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On behalf  of  the CARTE Board of  Directors,  I  would
l ike to extend our s incere appreciat ion to the American
Therapeutic  Recreation Associat ion (ATRA) for i ts
continued sponsorship and partnership.  ATRA’s
ongoing support  is  essential  to CARTE’s work and
ref lects  a  shared commitment to advancing the qual i ty,
consistency,  and credibi l i ty  of  Recreational  Therapy
education.  We are grateful  for  ATRA’s col laboration,
col legial  dialogue,  and advocacy in support  of
accreditat ion and academic excel lence across  the
profess ion.

I  also wish to recognize and congratulate  al l  academic
programs in Recreational  Therapy that  currently hold
CAAHEP accreditat ion,  as  recommended by CARTE,
as wel l  as  those programs act ively engaged in the
accreditat ion process  through self-study and
preparation for s i te  vis i ts.  Achieving and maintaining
accreditat ion requires  s ignif icant  dedicat ion,
ref lect ion,  and continuous improvement.  Your efforts
strengthen not only your individual  programs,  but  the
profess ion as  a  whole by ensuring high-qual i ty
educational  preparation for future recreational
therapists.

To programs that  are in the early stages of  considering
accreditat ion,  please know that  CARTE remains ful ly
committed to ensuring equitable  access  to accreditat ion
for al l  academic programs.  In col laboration with
CAAHEP, our goal  is  to provide c lear  guidance,
transparent  processes,  and t imely support  so that
programs—regardless  of  s ize,  degree level ,  or
geographic location—can successful ly  pursue and
sustain accreditat ion.  Accreditat ion is  a  shared
responsibi l i ty  and a col lect ive investment in the future
of  Recreational  Therapy,  and CARTE is  dedicated to
walking alongside programs throughout this  journey.

https://www.facebook.com/atrainaction/about/?_rdr
https://www.instagram.com/atrainaction/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/atrainaction?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/atrainaction/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.caahep.org/committees-on-accreditation/recreational-therapy
https://www.atra-online.com/
mailto:cartecoa@gmail.com


CARTE Business  Highl ights

The CARTE Board continues to act ively engage in the governance and continuous
improvement of  the accreditat ion system. Recent and ongoing areas of  focus
include:

Accreditat ion and Program Review: Conducting init ial  and continuing
accreditat ion reviews,  overseeing s i te  vis i ts,  and making accreditat ion
recommendations to CAAHEP.
 Standards Review and Alignment:  Actively reviewing and updating the
standards to ensure continued relevance,  c larity,  and al ignment with profess ional
and accreditat ion expectat ions.
 Annual  Reports  and Compliance:  Ref ining processes  related to annual  reports,
c i tat ion tracking,  and t imel ines  to support  programs while  maintaining
accountabi l i ty  and consistency.
 Collaboration and Communication:  Strengthening col laboration with CAAHEP,
ATRA, and academic programs through regular  l ia ison communication,  special
interest  groups,  newsletters,  and conference engagement.
 Governance and Sustainabi l i ty:  Addressing Board development,  bylaws,
f inancial  oversight,  and long-term organizat ional  sustainabi l i ty  to support
CARTE’s miss ion.

As Chair,  I  am continual ly  inspired by the dedicat ion of  our Board members,  s i te
vis i tors,  l ia isons,  and educators  who give their  t ime and expert ise  in service to
accreditat ion and the profess ion.  CARTE remains steadfast  in i ts  responsibi l i ty  to
uphold r igorous standards,  support  academic programs,  and promote excel lence in
Recreational  Therapy education.

Thank you to our partners,  accredited programs,  and col leagues across  the
profess ion for your continued trust  and engagement.  We look forward to ongoing
col laboration as  we work together to strengthen Recreational  Therapy education
and,  ult imately,  the services  provided to those we serve.

Sincerely,
Tim Passmore,  PhD, CTRS
Chair,  Committee on Accreditat ion of  Recreational  Therapy Education (CARTE)

MESSAGE FROM CARTE  CHAIR cont inued

We are looking for content for our
Fall  newsletter featur ing t ips for

our currently accredited programs
and those in the planning stages!
We are currently seeking t ips on

how your program calculates
retention rates and best uses for

your advisory board. 
Please send your ideas to

emessina@fiu.edu. 

SELF  REPORT & 
ANNUAL REPORT T IPS  

SEEKING BOARD MEMBER
NOMINATIONS!

The CARTE board is currently
recruit ing for Practioner,  Employer,

and Student posit ions.  
Duties include meeting one t ime a
month and assist ing with review of

academic programs. 
I f  interested, please send a

statement of interest,  resume/2pg
CV, and 3 references to

emessina@fiu.edu by May 15  t h
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Accredited
Programs

CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 
DALHOUSIE UNIVESITY
EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
INDIANA UNIVERSITY
OKLAHOMA STATE
UNIVERSITY
SLIPPERY ROCK UNIVERSITY
TEMPLE UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY OF LETHBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY OF NEW
HAMPSHIRE
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH
CAROLINA-WILMINGTON
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN
MISSISSIPPI
UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO
UNIVERSITY OF UTAH
WESTERN CAROLINA
UNIVERSITY

BECOME A  CARTE  S ITE  V IS ITOR 
I f  you are interested in becoming a CARTE Site
Visitor,  please email  a copy of your CV or
resume to the CARTE Chair  Dr.  Tim Passmore,
Ed.D.,  CTRS/L, FDRT at  CARTECOA@gmail .com

CARTE recommends Internship Site Supervisor
trainings every 3 years.  These trainings can be
done by the university or through ATRA. The
ATRA Qual ity Internship Supervisor Training (or
QIST for short)  was designed by ATRA with
input and support from CARTE using a panel of
experts,  reviewed by practit ioners and
educators.  The QIST program contains 8
modules, each approximately 30 minutes in
length.  You can f ind out more on the ATRA
Education page!

Need some gu idance  t ra in ing
your  c l in ica l  superv isors?   

ATRA SPECIAL  INTEREST  GROUPS
Do you know what a SIG is? SIG stands for
‘Special  Interest Group’ and ATRA has one
specif ically for accreditat ion and another one
specif ically for QIST! You can access the SIGS
from your ATRA Connect tab. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWEST
CAAHEP ACCREDITED PROGRAM

The University of Toledo Recreational Therapy
Program offers both on campus and onl ine  
curr iculum.

mailto:cartecoa@gmail.com
https://www.utoledo.edu/programs/undergrad/recreational-therapy/
https://online.utoledo.edu/programs/recreational-therapy/
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