineyard winemaking, the 2023 Ecotone Vineyard
Proprietary Red introduces another fascinating dimension to the portfolio.

With its handsome black label and gold lettering, the Ecotone is a
Bordeaux-inspired blend sourced from an extraordinary 22-acre vineyard
about 800 feet above the Napa Valley floor, between St. Helena and
Howell Mountain. Renowned vineyard developer David Abreu planted the
vineyard in 1990, and it occupies a distinctive transitional zone between
the valley floor and the mountain terrain.

That location gives the vineyard its name. An ecotone is the transition
between two ecological communities, and here, the meeting of two
different growing environments provides a fascinating foundation for the
wine. The 2023 Proprietary Red is composed of 88 percent Cabernet
Sauvignon, 10 percent Petit Verdot, and 2 percent Merlot.

Under winemaker Julien Fayard’s direction, the wine is crafted to
emphasize refinement, concentration, and aromatic complexity. The
winery describes layers of purple and dark fruit, with the Petit Verdot
contributing additional structure and a lingering aromatic finish. It is a
sophisticated interpretation of the classic Bordeaux blend, favoring
balance and complexity over sheer power.

Production is exceptionally limited, with just four barrels produced for the

2023 vintage. That rarity adds another layer of appeal, especially for
collectors who value wines with both a compelling story and genuine
exclusivity. Of the wines in the 2023 collection, the Ecotone is an
especially intriguing choice for a milestone celebration, an important
dinner, or a thoughtfully assembled wine cellar.



A Wine Worth Making Time For

In an era when so many products are designed for immediate
consumption, there is something appealing about a wine created with
patience. The finest wines invite us to slow down, appreciate the details,
and enjoy the experience as much as the product itself.

BRION’s 2023 collection fits that philosophy beautifully. These wines suit
memorable evenings, whether paired with a beautifully prepared steak, a
leisurely dinner with friends, or a special occasion that calls for something
beyond the ordinary.

Cabernet Sauvignons naturally pair well with richly flavored dishes,
including prime beef, lamb, and aged cheeses. The Ecotone Proprietary
Red, with its Bordeaux-inspired composition, pairs particularly well with a
classic beef tenderloin or a carefully prepared rack of lamb.

Allowing these young wines time in a decanter is also worth considering,
particularly for the more structured selections. And while the wines are
certainly meant to be enjoyed, their limited production and quality-
focused approach also make them interesting to collectors with a long-
term view.

BRION’s approach to luxury feels authentic. The winery doesn’t rely on
prestige appellations or handsome packaging to justify its place among



California’s premium producers. There is a genuine commitment to
exceptional vineyard sites, experienced winemakers, small production
runs, and traditional craftsmanship.

For the enthusiast who appreciates a mechanical watch, a handcrafted
leather interior, or the unmistakable character of a beautifully restored
classic car, BRION’s philosophy feels immediately familiar. It is about
doing things properly, paying attention to the details, and understanding
that genuine quality rarely needs to make a great deal of noise.

Learn more at BRIONWines.com.

Quick Facts: BRION 2023 Wines

Category Details

Producer BRION

Founder Brion Wise

Vintage 2023

Region Nal?a Va!ley and Sonoma County,
California
Single-vineyard Cabernet

Wine styles Sauvignon and proprietary red
blends

Winemakers Julien Fayard, Mark Herold,

Massimo Monticelli

2023 Ecotone Vineyard

Featured wine Proprietary Red

88% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10%

Ecotone blend Petit Verdot, 2% Merlot




Ecotone production Four barrels

Website brionwines.com

Frequently Asked Questions

Who owns BRION wines?

BRION was founded by California vintner Brion Wise, who has developed
a portfolio of premium wine brands and vineyards across Napa Valley and
Sonoma County.

Where are BRION wines produced?

BRION works with vineyard sites in Napa Valley and Sonoma County,
including Caldwell Vineyard, Oakville Ranch, Sleeping Lady Vineyard,
Ecotone Vineyard, and Moon Mountain.

What makes BRION wines special?

BRION emphasizes single-vineyard expression, low production volumes,
exceptional vineyard locations, and the individual talents of several
respected California winemakers.

What is BRION Ecotone Vineyard Proprietary Red?

The Ecotone Proprietary Red is a Napa Valley Bordeaux-style blend made
primarily from Cabernet Sauvignon, with smaller proportions of Petit
Verdot and Merlot. Its vineyard is situated between St. Helena and Howell
Mountain.

Are BRION wines suitable for aging?

Many of BRION’s Cabernet Sauvignon wines are designed with the
structure and concentration associated with long-term cellaring. Actual



aging potential varies by vineyard, vintage, and storage conditions.
How can I purchase BRION wines?

BRION offers information about its wines and allocation opportunities
through its official website at brionwines.com.



