
INSTRUCTIONS: Department of Education Advocacy Campaign – Please copy and paste the following letter with your signature into your legislator’s “Contact Me” webpage. To find your federal Congress members, go to: https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials/?_gl=1*imz97f*_ga*MTE3OTAzNDQ0Ny4xNzA4MzEyOTUw*_ga_GXFTMLX26S*MTcwODMxMjk1MC4xLjEuMTcwODMxMzAwMy4wLjAuMA 


Dear Senator/Representative LAST NAME: 
As your constituent, I urge you to protect our children and the Department of Education (DOE). The DOE ensures that services and opportunities are consistent across states in protecting students with disabilities. DOE holds states and schools accountable under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Dismantling the DOE will negative impact students with disabilities across the U.S. 
According to the National Education Association (NEA), public schools enroll 90% of America’s students, and specifically 95% of students with disabilities. These schools have a critical and important role in providing and protecting a free, equitable public education for all students, including children and young adults with disabilities. Special education provides services that improve physical, cognitive, social, behavioral, and emotional outcomes for children with disabilities, prepare them for future employment or life skills, impact their activities of daily living, and enhance their quality of life. Dismantling the DOE jeopardizes the rights of students with disabilities to an equitable and consistent education, impacting learning, civil rights protections, and life skills.  
DOE was founded to provide students, regardless of their ability, where they live, the color of their skin, or their family incomes, with a quality and equitable public education. I encourage you to stand up against the dismantling of the Department of Education to protect the rights and education of all American children and young adults, especially students with disabilities. 
Sincerely, 

