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PASTOR’S DESK
My beloved friends today is Pentecost Sunday. Today’s feast of Pentecost is a feast of communion.
According to today’s first reading, the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost brought about a wonderful
coming together of people from different backgrounds. When the disciples were filled with the Holy
Spirit, they were able to speak to people of very different language groups in a way that everyone
could understand. Jews had come to Jerusalem from every part of the Roman Empire for the Jewish
feast of Pentecost. Fifteen regions or places are mentioned, from the city of Rome in the west to Parthia,
modern-day Iran, in the east, and from Pontus in the north to Egypt in the south. They all spoke their
own unique language, and, yet the Spirit at work through the disciples somehow brought them all
together as if they belonged to just one language group. This was the immediate impact of the coming
of the Spirit, bringing together very diverse peoples into a unity.
The Spirit is at work wherever people are working to bring very diverse groups together, where people of
very different backgrounds recognize their common humanity, where courageous peacemakers are
working to reconcile those who are estranged. The Spirit is absent where forces are at work dividing
people, sowing seeds of mistrust, fanning flames of suspicion and even hatred. We have all been given
that gift of the Holy Spirit, at our baptism and again at our Confirmation. The risen Lord stands ready
to renew the gift of the Holy Spirit in our lives, if we ask him for a fresh outpouring of the Spirit. The
Spirit at work in our lives will always move us to build community. The Spirit will always inspire us to
rejoice in diversity and to recognize that we have much to give one another and to receive from one
another.
According to Saint Paul in today’s second reading, the one Spirit gifts different people in different
ways. The one Spirit finds expression in a unity in diversity. Paul says that the Spirit gifts each one of
us differently for a good purpose, the purpose of serving one another in a whole variety of ways. The
church, the community of faith, he says, is like the human body, a unity but made up of many parts.
What is true of the church can be true of the world. At its best the whole of humanity is characterized
by a wonderful unity and fascinating diversity. This is the world that God desires. Today’s feast invites us
to rejoice in the diversity that is to be found in our church, in our communities, in our nation, in our
world, and he calls on us to keep working to hold that diversity together in harmony. This is the work
of the risen Lord today, and he keeps pouring the Holy Spirit into our lives to empower us to share in
this work.
Yet, we can sometimes retreat into our own little world, cutting ourselves off from those outside our
own immediate circle. This is what we find the disciples doing in today’s gospel reading, before they
received the gift of the Holy Spirit. “The doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, for
fear of the Jews’. The disciples were understandably frightened after what happened to Jesus and
they were seeking security in each other’s company. They weren’t going to mix with those outside
their own little circle. Yet, this is not what the risen Lord wanted for them. They may have been able
to keep others out, but they weren’t able to keep the Lord out. Although the doors were closed, the
gospel reading simply says, ‘Jesus came and stood among them’. He didn’t knock on the door, waiting for
them to let him in. No, he came and stood among them. He broke into their lives to empower them to
break out. His first words were, ‘Peace be with you’. He wanted them to know that he and they were
at peace with each other, even though they had deserted him. The risen Lord was restoring communion
between himself and his disciples. He was showing himself to be a peacemaker, a reconciling, a builder of|
bridges. He then breathed the Holy Spirit upon them to empower them to be peacemakers, reconcilers
and bridge builders. He sent them out in the power of the Spirit to bring God’s forgiving, reconciling,
love to all.
The risen Lord stands among us today to empower us to do the same, to share in his own reconciling
and peace-making mission, ‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you’. He needs us all to share in
some way in his work of creating communities that are united in celebrating diversity. During his public
ministry the Lord recognized goodness in a whole variety of people, who wouldn’t normally associate
with one another, and he brought them all together around himself. He was forming a new kind of
community. This work of the Lord is even more vital today in our often-divided world, which is why he
gives us all his own Spirit, the Holy Spirit, to help him accomplish this good work. Peace be with you.
God Bless,
Fr. Canice

2 | CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD
















Mother’s Day Intentions/Intenciones para Dia de la Madre
5/23/26 4:30pm Linda Steslicki

6:30pm Maria Aminta Salguero = Maria Ofelia Mejia
5/24/26 8:30am Lucy C. Hernandez Aurora V. Perez
% 10:30am Josefina Morales Flavia Rios
\ Mercedes Chaides Diegita Favela
“I® Animas Benditas
\ 12:30pm Lilianne Rinfret
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Father Canice's

gam? %a)a% Celebration

Father Canice has served our parish for twelve
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years and has been assigned to Cathedral City.

Saturday, June 27, 2026
6pm - 10pm
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17900 Jonathan Street
Adelanto, CA 92301
(760) 246-7083
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Por favor,
acompanenos
para

Ya celebracion e o /Mq/ (et
6(@// Fudlee Canice

El padre Canice ha servido a nuestra parroquia durante
!uu- anos y ha sido asignado a Cathedral City.

17900 Jonathan Street
Adelanto, CA 92301
(760) 246-7083

Sabado,
27 de Junio del 2026
6pm - 10pm
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Evento para
jovenes

Aparta el dia. NS Ages - Edades
Mas informacion v o 13-17 (18 in HS/en
por venir la secundaria)

Save e dale
JUNE 20, 2026
8:30am - 3pm

MASS - WORSHIP - FELLOWSHIP

More informacion to come
OUR LADY OF THE DESERT CATHOLIC CHURCH
18386 CORWIN RD. APPLE VALLELEY. CA

Entry - Entrada SI5
Fa
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Our Blessed Lady in your home
8:30 AM Mass, Our Lady of Fatima,
contact Judith Dmello at (760)567-4684
10:30 AM Mass, Our Lady of Guadalupe,
contact Lily Vazquez at (760)246-7083.
12:30 PM Mass, Our Lady of Guadalupe,
contact Lily Vazquez at (760)246-7083.

Seiora de Guadalupe en su casa
La Misa de 8:30 AM, nuestra Sefiora Fatima,

llame al Judith Dmello (760)567-4684.

La Misa de 10:30 AM, nuestra Sefiora de
Guadalupe, llame al Lily Vazquez (760)246-7083.
La Misa de 12:30 PM, nuestra Sefiora de
Guadalupe, llame al Lily Vazquez (760)246-7083.




