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Preface

Essential Overview
Basic Facts About the Bible
Development of the Modern Bible
Contents of the Bible
Main Themes
Interpreting the Bible
The Nature of God
Organization and Contents of This Book
Using This Book

PART ONE: THE OLD TESTAMENT

Chapter 1: The Beginning — The Creation, Evil Influences, and the Initial Agreements
Adam, Eve, and Noah
Abraham and Sarah
Lot and Sodom
God’s Agreement with Abraham
God Tests Abraham
Isaac and Rebekah
Esau and Jacob
Jacob and His Family

Chapter 2: Jacob Returns to Canaan — Family Crises and a Move to Egypt
Joseph and His Brothers
Famine Brings Israelites to Egypt

Chapter 3: Life in Egypt — God Rescues the Israelites from Oppression
Israelites Suffer in Egypt
Moses Is Born, Then Talks to God
Moses Returns to Egypt

Chapter 4: The Israelites Leave Egypt — God Sustains the Disgruntled Israelites and Gives Laws for Life
Moses Leads the People in the Wilderness
The Major Commands and Other Laws
More Rules for Living

Chapter 5: Life in the Wilderness — Lack of Faith Extends the Journey Back to Canaan
Crises on the Way to Canaan
Moses Is Challenged
Moses Continues to Lead
Moving Toward Canaan
Conflicts with the Moabites and Midianites
Final Preparations to Enter Canaan
Moses Gives His Final Words



Chapter 6: The Occupation of Canaan —Joshua’s Victories Eliminate Most Areas of Idolatry
Israel Crosses the Jordan and Attacks Jericho and Ai
Israelite Forces Attack Others in Canaan
Joshua Directs the Attacks Northward
The Conquest Is Complete

Chapter 7: Israel Struggles in Canaan — Tribes Separate, Abandon Their Faith, and Start

Losing God’s Blessing

Periodic Oppression and Victories

Deborah and Barak
Gideon and the Eastern Raiders
Jephthah and the Ammonites
Samson and the Philistines

Delilah
Naomi and Ruth
Other Conflicts and Periods of Peace

Chapter 8: Crowning a Unifying King — Initial National Status Has Mixed Results
Samuel, the Prophet and Judge
Conflict with the Philistines
Saul, Israel’s First King
Saul’s Flaws
David Rises, Saul Falls
Goliath
Saul Pursues David

Chapter 9: King David and King Solomon — Flawed Characters Lead During Israel’s Golden Age
David Rules and Israel Expands
David and Bathsheba
Trouble in Israel and David’s Family
King Solomon and the Temple
Solomon’s Wisdom and Wealth

Chapter 10: The Divided Kingdom — Evil Kings in the North and South Resist Prophets’ Warnings

The Northern Kingdom and Its Prophets
Amos
Elijah
Elisha
Hosea

The Southern Kingdom and Its Prophets
Jehoshaphat
Isaiah and Predictions of a Coming King
Micah’s Messages of Judgment and Hope

Chapter 11: Both Kingdoms Fall — Assyrians and Babylonians Conquer Israelites
The Northern Kingdom Falls
The South Survives
Hezekiah

Josiah
Jeremiah and Other Prophets (Joel, Zephaniah, Obadiah, Nahum, Jonah, Habakkuk)

The Southern Kingdom Falls



Chapter 12: Life in Exile, Then Restoration — Israelites Thrive in Distant Lands and a Remnant

Returns to Canaan
Ezekiel’s Messages to the Exiled
Daniel and His Faithful Companions
A New Policy Prompts Their Return and Restoration
Haggai and Zechariah
Esther and Mordecai in Persia
Ezra Returns to Jerusalem
Nehemiah
Malachi

Chapter 13: Biblical Poetry
Psalm 1
Psalm 23
Psalm 46
Psalm 51
Psalm 66
Psalm 96
Psalm 97
Psalm 100
Psalm 121
Psalm 124
Psalm 139
Psalm 146
Psalm 149

Chapter 14: Unique Books in the Old Testament
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Job
Jonah
Song of Solomon

PART TWO: THE NEW TESTAMENT

Chapter 15: The Messiah Arrives — Two Babies Grow Up and Announce a New Era

Background

The People of Palestine

The Life of Jesus
A Baby Is Born
Another Baby Is Born

Three Wise Men

The Family Visits Jerusalem
John Emerges from the Wilderness
Jesus Is Tested and Starts to Preach
Jesus Calls His First Followers



Chapter 16: Acts of Jesus — Unusual Encounters and Miracles Attract Large Crowds
Meaningful Encounters
The Samaritan Woman
A Secret Meeting in the Night
Zacchaeus the Tax Collector
A Rich Young Ruler
A Sinful Woman Anoints Jesus
Miracles Performed by Jesus
A Wedding Miracle
Jesus Heals Many Types of People
Jesus Heals Those with Evil Spirits
The Dead Come to Life
Jesus Behaves in Unusual Ways
Jesus Associates with Sinners
Jesus Disrupts the Temple
Jesus and the Sea of Galilee
The Twelve Disciples
John the Baptist

Chapter 17: Teachings of Jesus — Unorthodox Views Challenge the Religious Status Quo
What Defiles a Person
The Sabbath
The Good Samaritan
Joy in Finding What Is Lost
The Prodigal Son
More Parables about Unexpected Generosity
Parables about Seeds
The Sermon on the Mountain
Prayer
God Is Revealed in Jesus
The Costs of Discipleship
Preparing for Judgment
Parable of the Ten Virgins
Parable of the Gifts of Gold
Parable of the Sheep and the Goats
Condemnation of Religious Leaders
Names of Jesus

Chapter 18: Arrest, Trial, and Execution — Religious Leaders Successfully Eliminate Jesus

Jesus Enters Jerusalem

The Last Meal with the Disciples
Jesus Predicts His Betrayal
Jesus Gives a New Command and Predicts Peter’s Denial
Jesus Comforts His Disciples

The Garden of Gethsemane

Jesus Before the Sanhedrin

Jesus Faces Pilate

Torture and Execution

The Death and Burial of Jesus



Chapter 19: Life After Death — Jesus Returns from the Grave
Sightings of Jesus
The Road to Emmaus
Jesus Appears to the Disciples
Jesus Appears in Galilee
Jesus Reinstates Peter
Final Words and Actions

Chapter 20: The Apostles Respond and Scatter — News About Jesus Spreads as Believers Are

Persecuted

Peter Leads as the Movement Grows
The Believers Are Persecuted

More Leaders Are Chosen

Stephen Is Killed
The Believers Scatter

Saul

Philip
Peter Continues to Lead

The Encounter with Cornelius

Herod
The Christians and the Church in Antioch

Chapter 21: Paul’s Travels — Three Trips Create Churches in Asia Minor, Macedonia, and Greece
Paul and Barnabas Travel Together
Preaching in Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe
The Council at Jerusalem
Paul Takes Another Trip
Traveling to Macedonia
Paul and Silas in a Philippian Prison
In Thessalonica and Berea
In Athens
In Corinth
Paul Takes a Third Trip
Ephesus
Further Travels

Chapter 22: From Jerusalem to Rome — Paul Uses His Citizenship to Make Another Trip
Paul Is Arrested in Jerusalem
Paul Addresses the Sanhedrin
The Plot to Kill Paul
Trials Before Roman Officials
Paul’s Trial Before Festus
Festus Consults King Agrippa
Paul Sails to Rome
Landing on Malta
Paul Preaches in Rome Under Guard



Chapter 23: Paul’s Letters to Believers — New Churches Receive Encouragement and Instruction
Letter to the Galatians
Letters to the Thessalonians
Letters to the Corinthians
Paul’s Last Letter to the Corinthians
Letter to the Romans
Humanity Has a Sinful Nature
Jesus, the Ultimate Sacrifice
Christian Holiness
Updating the Promises to the Israelites
Living as Christians in the World
Letter to the Colossians
Letter to the Ephesians
Letter to the Philippians
Letters to Church Leaders
Titus
Philemon
Timothy

Chapter 24: Other Letters to Believers — Apostles Send General Letters to the Church
Peter’s Letters

Letter from James

Letters from Jude and John
Letters from John

Letter to the Hebrews

Chapter 25: Predictions About the Future — Mysterious Messages Foresee a Cataclysmic Finale
Difficulty Understanding Apocalyptic Literature
Encouragement to Seven Churches
The End of History
Vision of the Scrolls and Trumpets

Evil Forces Gather but Are Defeated by Heavenly Powers
The Millennium and Judgment
A New Heaven and a New Earth

Epilogue
Author’s Perspective
APPENDIXES
Appendix A: Books in the Bible
Appendix B: Chronology of Main Biblical Characters and Events
Appendix C: Suggestions for Further Reading
Study Bibles

Paraphrased Translations of the Bible
Other Helpful Resources



Appendix D: Index/Glossary
Names of People, Groups, and Supernatural Beings
Geographical Locations (Cities, mountains, rivers, regions, countries)
Concepts, Stories, and Other Terms

Appendix E: Scripture References
Appendix F: Alignment with Bible Books

Appendix G: Maps
1. World of the Patriarchs
Moses and the Exodus
The 12 Tribes & Conquest of Canaan
Kingdoms of Saul, David, and Solomon
Northern and Southern Kingdoms
Land of the Prophets
Exiles to Assyrian, Babylonian, & Persian Empires
Jesus’ Ministry in Palestine
. Apostles’ Early Travels
10. Paul’s 1st & 2nd Missionary Trips
11. Paul’s 3rd Missionary Trip & Journey to Rome
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