	
	
	



Minutes of the WI Monthly Meeting held at the Bridge on Wednesday 9 September 2026
Cheryl Farnell (President) opened the meeting.
Cheryl welcomed members to the meeting.
Cheryl invited members to stand to sing Jerusalem, if they so wished. 
Cheryl introduced tonight’s speaker, Natahsa Beatty ‘Eat Yourself Healthy’
Cheryl stated that the Programme 2026/2027 was available for collection.
[bookmark: _Int_pK30b1AD]Cheryl introduced Beverley who spoke about the shoe box collection and brought along items that are particularly welcome e.g. blow-up football and pump.  She said that Milford Gifts in the village sell lots of the items that are on the list that was circulated by Linda in the monthly email.  Items can be brought along to the October meeting or dropped off to the All Saints Church Office.  She said that she would need a small team of packers and anyone interested in helping should speak to her direct.
Cheryl introduced Tracy who spoke about the upcoming outing to the Sculpture Park on the 7 October.  She said 25 members have signed up but if anyone else wanted to go to please see her.  She asked that the entrance fee of £13.50 be paid via bank transfer to the WI account so that we will be entitled to the discounted rate.   She also said that £5 per passengers is given to individual drivers to cover petrol costs etc. 
Cheryl introduced Trish who spoke about an art exhibition on Sunday 18 October at Hordle Community Centre.  Linda will email out the flyer to members. 
Cheryl spoke about the cake sale on the village green this Sunday 13 September from 9.30am. A signup sheet is at the back of the hall.  This is in conjunction with Charlotte from Boots who has arranged a sponsored walk around the village.  All proceeds to the charity EORTC – European Organisation for Research and Treatment of Cancer. Any cakes/biscuits homemade produce will be gratefully received.  
Cheryl spoke about the Salterns Autumn Meeting on 13 October 2026 at 2pm at St Marys Church Hall, Everton.  The speaker is Jon Cuthill who is a BBC South presenter & a South of England environment correspondent.  We have been allocated 22 tickets; the cost is £5 which includes tea and cake.  Payments should be made via bank transfer. 
Cheryl announced our annual skittles evening will take place on Friday 20 November at 6.30pm at The Huntsman in Brockenhurst.  There is a signup sheet at the back of the hall.  Menu options will be at available at October meeting and payments will be made by members on the night. 

Cheryl confirmed that our Christmas Lunch is on Monday 14 December at BOSGC. Signup sheets are at the back of the hall with menu options.  The cost is £29 for two courses. Please pay via bank transfer.
Cheryl spoke about the afternoon tea at SLH that we had in July.  The response was very low – 28 members – so the committee have decided to take a vote this evening to see what members would prefer to do in July 2026.  The three options are: Brunch at BOSGC at 10.30am; Lunch at BOSGC at 1pm or a normal evening meeting with a speaker.  There are slips of paper on the tables for each of you to choose which option is best for you.  The votes were cast with the following results:
Brunch: 27 votes; Lunch: 21 votes; Speaker: 7 votes.
Refreshment Break: 
Natasha, the speaker then drew for the quarterly draw.  The winner was Sue Elmer. 
Cheryl directed members to Helen for their Hampshire News.
Cheryl confirmed the next drop in is Thursday 24 September at The Bridge from 10am.
The raffle was then held.
Cheryl then thanked everyone for coming, thanked the committee for all their hard work and wished everyone a safe journey home. 

	
	
	



