
ST. CLARE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

SEPTEMBER 13,  2026 |  24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MASS SCHEDULE
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday | 5:00pm, Vigil
Sunday | 8:30am, 10:45am

For livestream weekend Mass, visit
www.saintclarechurch.org 

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday | 8:30am
Wednesday | 8:30am
Thursday | 8:30am, School Mass
Friday | 8:30am

WELCOME TO ALL!
Whether you’re just visiting us for a
brief time, looking for a new parish
home, are returning to the practice of
your Catholic faith or are interested in
finding out more about the Catholic
Church, we’re happy to have you
here. 
St. Clare is a Catholic community
guided by the Holy Spirit to proclaim
Christ’s love in worship, service and
life-long learning.

Saturday | 4-4:30pm or 
by appointment, contact Fr. Don

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
8:30am, 12:00 noon, 7:00pm

1812 SW Spring Garden St
Portland, OR 97219
(503) 244-5458
www.stclarepreschool.org 

PRESCHOOL

CONTACT INFORMATION

8535 SW 19th Ave
Portland, OR 97219 
(503) 244-1037
office@saintclarechurch.org
www.saintclarechurch.org 

SCHOOL
1807 SW Freeman St
Portland, OR 97219 
(503) 244-7600
info@stclarepdx.org
www.stclarepdx.org

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm

CHURCH

Monthly on the 1  Saturday from  2-4pm
Benediction at 3:45pm

st

RECONCILIATION

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

https://masslivestream.com/churches/saintclarechurch
https://masslivestream.com/churches/saintclarechurch
http://www.stclarepdx.org/
http://www.stclarepdx.org/
mailto:office@saintclarechurch.org
http://www.saintclarechurch.org/
http://www.saintclarechurch.org/
mailto:info@stclarepdx.org
http://www.stclarepdx.org/


Address:

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

PARISH STAFF
Pastor
Fr. Don Gutmann
(503) 244-1037 x101
frdon@saintclarechurch.org

Deacon
Dcn. Bill McNamara
(503) 244-1037 x108
dcnbill@saintclarechurch.org 

Pastoral Associate
Kim Zea
(503) 244-1037 x104
kim@saintclarechurch.org 

Children’s Faith Formation
Debbie Henkelman 
(503) 244-1037 x103
debbie@saintclarechurch.org

Business Manager
Crystal Gwyn
(503) 244-1037 x102
Crystal@saintclarechurch.org

Faith Formation Assistant
Jodie Tatafu
(503) 244-1037 x105
jodie@saintclarechurch.org

Aministrative Assistant
Maria Clemente
(503) 244-1037 x100
 

Maria@saintclarechurch.org

School Principal
Chris Harris
(503) 244-7600
charris@stclarepdx.org

School Office Manager 
Donna Parker MacNeur
(503) 244-7600
dmacneur@stclarepdx.org
\

Preschool Director
Nancy Melzer
(503) 244-5458
nancy@stclarepreschool.org 

Preschool Office Manager
Jeanne Raffety
(503) 244-5458
jeanne@stclarepreschool.org

FR. DON’S MUSINGS

Whether you are a current parishioner and need to update your
information or newly arrived in the parish and not yet registered, 
please complete the form below and place in the offertory basket. 

STAY UPDATED

Name: Phone:

□ New Parishioner 
□ New Phone Number 
□ Returning Catholic 

□ New Address 
□ Moving (please remove from parish directory) 
□ Please send Sunday Offertory envelopes 

Email: 

We have all been the 
wicked servant. We have 
denied others the same forgiveness
and grace shown to us. This week, let
us find new ways to make the love
and mercy of God manifest in the
lives of those we meet. @LPi

This weekend we celebrate our St. Clare Parish family. We have a lot to
celebrate here. St. Clare Parish is thriving: Our numbers at Sunday Mass
continue to rise, our school has record high enrollment, our preschool is full (as
usual) and we are offering more and more opportunities for growing in our
love for Jesus and getting to know one another and serving the needy.

Our new parish theme this year is “Jesus, I trust in you!” Jesus is our solid
ground on the roller coaster of life. There is a lot of uncertainty around us, but
Jesus is always there for us. Family life can be unpredictable, jobs can change,
political turmoil, health concerns, wars, rising prices…  Life is uncertain but
Jesus is absolutely certain. He is with us in everything we do and he is
concerned about everything that happens. He gives us the grace and strength
to ride this roller coaster of life. Here at St. Clare Preschool/School/Church we
help everyone to trust in Jesus, and we support each other as we grow in our
trust in the Lord.

This will be my final year at St. Clare Church. I am saying “Jesus, I trust in you”
as I approach this change in my life. It’s time for me to slow down, next
summer I’ll be reassigned to St. Wenceslaus Church in Scappoose where my
brother Dave and I will be a couple of 70-something priests leading that church.
I am the longest serving pastor at St. Clare in its 112 year history, so it’ll be a
change to have a new priest standing up front but we can all pray “Jesus, I trust
in you” as we prepare for the change in leadership here. Jesus will take care of
us.

This Sunday marks my 35th anniversary of ordination. Being a priest of Jesus
Christ is a great joy and privilege for me. Serving here at St. Clare has been
both rewarding and fun. St. Clare Parish is full of neat people. I am going to
enjoy this final year with all of you.

                               Let’s keep praying for one another.  
       

–Fr. Don

The Funeral Mass for John Saxman, long time parishioner,
will be next Saturday the 19  at 1:00pm, th

reception to follow in the Parish Hall. 

May God bless Mary and the family 

     



8:30 am Mass For the People Church

10:45 am
Mass

+Margaret Schrader
Church

11:45 am ACTS Retreat Lunch Parish Hall

Week-at-a-Glance
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
9:00 am Sisters in Spirit Parish Office

9:00 am Brothers in Spirit Parish Office

4:00 pm
Confession 
(until 4:30)

Church

5:00 pm
Vigil Mass

+Linda Conti
Church

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
10:00 am One Mass, One Family Church 

11:00 am St. Clare Picnic Gym

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

8:30 am 
Daily Mass

Leonor Lewis
Church 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

8:30 am Daily Mass Church

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

8:30 am 
Daily Mass

+Mary Ellen Crawley
Church

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
8:30 am Daily Mass Church

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

4:00 pm
Confession 
(until 4:30)

Church

5:00 pm
Vigil Mass

+Linda Conti
 +Laura Digregorio

Church

6:00 pm After Mass Social Parish Hall

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

SACRAMENTS

BAPTISM

Please contact Deacon Bill McNamara for more
information.

FAITH FORMATION & SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

MARRIAGE
Please contact Fr. Don to learn more about the six-
month preparation required for getting married at St.
Clare Church. 

More information available at
saintclarechurch.org/sacraments 

For Adults please contact Kim Zea. 
For Teens and Children please contact Debbie
Henkelman.

SCRIPTURE   READINGS

SEPT. 20, 2026 | 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

First Reading: Isaiah 55: 6-9 (133A)

Psalms: Psalm 145: 2-3, 8-9, 17-18

Second Reading: Philippians 1: 20c-24, 27a

Gospel: Matthew 20: 1-16a

 For daily readings, please visit www.usccb.org. 

REFLECT AND RESPOND TO TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

1  Readingst

2nd Reading

Gospel Reading

NEXT WEEK SCRIPTURE

Paul tells us that Jesus died and rose to life so he might
be the Lord of the living and the dead. How do you
remain open to Jesus as the Lord of your life?

Sirach encourages us not to hold anger or seek revenge
against a neighbor who has wronged us. Can you think
of a time when you took this good advice?

AFTER MASS SOCIAL

In the parable of the unforgiving servant, Jesus teaches
Peter the importance of forgiving others from the
heart. How do you know your forgiveness of others is
sincere?

Every third weekend, Saturday Vigil Mass attendees are

invited to come, visit with friends and enjoy a light snack

and beverage. Please plan to join us for a Saturday

evening version of Sunday morning Coffee and Donuts.

See you there! 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 | 6:00PM | PARISH HALL

mailto:dcnbill@saintclarechurch.org
mailto:frdon@saintclarechurch.org
https://www.saintclarechurch.org/sacraments
https://www.saintclarechurch.org/sacraments
mailto:kim@saintclarechurch.org
mailto:debbie@saintclarechurch.org
mailto:debbie@saintclarechurch.org
http://www.usccb.org/


Take a look at any life, and you’ll find peaks, valleys, set-backs, accomplishments, and
milestones. This month, the St. Clare parish family celebrates the life of Father Don
Gutmann, our priest, friend, and gracious mentor to our faith. 

This year marks the 35  anniversary of Father Don’s ordination. In 1991, at age 33, in
Portland Oregon, Father Don received the Sacrament of Holy Orders formalizing his
commitment to the Catholic Church, Jesus Christ, and God. It is his “yes” to God, lived
through decades of faith, service, sacrifice, and trust, that we gratefully acknowledge at
the beginning of a new school year. 

th

Fitting then, that St. Clare’s takes the opportunity presented by this celebration of a
priestly life to announce our parish theme for 2026-2027: “Jesus, I Trust in You.” 
These words beautifully evoke the foundation and heart of Father Don’s dedicatio to
Christ, and his calling to lead others closer to Him. May the theme “Jesus, I Trust in You”
resonate as our parish prayer, and serve as a reminder that we are safe in God’s hands.

Dear Father Don, 

As your parish family, we are deeply grateful for the years you have shared with us—for
your spiritual guidance, your celebration of the Sacraments, your care for our community,
and the many ways, both seen and unseen, in which you have accompanied us on our
journey of faith. Thank you for your faithful “yes” to God and for the gift of your
priesthood.

May the Lord continue to bless you, strengthen you, and fill your ministry with joy and
peace.

With gratitude, prayers, and affection,
Your St. Clare Parish Community 

REGISTRATION  IS   STILL  OPEN!

September  17-20, 2026

REGISTER  TODAY

In His Service,
Your ACTS Mission Team

Scan to register

PERHAPS GOD HAVE SOMETHING NEW 
HE WANTS TO REVEAL TO YOU

WILL  YOU  GIVE  HIM  THE
WEEKEND?

Every ACTS retreat is unique because God
meets each person exactly where he is.

MEN’S  RETREAT

FR. DON: CELEBRATING 35 YEARS





This coming Tuesday, September 15, Catholics  celebrate the
feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, a memorial initiated by a Servite
Order in 1233, and moved to its current date by Pope Pius X
in 1913. The Servite order associated with this feast was
founded near Mount Scenario in Florence, Italy by seven
Italian cloth merchants who took vows of poverty and
penance and dedicated their lives to God and devotion to one
of the Church’s most integral canons, the Sorrows of Mary.

The founding Servites were canonized as saints by Pope Leo
XIII in 1888. Today the order consists of friars (priests and
brothers), contemplative nuns, religious sisters and lay
groups. They serve in countries throughout the world,
including here in Portland’s renown shine, the Grotto.

The Seven Sorrows of Mary fundamentally relate to the
Crucifixion of Christ. Events leading up to and through Christ’s
Passion are reflected in the sorrows. The Blessed Mary was
there, suffered as her Son suffered, and walked those last
harrowing steps with Him.

First Sorrow: The Prophecy of Simeon. “And you yourself a
sword will pierce” (Luke 2:35). Forty days after His birth, young
Mary and Joseph take Jesus to the temple to fulfill the Mosaic
Law. At the ceremony, Simeon takes Jesus in his hands and
acknowledges him as the Messiah, then, to stuns Mary with
the aforementioned words.

Second Sorrow: The Flight to Egypt. “The angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Rise, take the child
and his mother, flee to Egypt,’ and stay there until I tell you.
Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him.”
(Matthew 2:13). Imagine how the experience of being a
refugee affected Mary and Joseph.

The Third Sorrow: Search for the boy Jesus in Jerusalem.
“After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the
midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking
questions… When his parents saw him, they were astonished,
and his mother said to him, ‘Son, why have you done this to
us? Your father and I have been looking for you with great
anxiety,” (Luke 2: 46-48). 
We can surely grasp the terror Mary experienced while
searching for Jesus, and imagine she and Joseph’s
“astonishment” when they found him conversing with revered
religious teachers in the temple.

Fourth Sorrow: Mary meets Jesus on His Way of the Cross.
“...and carrying the cross himself.” (John 19:17). “A large crowd
of people followed Jesus, including many women who
mourned and lamented him”. (Luke 23:27). 
This scene is depicted in the fourth Station of the Cross.

Fifth Sorrow: Standing at the foot of the Cross. “Standing
by the foot of the cross of Jesus was his mother…When Jesus
saw his mother and the disciple, whom he loved, he said to
Mary,’ Woman behold, your son,’ then he said to the disciple,

This and That from Deacon Bill
CELEBRATE AND IMAGINE: THE SORROWS OF MARY

‘Behold your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her
into his home.” (John 19: 25-27). 
The scene is depicted in the thirteenth station.

Sixth Sorrow: The Crucifixion and Decent from the Cross.
“After this, Joseph of Arimathea, secretly a disciple of Jesus for
fear of the Jews, asked Pilate if he could remove the body of
Jesus. Pilate permitted it. So, he came and took his body”. (John
19:38). 
As depicted in the fourteenth station.

Seventh Sorrow: Assisting at the Burial of Jesus. 
“The women who came from Galilee with him followed behind,
and when they had seen the tomb and the way in which his
body was laid in it, they returned and prepared spices and
perfumed oils”. (Luke 23: 55- 56). 
Depicted in the fifteenth station. 

Imagine Mary’s emotions that day, dealing with the loss of her
beloved Son by means of one of the most brutal methods of
execution devised by humankind.

All of us experience much suffering and sorrow in our own lives.
God has created us to journey in this world with all its
tribulations, and bestowed us with our own free will. We are
asked to help and comfort those we encounter along the way.

Imagine too how many people Mary has helped by the
evocation of those simple lines we pray in the “Hail, Mary.”

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 
Now and at the hour of our death, Amen

~Deacon Bill

Editor’s Note: The Grotto as an impressive collection that depicts the
sorrows describe above in a peaceful, tranquil and beautiful
environment. Next time you visit be sure to go to the upper level and
take some time to visit The Via Matris, the Way of the Sorrowful Mother.
It features 34 exquisite wood carvings depicting these 7 Sorrows of
Mary.                                    



Actual
Offertory

Average
Offertory

Goal

Amount
Over

(Under)
Goal

W/E 9.6.2026 $13,878 $13,458 $420

Total
September $13,878

Fisal Year
26/27* $104,625 $134,579 ($29,953)

*FY 25/26 Offertory Goal: $13,458 per week to fund the
current programs, personnel and facilities of the church.

         red cross blood drive
Thursday, September 24,2026

Parish Hall 2:15-6:30pm

Please register at www.redcrossblood.org

If you need assistance call 1.800.RED.CROSS or

contact Maria DaSilva, 

St. Clare Blood Drive Coordinator, 

at 503.260.3633 or mariad8984@gmail.com

ADMINISTRATION OUTREACH

OFFERTORY REPORT
MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO CONTRIBUTE!

Donating online is easy! Scan your phone
camera at the QR Code and follow the link.
Thank you for your support!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERFUL 
AND GENEROUS SUPPORT

BECAUSE OF YOU — THEY ARE READY TO SHEPHERD

Thirty-six seminarians are preparing to become
the future priests of our Church in western

Oregon.
Please pray for our seminarians 

and consider making a gift in support of our
future priests.

Scan the QR code or 
visit Appeal.ArchdPDX.org/sem 

ay.

Final Report 
And THANKS!

This year $30,651.20 was raised for
the programs of  Saint Clare Parish

THANKS to all the hardworking volunteers!
THANKS to all the donors of fabulous junque!
THANKS to our Parish, Preschool & School staff!

With Special Thanks to:
For grocery carts & baskets: FredMeyer (Burlingame)
Fan sponsor: Christ Kodadek
Hauling & Creating Clothes Racks: Dick Tow

Agencies Also Receiving Donated Goods:
Animal Aid | Blanchet Farm | Blanchet House |
Rosehaven Women’s Aid | Friends of the Ledding
Library | Good Neighbor Center | Goodwill Industries|
St. Andre Bessette | Neighborhood House | Northwest
Children’s Outreach | Oregon Dog Rescue | The Media
Foundation

Next Year’s Junque & Jewels Sale Dates:
 June 25,26 & 27, 2027

 September 14 - 18th.
Shop at Annie Bloom's Books Store in

Multnomah Village and support 
St. Clare Preschool!

Simply mention St. Clare Preschool at the
register, or when checking out online. The
preschool will receive store credit to help

replace books throughout the year. 

BUY A BOOK, SUPPORT OUR PRESCHOOL!

Preschool
ANNUAL 

BOOK FAIR

https://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:maria8984@gmail.com
https://appeal.archdpdx.org/sem


			   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St. Clare, Portland, OR	 05-1663

Oregon

CatholicMatch.com/OR

For compassionate counseling
contact: 

Catholic Charities
800-249-8074

Are you or someone you know 
considering or impacted by 

abortion? 

Brakes • Maintenance • Tires | And EVERYTHING else!
Tigard’s one-stop shop for all your auto repair service needs!

Open 8-5 Mon-Sat
503-684-1318 • 13055 SW Pacific Hwy

Catholic Owned & Operated

TIGARD

RIVERVIEW ABBEY
Funeral Home • Mausoleum

Crematorium
Family Owned and Operated

since 1916
24-hour service     503-244-7577

www.riverviewabbey.com
“Let our family help your family”

Affordable Services Include
Funeral, Cremation, and

Interment Services all on one site
Multiple burial options

Serving outside cemeteries
On-site mausoleum • Crypts/Niches/Urns

Pre-arranged Funeral Plans
319 S. Taylors Ferry Rd • Portland

Gus Nadelhoffer
State Farm Insurance Agent
4818 SW Scholls Ferry Rd

Portland, OR
503-292-2601

Discover the essence of Italy,
Lake Oswego’s premier dining

destination for 44 years!
www.RiccardosLO.com

16035 SW Boones Ferry Road, Lake Oswego, OR 97035 | (503) 636-4104

 
www.sageflowerspdx.com 

971.288.5198
7807 SW Capitol Hwy.

S A G E . f l o w e r s  

Full Service Law Firm
Personal Injury & Accidents

Wills w Trusts w Estates
Business w Real Estate

Landlords’ Rights
(503) 255-8795

contact@warrenallen.com
John J. O’Hara - Retired

10040 SW Capitol Hwy.

Portland OR 97219

503-244-6404

MENTION this
AD to get up to

10% OFF
up to $30.00 off any

service or tires

HOESLY LAW
Our Mother-Daughter team specializes in

Wills • Trusts • Probate

FROM A CATHOLIC PERSPECTIVE

Debbie Hoesly and Katie Hoesly
Attorneys at Law

503-722-4300

Need help with Medicare?
I’m your local Providence
Medicare Advantage expert.
Contact me to set up a
personalized appointment.

Emmett Dooney
503-206-4080
medicare@ddibenefits.com
By calling this number you will be directed to a contracted, independent licensed
agent authorized to sell products for Providence Medicare Advantage Plans.

H9047_2023SLS15_C

Windows Issues? Viruses?
Small Business Data?

Let Ted Seeber Help You!
https://informationr.us
503-318-1508
5470 SW Erickson Ave
Beaverton, OR 97005

Parishioner

Contact Angela Owen
aowen@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x4541


