
ST. CLARE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

SEPTEMBER 20,  2026 |  25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MASS SCHEDULE
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday | 5:00pm, Vigil
Sunday | 8:30am, 10:45am

For livestream weekend Mass, visit
www.saintclarechurch.org 

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday | 8:30am
Wednesday | 8:30am
Thursday | 8:30am, School Mass
Friday | 8:30am

WELCOME TO ALL!
Whether you’re just visiting us for a
brief time, looking for a new parish
home, are returning to the practice of
your Catholic faith or are interested in
finding out more about the Catholic
Church, we’re happy to have you
here. 
St. Clare is a Catholic community
guided by the Holy Spirit to proclaim
Christ’s love in worship, service and
life-long learning.

Saturday | 4-4:30pm or 
by appointment, contact Fr. Don

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
8:30am, 12:00 noon, 7:00pm

1812 SW Spring Garden St
Portland, OR 97219
(503) 244-5458
www.stclarepreschool.org 

PRESCHOOL

CONTACT INFORMATION

8535 SW 19th Ave
Portland, OR 97219 
(503) 244-1037
office@saintclarechurch.org
www.saintclarechurch.org 

SCHOOL
1807 SW Freeman St
Portland, OR 97219 
(503) 244-7600
info@stclarepdx.org
www.stclarepdx.org

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm

CHURCH

Monthly on the 1  Saturday from  2-4pm
Benediction at 3:45pm

st

RECONCILIATION

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

https://masslivestream.com/churches/saintclarechurch
https://masslivestream.com/churches/saintclarechurch
http://www.stclarepdx.org/
http://www.stclarepdx.org/
mailto:office@saintclarechurch.org
http://www.saintclarechurch.org/
http://www.saintclarechurch.org/
mailto:info@stclarepdx.org
http://www.stclarepdx.org/


Address:

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

PARISH STAFF
Pastor
Fr. Don Gutmann
(503) 244-1037 x101
frdon@saintclarechurch.org

Deacon
Dcn. Bill McNamara
(503) 244-1037 x108
dcnbill@saintclarechurch.org 

Pastoral Associate
Kim Zea
(503) 244-1037 x104
kim@saintclarechurch.org 

Children’s Faith Formation
Debbie Henkelman 
(503) 244-1037 x103
debbie@saintclarechurch.org

Business Manager
Crystal Gwyn
(503) 244-1037 x102
Crystal@saintclarechurch.org

Faith Formation Assistant
Jodie Tatafu
(503) 244-1037 x105
jodie@saintclarechurch.org

Aministrative Assistant
Maria Clemente
(503) 244-1037 x100
 

Maria@saintclarechurch.org

School Principal
Chris Harris
(503) 244-7600
charris@stclarepdx.org

School Office Manager 
Donna Parker MacNeur
(503) 244-7600
dmacneur@stclarepdx.org
\

Preschool Director
Nancy Melzer
(503) 244-5458
nancy@stclarepreschool.org 

Preschool Office Manager
Jeanne Raffety
(503) 244-5458
jeanne@stclarepreschool.org

FR. DON’S MUSINGS

Whether you are a current parishioner and need to update your

information or newly arrived in the parish and not yet registered, 

please complete the form below and place in the offertory basket. 

STAY UPDATED

Name: Phone:

□ New Parishioner 
□ New Phone Number 
□ Returning Catholic 

□ New Address 
□ Moving (please remove from parish directory) 
□ Please send Sunday Offertory envelopes 

Email: 

The master rewards the 
latecomers with the same 
wage as those who labored all day,
upsetting the construct of who
deserves what — and why. May we
never seek to be the judge of what
others deserve. May we labor in our
vineyard with joy and gratitude.@LPi

I sure enjoyed our big combined Mass and “picnic” (indoors) last weekend!
This is a great church family. Thank you for your part in helping us to be
who we are. I especially appreciated the combined choir under the
direction of Suz Ruddock. Wow, they really had a lot of enthusiasm and
energy.  And Debbie Henkelman coordinated the picnic and was so calm
about the change in preparations to do it indoors.  I appreciated all the
high schoolers and middle schoolers who helped with the set up/take
down as well as leading the carnival games. Great young people. It’s a joy to
serve at St. Clare Church.

This weekend is our men’s ACTS retreat. A team of 24 men have been
preparing for this weekend for 4 months. It’s a great weekend experience
for the men who are attending. For many men, this weekend can be a life-
changing experience in their faith-life and their family life. We’ll conclude
the retreat at our 10:45 Mass, and the men and their families will share a
meal after Mass. Please continue to keep them in your prayers.

I ended up pretty sick early this week. Thankfully, parishioners prayed over
me after the morning Mass and I recovered unusually quickly. I praise God
for the power of prayer. Often I am called to pray over people for healing,
but this time I needed the healing, and people stepped forward and prayed
over me. Good stuff!

                               Let’s keep praying for one another.     

       
–Fr. Don



8:30 am Mass For the People Church

10:45 am
Mass

+Richard Zach
Church

11:30 am Ministry Fair Parish Hall

Week-at-a-Glance

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

4:00 pm
Confession 
(until 4:30)

Church

5:00 pm
Vigil Mass

+Linda Conti &
+ Laura Digregorio

Church

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
8:30 am Mass For the People Church

10:45 am
Mass

+Margaret Schrader
Church

11:45 am ACTS Retreat Lunch Parish Hall

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

8:30 am 
Daily Mass

+David Hansen
Church 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

8:30 am 
Daily Mass

Henkelman Family
Church

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

8:30 am 
Daily Mass

+George Oberding
Church

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
8:30 am Daily Mass Church

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Backpack Blessing at 5pm Mass & Ministry fair
9:00 am Brothers in Spirit Parish Office

3:00 pm ACTS Women Gathering Parish Office

4:00 pm
Confession 
(until 4:30)

Church

5:00 pm
Vigil Mass

+Betty Mae Mainsfield
Church

5:45 pm Ministry Fair Parish Hall

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Backpack Blessing at both Masses & Ministry fair

SACRAMENTS

BAPTISM

Please contact Deacon Bill McNamara for more
information.

FAITH FORMATION & SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

MARRIAGE
Please contact Fr. Don to learn more about the six-
month preparation required for getting married at St.
Clare Church. 

More information available at
saintclarechurch.org/sacraments 

For Adults please contact Kim Zea. 
For Teens and Children please contact Debbie
Henkelman.

SCRIPTURE   READINGS

SEPT. 27, 2026 | 26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

First Reading: Ezekiel 18: 25-28 (136A)

Psalms: Psalm 25: 4-5, 6-7, 8-9

Second Reading: Philippians 2: 1-11 or 2:1-5

Gospel: Matthew 21: 28-32

 For daily readings, please visit www.usccb.org. 

REFLECT AND RESPOND TO TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

1  Readingst

2nd Reading

Gospel Reading

NEXT WEEK SCRIPTURE

As Paul writes to the Philippians from prison, he speaks
of his spiritual dilemma of feeling caught between life
and death. Who do you turn to for spiritual guidance?

Isaiah teaches that while God’s thoughts and ways are
far beyond our understanding, the Lord is nonetheless
near to us. When do you feel closest to God?

In the parable of the workers in the vineyard, Jesus
teaches that in the kingdom of Heaven, God’s
generosity is not always easily understood. Where do
you see God’s generosity at work among your family or
friends?

mailto:dcnbill@saintclarechurch.org
mailto:frdon@saintclarechurch.org
https://www.saintclarechurch.org/sacraments
https://www.saintclarechurch.org/sacraments
mailto:kim@saintclarechurch.org
mailto:debbie@saintclarechurch.org
mailto:debbie@saintclarechurch.org
http://www.usccb.org/


Actual
Offertory

Average
Offertory

Goal

Amount
Over

(Under)
Goal

W/E 9.13.2026 $10,650 $13,458 ($2,808)

Total
September $24,528

Fisal Year
26/27* $116,076 $148,037 ($31,961)

*FY 25/26 Offertory Goal: $13,458 per week to fund the
current programs, personnel and facilities of the church.

         red cross blood drive
Thursday, September 24,2026

Parish Hall 2:15-6:30pm

Please register at www.redcrossblood.org

If you need assistance call 1.800.RED.CROSS or

contact Maria DaSilva, 

St. Clare Blood Drive Coordinator, 

at 503.260.3633 or mariad8984@gmail.com

Canned Fruit especially Mixed Fruit

ADMINISTRATION OUTREACH

OFFERTORY REPORT
MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO CONTRIBUTE!

Donating online is easy! Scan your phone
camera at the QR Code and follow the link.
Thank you for your support!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERFUL 
AND GENEROUS SUPPORT

BECAUSE OF YOU — THEY ARE READY TO SHEPHERD

Thirty-six seminarians are preparing to become the
future priests of our Church in western Oregon.

Please pray for our seminarians 
and consider making a gift in support of our future

priests.

Scan the QR code or 
visit Appeal.ArchdPDX.org/sem 

ay.

For a Wonderful One Mass “Social!”

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped make this
year’s St. Clare One Mass Social such a wonderful success!
Although the rain moved our traditional picnic indoors, it
didn’t dampen our community's spirit. It was a beautiful day
filled with laughter, good food, fellowship, and smiling faces.

A special thank you to our amazing volunteers who gave
their time and talents,  and to our generous community
partners—Fujii Produce, Baenen Family, Safeway, and
Chef’Store—for helping make this celebration possible.

After eight years of coordinating the Picnic/Social, I am
happy to pass this special tradition on to Sarah Newman
and Mike Curry. Please support them as they take the lead
in continuing this beloved parish event!

It has been such a joy to bring our parish community
together over the years. I look forward to enjoying the day
with all of you next year and seeing where Sarah and Mike
take this wonderful tradition.

Thank you, St. Clare Community! 

Debbie Henkelman

ST. CLARE CONFERENCE SOCIETY
OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

Vegetable Oil

Food Pantry Needs

*Please check dates to ensure foods have not expired.*

Jams & Jellies

https://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:maria8984@gmail.com
https://appeal.archdpdx.org/sem


I worked for a newspaper –New York City’s Daily News–
for many years. One stark headline I remember from
that time was evoked by this week’s Gospel readings.
The headline took up a full page, with no photo images.
It ran on June 12 , 2001.th

“Burn in Hell.”

The headline marked the execution of domestic
terrorist Timothy McVeigh, who achieved infamy as the
“Oklahoma City Bomber.” His horrendous act on April
19 , 1994, committed with a truck bomb, took the lives
of 168 people and injured over 600 others. There was
general societal agreement that with McVeigh’s death
by lethal injection, justice was served.

th

 

The question becomes: does the execution of even the
most heinous individuals constitute justice? Catholics
know the answer, no.

Isaiah 55:6-9 makes no bones about it: God’s ways are
not our ways, God’s thoughts are not ours, and the
distance separating our ways from God’s is greater than
we can imagine. That proclamation had to upset not
only Isaiah, but all prophets, preachers, teachers, and
anyone who believes they can pass judgments reserved
in biblical theology for God and God alone.
 

When we consider Isaiah’s message, we encounter an
inescapable dimension of our human condition: our
limited ability to judge rightly. 
 

Isaiah’s Gospel starts when a landlord pays the same
wage to a late-in-the-day hire as he pays to a worker
who has worked in the hot sun all day. When the
worker with a full day under his belt gripes, the landlord
replies, “Are you envious because I am generous?”

In the worker’s shoes, many of us would answer in the
affirmative. The reason? It’s not fair. But think of it: this
“prodigal employer’s” gesture to the new hire is
simbolic of God’s unfathomable, immeasurable
generosity.

Life is often unfair. Some people, blessed with ambition
and creativity, never get to utilize their talents and gifts
in service to others. Some of us are born into
circumstances that provide opportunities and privilege,
while the fate of others leaves them bereft of hopes
and dreams.

Apostle Paul, referenced in the second reading, says,
“Christ will be magnified in my body.” Paul has begun
to experience God’s ways, Christian vocation begins
with the grace of knowing God’s ways; we receive that

This and That from Deacon Bill

THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE OF WITHHOLDING JUDGEMENT

grace from the sacraments, especially the Eucharist. By
receiving Christ, we become like Christ, and strive to go
forth into the world with an acceptance, if no full
understanding, of God’s ways.

In Isaiah 55:6-9, Jesus seems to be saying that while the
devout may do everything right, come to Mass on
Sunday, pray, attend novenas and retreats, extend
kindness and generosity to our neighbors, and make that
supreme Christian leap to loving our enemies, the
egregious sinner, people like mass murderer McVeigh,
can yet hope for forgiveness and the reward of Heaven.

This most challenging tenet of Catholicism and
Christianity threatens our sense of worldly justice. But we
strive to accept that the way of God’s kingdom are high
above the human capacity for understanding. 

We are called to go out into God’s marketplace –this
world. To show that we are believers by our words and
actions. An important part of accepting this task is a
divinely inspired opportunity to bring news of the eternal
reward God offers, at the end of our workdays, and at the
end of our earthly lives.

Isaiah’s Gospel tells us that God’s way will challenge ours
–always. Are scourges on humanity like Adolf Hitler,
Saddam Hussein, Joseph Stalin, the 9/11 terrorists, and
Timothy McVeigh, (the list is sadly endless) currently
residing in that place we call Hell?

God’s way make clear that final judgement, even of the
worst of humanity’s worst, is not our call or concern –it’s
God’s call.  As a rule of thumb, we might sum it all up by
saying that when we yell, “It’s not fair!” our next refrain
should be one we have heard Pope Francis tell us many
times “Who am I to judge?”

~Deacon Bill



FA I T H     FORM AT ION



https://saintclarechurch.org/
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Oregon

CatholicMatch.com/OR

For compassionate counseling
contact: 

Catholic Charities
800-249-8074

Are you or someone you know 
considering or impacted by 

abortion? 

Brakes • Maintenance • Tires | And EVERYTHING else!
Tigard’s one-stop shop for all your auto repair service needs!

Open 8-5 Mon-Sat
503-684-1318 • 13055 SW Pacific Hwy

Catholic Owned & Operated

TIGARD

RIVERVIEW ABBEY
Funeral Home • Mausoleum

Crematorium
Family Owned and Operated

since 1916
24-hour service     503-244-7577

www.riverviewabbey.com
“Let our family help your family”

Affordable Services Include
Funeral, Cremation, and

Interment Services all on one site
Multiple burial options

Serving outside cemeteries
On-site mausoleum • Crypts/Niches/Urns

Pre-arranged Funeral Plans
319 S. Taylors Ferry Rd • Portland

Gus Nadelhoffer
State Farm Insurance Agent
4818 SW Scholls Ferry Rd

Portland, OR
503-292-2601

Discover the essence of Italy,
Lake Oswego’s premier dining

destination for 44 years!
www.RiccardosLO.com

16035 SW Boones Ferry Road, Lake Oswego, OR 97035 | (503) 636-4104

 
www.sageflowerspdx.com 

971.288.5198
7807 SW Capitol Hwy.

S A G E . f l o w e r s  

Full Service Law Firm
Personal Injury & Accidents

Wills w Trusts w Estates
Business w Real Estate

Landlords’ Rights
(503) 255-8795

contact@warrenallen.com
John J. O’Hara - Retired

10040 SW Capitol Hwy.

Portland OR 97219

503-244-6404

MENTION this
AD to get up to

10% OFF
up to $30.00 off any

service or tires

HOESLY LAW
Our Mother-Daughter team specializes in

Wills • Trusts • Probate

FROM A CATHOLIC PERSPECTIVE

Debbie Hoesly and Katie Hoesly
Attorneys at Law

503-722-4300

Need help with Medicare?
I’m your local Providence
Medicare Advantage expert.
Contact me to set up a
personalized appointment.

Emmett Dooney
503-206-4080
medicare@ddibenefits.com
By calling this number you will be directed to a contracted, independent licensed
agent authorized to sell products for Providence Medicare Advantage Plans.

H9047_2023SLS15_C

Windows Issues? Viruses?
Small Business Data?

Let Ted Seeber Help You!
https://informationr.us
503-318-1508
5470 SW Erickson Ave
Beaverton, OR 97005

Parishioner

Contact Angela Owen
aowen@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x4541


