St. Philip’s Episcopal Church
The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 15,2026 10:00 AM — Holy Eucharist Rite I1

We at St. Philip's Church strive to love God and love others in all we
do.

The Invitation to silently prepare for worship.

Before the service, speak to the Lord;
During the service, let the Lord speak to you;
After the service, speak to one another.

Call to Worship - “Spirit of the Living God”
Spirit of the Living God, Fall fresh on me.
Spirit of the Living God, Fall fresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the Living God, Fall fresh on me.

Please stand as you are able.

Opening Hymn: “O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing (#493)

Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People: His mercy endures forever.

The Decalogue (Please Stand or kneel as you are able)

Hear the commandments of God to his people: I am the Lord your God who
brought you out of bondage. You shall have no other gods but me.
People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

Y ou shall not make for yourself any idol.
People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
People: Amen. Lord have mercy.



Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

Honor your father and your mother.
People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit murder.
People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit adultery.
People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not steal.
People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

Y ou shall not be a false witness.
People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

The Confession

Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Pause)

Deacon and People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake
of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight
in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant. Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. People: Amen.



Celebrant: Lord, have mercy.
People: Christ, have mercy.
Celebrant: Lord, have mercy.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the
true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may
live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. People: Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
A Reading from the First Book of Samuel (16:1-13)

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out;
I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a
king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he
will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have
come to sacrifice to the Lord.” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show
you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to
you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The
elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come
peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord;
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s
anointed is now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has



the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he
said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons
pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen
any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said,
“There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel
said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes
here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful
eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this 1s
the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon
David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramabh.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23 (In Unison)

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake

4Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

> Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my
head with oil; my cup runneth over.

% Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell
in the house of the Lord for ever.

A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians (5:8-14)

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children
of light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and
true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful



works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to
mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it
says,“Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

Sequence Hymn: “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (#490 v. 1-2)

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (9:1-
41)
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind
so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said
this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the
mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see.
The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask,
“Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?”” Some were saying, “It 1s he.”
Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am
the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”
He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and
said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received
my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?”” He said, “I do not know.”

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it
was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the



Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to
them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such
signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What
do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a
prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was
born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he 1s of age. He will speak for himself.” His
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be
put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask
him.”

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they
said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that
though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already,
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also
want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The
man answered, “Here 1s an astonishing thing! You do not know where he
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen
to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will.
Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes
of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to
teach us?” And they drove him out.



Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir?
Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen
him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And
he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that
those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.”
Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are
not blind, are we?”” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not
have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon Mother Betty

The Nicene Creed (Please stand as you are able)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Leader: In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy"

Leader: For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For Sean our Presiding Bishop, for Rob our own Bishop, for all bishops and
other ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For those in positions of public trust that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray
to you, O Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For this congregation, for those who are present, and for those who are
absent, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in
all that we do, we pray to you, O Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and
health, we pray to you, O Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.



Leader: For all who serve, or dwell, in harm’s way; and all whose daily life is marked
by peril or uncertainty, we pray to you, O Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For those important to you; your prayers are invited either aloud or in the
silence of your heart. (Pause)
People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place
where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed St.
Philip, and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life
to Christ our God.

People: To you, O Lord our God.

Silence

Celebrant: For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for ever.
People: Amen.

The Peace (Please stand as you are able)

Officiant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Welcoming
Ministry in Focus
Offertory Sentence:

Celebrant: Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; Bring offerings and
come into his courts.

Offertory



(Congregation stands and sings the following with the presentation of gifts.)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: 1t is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. You bid your faithful
people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent
in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they
may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love you.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:

Celebrant and People (S130)

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.

Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself,
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these
gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever. People: AMEN

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to intone,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
People: have mercy on us.

Celebrant: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
People: have mercy on us.

Celebrant: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
People: grant us peace.

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on Him in your hearts by
faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion
How to receive Holy Communion.

Holy Communion will be served at the altar. After you receive the bread you may
choose one of three options regarding the wine.

1. DRINK: Immediately consume your bread and wait for the chalice bearer to bring the
cup. This is the common cup designated for you to take a drink from. Dipping the bread
into this cup is NOT permitted.

2. INTINCT: Holding your bread, wait for the chalice bearer who is holding a small glass
cup. This cup is designated for intinction (dipping) only. The chalice bearer will offer the
words of administration and you may dip your bread into the shallow cup. Please note there
is only a small quantity of wine in this chalice to ensure fingers do not touch the wine.

3. NO WINE: Immediately consume your bread and carefully return to your seat. Please know
that receiving communion in one species only is still considered a full and valid communion.

Post Communion Prayer

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the
Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us
out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful
witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.



Sending Prayer for Lay Eucharistic Visitors

Deacon: In the name of Christ, and of this congregation, we send you forth
bearing the body and blood of Christ to ( ), who cannot be with us
today. Take God’s holy Word, the prayers of this congregation, and this
holy food for holy people.

People: We who are many are one Body because we share one bread,
one cup. Amen.

Deacon: Let us bow our heads before the Lord.

Celebrant: Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who kneel before you; and
grant that those whom you have nourished by your Word and Sacraments may bring
forth fruit worthy of repentance; through Christ our Lord. People: Amen.

Hymn — “Guide me, O thou Great Jehovah (#690)

Deacon: The Dismissal
People: Thanks be to God.



Celebrant and Preacher: Mother Betty Glover
Deacon: Deacon Pam Hayes
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Cynthia Davis, Don Halbert, Tina Powers
Lay Readers: Rich Gaglie, Barry Thompson
Ushers: Bob Fuchs, Rich Gaglie, Karla Platt, Rich Holt
Vestry Person of the Day: Doyle Brinson

Lenten and Holy Week Service Schedule

Wednesdays in Lent -12:00 PM - Holy Eucharist Rite II — Chapel of the Cross

March 29 — Palm Sunday — 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Sanctuary)
Thursdays in March — 1:00 PM — Stations of the Cross, Chapel Annex
April 2 — Maundy Thursday — 7:00 PM (Chapel of the Cross)
April 3 — Good Friday / Tenebrae — 7:00 PM (Sanctuary)

April § - Easter Day — 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM (Sanctuary)



Welcome!

There are many churches in our community and we are glad that you
chose to join us in worship this morning. It is our hope that you find St.
Philip’s to be a new home if you are looking for a church, or a home away
from home if you are visiting Southport!

We believe that God is Love, and that we are called to love both God
and others as God’s children.

Please know that we place a premium on having a chance to get to know
one another. Unfortunately, Sunday mornings do not allow us that
precious time together. It would be wonderful if you would mention on
the visitor card (or drop us an email) that you would like to meet us for a
time of conversation and coffee!

St. Philip’s Contacts

The Rt. Rev. Rob Skirving — Bishop of East Carolina
The Rev. Sarah Fisher — Bishop-Elect of East Carolina
The Rev. Betty M. Glover — Interim Rector — motherbetty@stphilipschurch.org
Deacon Pam Hayes — deaconpam@stphilipschurch.org
Debbie Skillman (Music Director) — dskillman@ec.rr.com
Lorraine Beamer (Parish Administrator) info@stphilipschurch.org
Karla Platt (Admin Assistant) -karlap@stphilipschurch.org



mailto:dskillman@ec.rr.com
mailto:info@stphilipschurch.org
mailto:-karlap@stphilipschurch.org

Vestry

Senior Warden — Paul Bailey — paull.bailey@outlook.com (2024 2026)
Junior Warden — Bill Happer — fishinginsouthport2022@gmail.com (2024-2026)

2024-2026 Vestry

Paul Bailey — paull.bailey@outlook.com (2024 2026)
Bill Happer — fishinginsouthport2022@gmail.com (2024-2026)
Ross Lively — erlivel@gmail.com

Angela Urquhart — angelaurquhart72@gmail.com
2025-2027 Vestry

Tracy Baltz — Baltztracy@gmail.com

Donna Foster — fostedh@hotmail.com

Paul Palmer — volhala@outlook.com

Kris Holt — Kristineholt7@gmail.com

2026-2028 Vestry

Doyle Brinson — hdbrinson@gmail.com

Chris Romig — cromig@veriaon.net

Mary Russell — maryrusselll12@gmail.com

Marty Younts — myounts@ec.rr.com

Treasurer — Rick Pearce — rpearce@atmec.net
Clerk - Lorraine Beamer — info@stphilipschurch.org

St. Philip’s Episcopal Church
205 East Moore Street
Southport, NC 28461
(910)457-5643
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 10476
Southport, NC 28461

www.stphilipschurch.org
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