Coffee with Council Summary – February 22, 2026
During the recent Coffee with the Council conversation, parishioners raised a number of questions centered on communication, transparency, and parish life. There was strong interest in clearer access to Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) information, including whether bylaws will be posted, how to find meeting schedules, and which meetings are open to parishioners. Related to this, parishioners emphasized the importance of consistent communication about parish decisions, events, and the reasoning behind them, particularly when events are modified or cancelled, such as the St. Patrick’s Dance. Parishioners also expressed a desire for more opportunities to engage directly with council members and commission chairs. 
In addition, concerns were shared regarding the parish’s engagement with social justice issues and Catholic Social Teaching, including how the parish responds to current events, invites speakers, and offers opportunities for advocacy and service. The council noted the importance of clearly distinguishing between justice initiatives and charitable outreach, while also ensuring that opportunities are thoughtfully discerned, aligned with Church teaching, and communicated clearly to the parish. PPC is collaborating with several commissions to advance this need within our Parish.
Additional feedback touched on liturgy, hospitality, accessibility, and ministry support. Several liturgical questions and requests were noted and referred to the Liturgy Commission, including practices during the Lord’s Prayer, invitations to presiders, and greater acknowledgment of Black History Month. Parish life topics such as the parish picnic, Pentecost celebrations, raffle ticket access, and ChristLife scheduling were also raised. From an operational standpoint, accessibility concerns (particularly bathroom safety for older parishioners) were highlighted, with updates shared that grab bars will be installed and broader accessibility improvements are in discussion. Financial transparency and stewardship were also discussed, with requests to create distinct budget line items and website donation options for specific ministries such as Monday Night Meal and Saturday Breakfast. Several of these items have been forwarded to the appropriate commissions, with follow‑up actions already underway or actively being explored.
