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As we reach the end of another school year, I find it hard to believe how quickly the time has
passed. Looking back, it has been an incredible year packed with learning, achievement and
memorable experiences. Alongside working hard every day in the classroom, the children have
taken part in a wide range of exciting events and opportunities that have helped create lasting
memories.

One of my personal highlights was our Cultural Day back in September. It was a wonderful
community event where families came together to celebrate what is important to them and
their culture. The children shared presentations, and parents generously cooked and baked food
for everyone to enjoy. It was a fantastic celebration of our school community, and I hope it
becomes an annual tradition.

When I asked some of the children about their favourite moments this year, their answers
showed just how much they have enjoyed their experiences. Millie and Arina in Year 3 & 4 chose
Hooke Court: "We got to build rafts together and it was fun spending time with each other." Lily in
Kindergarten said, "I love Forest School, I like finding insects." In Year 6, Peyton's highlight was
Founders' Day because "I loved doing all the different activities," while Kassidy, Year 5, chose
Sports Day, saying, "I especially liked cheering on my friends."

At this time of year, we also say some sad goodbyes. We wish Donatello, Ruan and Peyton every
success as they move on to secondary school. We also say goodbye to Lily, Stanley and Ayla as
they begin their Reception journeys at new schools. Good luck to all of you, continue to work hard
and be the very best you can be.

We are also saying farewell to Dave, Danielle and Noah, who are moving to new school. Your
laughter, smiles and enthusiasm will be greatly missed. In addition, we say goodbye to Mr
Penfold and Miss Bamford. Thank you both for everything you have contributed to our school,
and we wish you every success in your new roles and endeavours.

Looking ahead to September, we are pleased to be introducing Compass, a new system that
combines the functions of iSAMS and ScoPay. Following feedback from parents and staff, we
believe this will provide a much more user-friendly experience. Further details will be shared
before the start of the new academic year.

Finally, I would like to say a heartfelt thank you for your continued support throughout the year.
Together, we have helped make this a truly special year for our children.

I wish you all a wonderful, restful summer break and look forward to seeing many of you again in
September.

With best wishes,
Head Teacher

Head Teacher’s Message
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We would also like to wish a fond farewell and good luck to
Sophie Bamford, a valued member of staff who truly does a bit

of everything! Whether supporting children as a Teaching
Assistant, helping at lunchtime, assisting in the school office or
bringing energy and enthusiasm to Teatime Care and Holiday

Club, she has been an important part of school life and has
touched the lives of so many children and families. We are

incredibly proud that she is taking the next step in her career
journey and heading to university to study Paediatric Nursing; a
profession that is perfectly suited to her caring, compassionate

nature.

Goodbye and farewell to our amazing Year 6s.  Peyton,
Donatello and Ruan are off to pastures new and have
been an exceptional group who have contributed so

much to our school through their kindness, enthusiasm,
resilience and sense of community. It has been a privilege  

MR PENFOLD

Spotlights
Shining the light on our top performers 

YEAR 6 LEAVERS
Students

Staff

Congratulations to our Year 6 students for
completing primary school!

MISS BAMFORD

Learning Assistant, Office Assistant, Lunchtime
Supervisor - you name it, she does it!

We would also like to say a heartfelt farewell to Lee Penfold, our
much-loved Site Manager, who is moving on to an exciting new
role at Marwell Hotel. Over the years, he has become a familiar and
friendly face to pupils, staff and families alike, always going above 

 to watch them grow into confident young people, ready for
the next stage of  their journey. Whilst we will miss their smiles,
laughter and unique personalities, we are immensely proud of

all they have achieved.

and beyond to keep our school safe, welcoming and running
smoothly. His kindness, humour and willingness to help have made a

all who know him. We thank him for his dedication and the countless ways he has supported our
school, and we wish him every happiness and success in this exciting new chapter.

lasting impact on our school community, and he will be greatly missed by 



Science MuseumScience MuseumScience Museum
Our whole school, from Kindergarten through to
Year 6, enjoyed an exciting day at Winchester
Science Centre. Throughout the visit, the children
took part in a fascinating sound workshop,
explored the interactive exhibits and travelled
through space in the impressive planetarium,
where they learned about our solar system and
ventured beyond to discover the wonders of the
universe. The hands-on activities sparked curiosity
and encouraged the children to ask questions,
investigate ideas and develop their understanding
of the world around them.

One of the most special aspects of the trip was
that children were organised into mixed-age
groups, giving them the opportunity to work
collaboratively and support one another
throughout the day. Younger pupils benefited
from the encouragement and guidance of older
children, while the older pupils demonstrated
responsibility, leadership and kindness. It was
wonderful to see friendships develop across year
groups as everyone learned together, making
the day not only an engaging educational
experience but also a valuable opportunity to
strengthen our whole-school community.

Founders' Day was a wonderful opportunity for us
to celebrate the lives and legacy of our founders,
Jean-Marie de La Mennais and Gabriel Deshayes.
We began the day with a special Mass before
spending the day working together in our house
teams. Children collaborated to create a giant
school emblem, made journey sticks in Forest
School and enjoyed taking part in some lively
country dancing activities.

The celebrations continued with a delicious fish
and chip lunch and a baking competition, where
children and families showcased an impressive
array of school-inspired cakes and biscuits. The
day was a fantastic example of our strong school
community, with parents joining us at the end of
the day to admire the children's work and even
take part in some country dancing themselves. It
was a joyful day of learning, creativity and
togetherness.

Founders DayFounders DayFounders Day



Sports DaySports DaySports Day

Water Fight!Water Fight!Water Fight!

Sports Day was, once again, one of the highlights
of our school year and it certainly did not
disappoint. The day began with a range of field
events, where every child gave their very best,
demonstrating determination, resilience and
outstanding sportsmanship. 

Families then joined us for a picnic lunch, creating a
wonderful sense of community before the
excitement continued with the track events in the
afternoon.

It was fantastic to see every child encouraging their
friends, celebrating successes and showing great
respect for one another throughout the day. We were
delighted by the superb turnout from parents, whose
enthusiasm helped create an incredible atmosphere
from start to finish. The cheers, smiles and sense of
togetherness made it a truly memorable event—one
that was still being talked about for days afterwards.

To round off an exceptionally hot week, we
surprised the children with a whole-school water
fight in the woods.  Buckets, sponges and water
syringes were hidden throughout the woodland,
while Mr Darby and Mrs Pay came fully equipped
with water guns and were ready for action.
There was lots of laughter, plenty of running and
some very sneaky ambushes as children and
staff alike joined in the fun. It was the perfect
way to cool down and celebrate the end of a
busy week, and by the time it was over, it was
safe to say that nobody went home dry, staff
included!



Early YearsEarly YearsEarly Years

Key Stage 1Key Stage 1Key Stage 1
Key Stage 1 and Early Years were lucky enough to receive a second
visit from the Rivers Trust. The children took part in an exciting pond-
dipping activity, where they carefully collected, observed and
identified a variety of plants and creatures that can be found in local
rivers and ponds. Through this hands-on experience, they learned
about habitats, food chains and the importance of biodiversity, while
developing their observation and classification skills. The children
discovered that even the smallest creatures play an important role in
maintaining healthy ecosystems and gained a greater appreciation
of how we can all help to protect our local environment.

This half term, our Kindergarten and Reception children have been very
busy!

Our Kindergarten children have been preparing for their move into
Reception through a range of exciting learning opportunities. One
particularly rainy day, I could hear squeals of excitement coming from
the playground. On investigation, I found the children, dressed in their
waterproofs, jumping enthusiastically in a huge puddle! While having
great fun, they were also learning about cause and effect, developing
their coordination and balance, and building confidence as they
explored the world around them.

The children have also enjoyed marble printing. Watching colourful inks
swirl and combine to create unique pieces of artwork is always
fascinating. Through this activity, they developed their creativity, fine
motor skills and hand-eye coordination, while exploring colour mixing
and discovering that there can be many different outcomes from the
same activity. It has been wonderful to see the children learning
through play, exploration and discovery.

Year 1 and Year 2 have also been busy learning about time in Maths. Time
can be a tricky concept to grasp, particularly in a world where digital
devices and clocks are used so frequently. However, being able to tell the
time on an analogue clock remains an important life skill. Through
practical activities and plenty of hands-on practice, the children have
been learning to read o'clock, half past, quarter past and quarter to, as
well as understanding how time helps us organise our daily lives. We are
incredibly proud of the perseverance and determination they have shown
while mastering this challenging skill. Well done, Year 1 and Year 2!



Key Stage 2Key Stage 2Key Stage 2
Year 3 and Year 4 have been busy learning another tricky
mathematical concept, money. Like telling the time, this can be
challenging in a world where many people use cards, phones
and smart watches instead of cash. However, it is an essential
life skill. The children have been learning to recognise coins and
notes, add amounts together and calculate change accurately.
We have been delighted to see the confidence, perseverance
and problem-solving skills they have shown while tackling this
important area of Maths. Well done, Year 3 and Year 4!

Year 3 and Year 4 have also been busy in RE, learning about the
Conversion of Saul and how this life-changing event led him to
become Paul, one of Christianity's most important leaders. To
deepen their understanding, the children rehearsed and
performed a short play based on the story for the rest of the
school. Through this activity, they developed their confidence,
teamwork and speaking skills, while reflecting on themes of
forgiveness, change and faith. We were incredibly proud of the
enthusiasm and maturity they showed in sharing their learning.

Year 5 and Year 6 have been learning about the fascinating
Maya civilisation, exploring their way of life, homes, inventions
and impressive number system. This topic has shown the
children that the Maya were highly skilled astronomers,
mathematicians and architects who built remarkable cities
long before modern technology existed. Through their studies,
the children have gained a greater understanding of how
ancient civilisations have shaped our world, and we have been
impressed by their curiosity and enthusiasm throughout the
topic.

Year 5 and Year 6 were also privileged to enjoy a trip
to Wimbledon on the opening day of the
Championships. The children were excited to travel by
train, experience the atmosphere of this world-
famous event, relax on Henman Hill and enjoy
strawberries and cream. They also watched top-class
tennis, including British player Cameron Norrie in
action. It was a truly memorable experience that
inspired the children and created lasting memories.
What an incredible opportunity!



Thursday 3rd - 8.40am Children Return to school

Autumn Term - 1st half Dates
September

Thursay 24th - School aged Immunisations

October

Friday 18th - Jeans for Genes day

Friday 25th - Cultural Day

Friday 16th - Last Day of Term - School closes at 3.45pm

Friday 18th - Race night - Charlton Curry Cup (event
organised by the PTA)

Friday 16th - Autumn Disco

Class names
From September we have decided to give our classes names.
These were chosen for their link to both nature and faith.





UniformUniformUniform
We are incredibly proud of our school uniform, which helps to foster a sense of belonging, pride and
identity within our school community. Over the past two years, we have been carefully introducing a
new uniform through a phased approach, giving families time to make the transition gradually.  

From September 2026, the new uniform will become compulsory for all pupils. We believe this change
will ensure a consistent, smart appearance across the school while continuing to provide excellent
value and convenience for families.

Uniform can be ordered directly from our supplier, Schoolwear
Direct, by scanning the QR code to the right. This provides families
with a simple and convenient way to purchase all compulsory
uniform items. The only exceptions are Forest School waterproofs
and hair accessories, which are available separately. If you would
like further information about these items or wish to place an
order, please contact the school office, who will be happy to help.



GirlsGirls  Girls 
Notes for girls uniform

Burgundy tartan

pinafore EYFS & KS1

Navy blazer

Burgundy tartan

skirt KS2
Revere collared

blouse
Navy tights

Black school shoes

White trainers for PE

Navy or burgundy

hair accessories

boysboysboys
Notes for boys uniformCharcoal grey

shorts or trousersBurgundy jumper &tie
Navy blazer
Black school shoesGrey or black socksWhite trainers for PE

RulesRulesRules
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SOCIAL MEDIA AGE RESTRICTIONS FOR UNDER 16S

THE UK GOVERNMENT HAS ANNOUNCED IT WILL BAN SOCIAL MEDIA

PLATFORMS FROM PROVIDING THEIR SERVICES TO UNDER-16S.

WHICH PLATFORMS WILL BE

INCLUDED IN THE BAN?

WHAT WON’T BE

INCLUDED?

SmartPhoneFreeChildhood.com

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE

INFORMATION?

The Government has
confirmed the restriction will
cover platforms including:

Instagram
TikTok
Snapchat
YouTube
Facebook
X

WhatsApp and
messaging Apps
Games like Roblox,
although specific features
like stranger messaging
and direct messaging will
be targeted.

WHY 16?
The current minimum age for
social media, thirteen, was
never based on evidence about
children's wellbeing. There is
growing evidence about
adolescent brain development
and the harms of social media
during early teenage years.

Social media companies will be legally required to stop providing
their services to anyone under 16. This means platforms must
verify that a user is 16 or over before allowing them to create or
access an account.

WHEN? Early 2027

https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resource/uk-social-media-under-16-faq
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Visit a
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at the beach 

Create a piece Learn a song
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and film
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Do a litter
pick in your
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Write a thank
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local emergency
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Go for a
bike ride

 

Swim
in the
sea

Makesomething
usingrecycled
materials * 

Spend 10
minutesinsilent 

reflection
outside

 

Donate some
clothes or toys
to a charity 

Go for a walk
and see what

different birds
you can see 

 

Create a
Summer 

wordsearch * 

Writeastory
aboutabout
somewhere
you visited 

Create a
food parcel
for a local
foodbank* 

Plantsome
flowers or

seeds and help
them grow 

 

Film or voice 
record yourself 

talking about an 
interesting day 

during the 
Summer 

 

Return your BINGO board with a completed row for a small prize or a full house for a big prize! 

* Look on Google Classroom for ideas and help - you can update we would love to see photos on
Google Classroom of your adventures and activities 



SSuumm
mmeerr  PPuuzzzzllee  PPaaggeeSum
mer Puzzle Page

Count how many insects are hidden around the newsletter. 

How many insects are hidden? 
31



If you have any safeguarding concerns, please email our
Designated Safeguarding Lead at:

safeguarding@charltonhouseindependentschool.co.uk

You can also visit our website using the QR code below to
access our policies and for further advice and guidance.

Safeguarding

Good LuckGood LuckGood Luck

mailto:safeguarding@charltonhouseindependentschool.co.uk
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