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St. Joseph Catholic Church
Greenville, Mississippi
Rev. 03/24
The community of St. Joseph Parish congratulates you on your engagement and upcoming marriage!  We share in your joy as you begin your new life together.  The next few weeks and months promise to be very busy as you plan your future together.  Included here are some thoughts and guidelines to keep in mind when planning your wedding at St. Joseph.

As one of the seven Sacraments of the Catholic Church, the Rite of Marriage is a sacred ceremony, expressing and celebrating the faith, not only of the couple being married, but of our entire community of faith.  The staff of St. Joseph will assist you in every way possible in planning the liturgy for this special day, and will guide you in making certain that your wedding is a proper and worthy celebration of our Church.
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A Wedding in St. Joseph Catholic Church is intended for active members of the parish. An active member of the parish (“parishioner”) is one who has been registered in the parish for at least one year before the date of the wedding, supports the parish with annual tithing of no less than $500.00 annually, is of service to the parish, and participates in the sacraments according to the teaching of the Church. Adult children of active parishioners under the age of 23 are also eligible to be married as “parishioners” at St. Joseph, if they are practicing Catholics.



~ Getting Started ~
Setting the Date
Weddings should be scheduled at least 10 months in advance to allow time for completing the various requirements of the marriage preparation process. The parish priest is available to serve as the clergy witness at your wedding.  

[bookmark: _Hlk161729233]Before a wedding date can be reserved the two of you, must meet with parish priest for the initial pre-nuptial investigation.  Once you have discussed your forthcoming marriage with the clergy that will be the witness, you need to contact the Director of Liturgy for the Wedding, in the office for an appointment to meet and secure a wedding date and begin planning for the liturgical celebration.  

If you plan to ask a visiting priest or deacon to witness your wedding, you will need to have the approval of pastor.  If the visiting clergy is from outside the Diocese of Jackson, he will need to present a letter of suitability from the Chancellor or Vicar General of his diocese.
If the priest does not show up, for the wedding or rehearsal the pastor will not celebrate the wedding.

Mass or No Mass?
One of the things that will be discussed at your initial meeting is whether the Sacrament of Matrimony will be celebrated at Mass. If the bride and groom are both Catholic, you will need to decide whether you want a Nuptial Mass, (which is highly recommend) or to have the Sacrament outside of Mass. Both options include the wedding ritual of the Church where you express your consent and exchange vows.  Both also include readings and a homily.  The Nuptial Mass is a wonderful opportunity to give full expression of your faith and includes the sharing of Eucharist as a part of your celebration. Parish priest can witness the marriage and celebrate Mass.
Under no circumstances are beach, garden, home, theaters, etc, settings permitted for the celebration of the sacrament. It must take place in a Church.

If one of you is not Catholic, your celebration will most likely take place outside of Mass.  It will contain the elements as described above with the exception of the Eucharist.  

Scheduling the Time
Your wedding can usually be scheduled to take place on a Friday evening or on a Saturday between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. or (after 4:30 pm Mass).
 if there is to be a Nuptial Mass. If the wedding is to take place outside of Mass, it may be scheduled as late as 2:30 pm or after 4:30 pm Mass on a Saturday (6:00 or later). We cannot schedule weddings later than 7:00 pm on Saturdays. Photographs and clean-up of the church must be completed and the church ready for the regular Saturday and Sunday Mass.  

Weddings are not scheduled on Holy Days of Obligation, Holy Week, or the week before and after Christmas or Easter. We reserve the right not to schedule weddings on Solemnities, other liturgical celebrations, or civil holidays. Weddings during Advent and Lent should be simple and modest celebrations. Other days and times may be scheduled with the approval of the clergy witness and Director of Liturgy for the Wedding. There may be only one wedding per day.

No wedding can be placed on the parish calendar until it is approved by parish priest and the Director of Liturgy for the Wedding.

Divorced persons cannot be scheduled until annulments are granted.

Couple Preparation
There are certain requirements to be met as outlined by the church.  These include current baptismal certificates, records that you have completed a marriage preparation program, documentation that you are free to marry, and a civil marriage license.  The clergy witness for your wedding will advise you on these and other documents that you will need as they apply to your situation as a couple.   

The Jackson Diocese does have a marriage prep program called “Engaged Encounter” which takes place over a weekend and is offered four times a year.  The cost is approximately $300.  Other marriage prep programs are available, as well.  Check with the parish priest for dates and more information.


~ Planning the Liturgy ~

Wedding Coordinator
As Director of Liturgy for the Wedding is the wedding coordinator for St. Joseph and will work with you to plan a proper liturgical celebration.  She will be present to supervise the rehearsal and will be present to coordinate the various aspects of the wedding liturgy.  She will also meet with you two to three times to work out the many details of the wedding liturgy.  The fee for the wedding coordinator is $250 (paid to her) for a wedding outside/during Mass.  The fee is due two weeks before the wedding.

During your preparation time, you will be given a book, United in Christ, to help you select scripture reading, prayers, and other elements of the liturgy.  There are many opportunities to include your family and friends in the wedding liturgy.  She will discuss these various duties with you when you meet.  

A professional wedding consultant may certainly assist you with decisions regarding selection of attire, flowers, photographers, etc.  However, she / he has no role in the wedding liturgy or in the church ceremony. 

Wedding service bulletins/programs are the responsibility of the bride and groom.

The Church accommodates 300 guests.

Music
Music is an essential element of the wedding liturgy and music selections should be appropriate for the occasion.  There are musicians available at St. Joseph.  Fees for musicians to play usually are $200 for a wedding outside of Mass and $200 for a wedding during Mass.  This includes the rehearsal and wedding.  Payment is due at the rehearsal.

There are a number of talented singers at St. Joseph that are available to act as cantor and sing for your wedding celebration.  A cantor is strongly suggested for a wedding outside of Mass and is required for a Nuptial Mass.  The usual fee is the same as for the musician.    

If other singers and / or musicians are used, they will need to be approved by parish staff and instructed on the use of the sound system and organ.  

All music selected for weddings is to be recognized liturgical music.  Pop music, show tunes, and ballads are not appropriate.  Pre-recorded music is not allowed.  

Flowers 
The sanctuary of the church is always decorated appropriately for the liturgical season (Christmas, Ordinary Time, Easter, etc.). These decorations must remain in place.  You may, however, add two fresh floral arrangements on the shelf of the altar. These fresh floral arrangements may be obtained through a florist or through the St. Joseph Flower Guild.

If you chose to use someone else for the church flowers, he / she will need to meet with the church to discuss flower guidelines at least a month before the wedding.  It is expected that the church flowers will be left in the church for the weekend Masses.  This helps connect the parish community to the couple and allows the community to join in the joy and celebration.

Decorations
· All flower arrangements in the church are to be of fresh or natural materials.  No artificial flower arrangements are allowed!
· Neither flowers nor candles may be placed on the altar.
· Flower petals (fresh or dried) or silk petals may not be scattered on the floor.  
· Church furnishings are to remain in place. There is to be no altering of the Church space. The altar and all furniture are to remain fixed as well as the statuary and other elements of Catholic worship. This includes not disturbing candles, chancel furniture, and altar cloths.  
· Pew markers may be placed as long as ribbons, or pipe cleaners are used to secure them.  No tape, glue, tacks, plastic clips or nails may be used on the pew ends.
· No Decorations may be attached or hung from the church doors.
· Aisle runners pose a safety hazard and are not allowed.
· Rice, birdseed, sparklers, and confetti are not allowed inside or outside of the church.  Bubbles may be used outside only. 
· Decorations should be simple yet elegant in keeping with the sacredness of the liturgy.
· It is the responsibility of the couple to make sure that all extra decorations and personal belongings are cleared out of the church in a timely manner.  It is suggested to have a designated person to ensure that it is done. 


~ Additional Considerations ~

Rehearsal
The wedding rehearsal is usually scheduled for the evening prior to the wedding day.  All attendants, readers, gift bearers, ushers, and parents should attend the rehearsal so that every aspect of the ceremony may be reviewed. The rehearsal should last less than an hour.  It is very important that all participants be on time.  Please make sure that everyone in your wedding party is aware that the rehearsal will start promptly on time!  The marriage license must be brought to the rehearsal. 
 It is also an excellent time to bring your guest book and pen, programs, etc. to the church.
The Priest will conduct the rehearsal.
Attendants                                                                                                                     It is understandable to want your friends and family to be a part of your big day.  There are many ways in which they may participate – as attendants and liturgical ministers.  Due to space limitations, no more than 10 attendants should be planned for the bride and 10 for the groom.  


Children in the Wedding Party
You are welcome to include children in your wedding party as flower girls and ring bearers.  It is strongly recommended that any children participating be at least five-years of age or older.  Children must have the self-control to sit and stand for long periods of time.  There must be at least one adult that is not a member of the wedding party designated to be responsible for tending to any children in the wedding party.  Flower girls may carry baskets or small bouquets.  Ring bearers may carry pillows or small ring boxes.  Wedding signs are not allowed as they are not appropriate for the liturgical celebration.

Liturgical Ministers
Readers (as many as three) are needed and are great ways to include family members and friends. If the sacrament is to take place at a Nuptial Mass, you will need someone to present the gifts of bread and wine for consecration, as well. We are not distributing the Precious Blood of Christ at wedding, so extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist are not needed. 

Photographs 
We understand that capturing this moment in your life is important to you.   However, photographers should not be an intrusion to the wedding itself.  Pictures should be taken from behind or beside the congregation.  Photographers (this includes family and friends) are not permitted in the sanctuary area at any time during the wedding.  Non-flash pictures may be taken during the wedding ceremony.  Pictures may be taken before and / or after the wedding, also.  However, for a Saturday wedding, they must be completed by 5:00 pm. There are no exceptions.
It is expected that the photographer you engage will dress and behave in a professional manner while in the church. Photographers that do not comply will be asked to leave.
Dressing Areas

Although there is specific dressing area for wedding parties at St. Joseph, there are a number of rooms that can be used, if they are available.  Arrangements to use these areas must be made through the office.

The dressing area(s) should be returned to the same condition in which it was found. Any plans to have hair dressers and make-up artist in attendance must be discussed when scheduling the wedding and will be subject to approval.  Additional fees may apply. 

Valuables should not be left in any of the dressing areas during the ceremony. Belongings should .be packed up and placed in personal vehicles prior to the wedding.  St. Joseph Parish does not assume responsibility for personal items left unattended on the premises. 
The Church will provide security for the rehearsal and wedding. 



Bouquet for Mary / Other Cultural Traditions / Unity Candle

The presentation of a special bouquet of flowers at the foot of the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary is an old Catholic tradition, but is not part of the Rite of Marriage. If this old tradition is desired, it is usually done at the end of the ceremony. Other cultural traditions, when appropriate, may be included with approval.

There is no provision for the lighting of a unity candle, mixing of sand, or other similar fads in the Rite of Marriage.  The use of such actions is forbidden by Bishop Joseph Kopacz in the Diocese of Jackson during the celebration of the Sacrament of Matrimony.  

[bookmark: 6]Reverence                                                                                                 The Church is a sacred place --- the House of God.  It is very important that an atmosphere of prayer and reverence for the Blessed Sacrament be maintained during the rehearsal and before and after the wedding.  A Catholic wedding is a liturgical celebration. We ask that everyone conducts himself / herself in a manner that is fitting. Please make note of the following items and share this information with the members of your wedding party.
· Boisterous conduct is inappropriate in the church.
· Clothing should be appropriate and modest.  It should reflect the sacredness and dignity of the occasion.
· Voices should be kept low inside the church.  
· No food, drink, or chewing gum is allowed in the church. 
· Smoking is not allowed in the church, the Parish Hall, or near the doors of either building.    
· No alcohol may be consumed on the day of the wedding prior to the ceremony.  Any indication that members of the wedding party have been drinking may result in the cancellation of your wedding, or the offending parties may not be allowed to participate.
· The church will be clean for your wedding.  Please designate someone to be responsible for picking up after the wedding so that the church is again ready for use.
Contact information                                                                                     If you have any questions or problems as you prepare for your lifetime together, please do not hesitate to call the church office at 662-335-5251.  We will be happy to assist you.   
WEDDING FEES 
GROOM						   	BRIDE						
	Marriage Ceremony / Parish Fees
	Amount
	Check if fee applies and Total
	Date Due

	Use of Worship Space for parishioners
	$500.00
	
	

	Use of Worship Space for non-parishioners
	$1000.00
	
	

	Security Deposit for parishioners
	$250.00
	
	

	Security Deposit for non-parishioners
	$500.00
	
	

	Wedding Coordinator  
	$250.00
	
	

	Church Cantor
	$200.00
	
	

	Organist / Pianist
	$200.00
	
	

	Each additional musicians provided by church
	$200.00
	
	

	Each altar server provided by the church
	$20.00
	
	

	This deposit is due when you schedule your wedding date. This deposit holds your date 

	Worship fee includes security.


** It is a teaching of the church that sacraments are not for sale; there is a totally free option.  It involves a ceremony that consists of 4 and only 4 people: the bride, groom and two witnesses.  It should never cost you anything to receive a sacrament from the Catholic Church, including weddings

Acknowledgement of receipt of St. Joseph Church guidelines for weddings.

Signature(s)									Date			
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