Annual Report for 2025-2026:

The Annual Meeting for 2024-2025 took place on 14th May 2025 opened by Cheryl Farnell, the president with the singing of Jerusalem.

Over the last year we have had good attendance of members in The Bridge and have heard about a wide range of subjects from the monthly speakers organised by Anne Haigh, our Speaker Secretary.

The Drop-In session continues to meet on the last Thursday of the month at The Bridge and has proved to be very popular.

In July forty members enjoyed a lovely Afternoon Tea at South Lawn Hotel.

In November members enjoyed an evening playing skittles and a pub dinner at The Huntsman in Brockenhurst.

Our First Friday Lunch in December at The Bridge was very successful with all the profits from the lunch and the raffle going to Parkinson's New Forest.  We also had a Craft Stall and a Preloved Handbag and Accessories stall, both of which were very profitable.

Also, in December sixty members enjoyed a delicious Christmas Lunch at Barton Golf Course with the magnificent backdrop view over the golf course which added to the enjoyment.

A big thank you to Carolyn Harbridge for her efforts in organising fabulous raffle prizes throughout the year.

At our December meeting members were again entertained by our fabulous drama group, with a very amusing set of comedy sketches, finishing with the actors singing and dancing to 'Downtown' by Petula Clarke.
A special thank you to Joanne Hope who organised all the dance routines, Judy Spooner who organised all the drama and sketches and to Gillian Keys for the fantastic painted backdrop, amazing costumes and props.
In February a new group was set up by Kathleen Hales and Christine Shaw called 'Solo Friends' for those members that live alone and may need friendship and support in practical ways such as lifts to train stations, appointments, sharing meals, trips to the theatre and cinema etc.
        
Our membership has gone from strength to strength, and we have reached a point where we have a current waiting list of twenty-two of whom on the list are residents of Milford.
All of our groups are well attended, and we are grateful to the members who lead these groups, the ethos of which is that members have an enjoyable time.

Quarterly Draw:
We continue with the quarterly draw that is spent on a course of choice.

The winners this year were Trish Walker in June; Jackie Parker in September; Julia Peggs in December and Jan Gibbs in March.

Resolutions:
The resolutions categories voted by us were as follows:

Public Toilet Facilities:               19
Action on women's homelessness:      23
Every child needs a friend:            13
Nearer to nature:                      1
Love your vulva:                      5
    
Spring Council Meeting: March 2026:

The HCFWI Spring Council Meeting took place on 24th March 2026 at the Central Hall, Southampton.  The delegate for Milford on Sea WI was Di Cobbett.
A rousing rendition of Jerusalem and a warm welcome from the Lord Mayor of Southampton, opened what was to be a very interesting day.
The AGM was brief but informative outlining the activities of the past year, the current financial situation, the passing of 2 resolutions regarding the constitution and the board of trustees and then the Chair's address looking forward with the strategic plan for 2026 to 2028.
There followed three excellent speakers.... Monica Vaughan OBE, retired multiple gold medal winning paralympic swimmer, spoke about her childhood, sport and life in a very easy and amusing way. After lunch, Will Rosie,
Mr Mosaic (the Banksy of Southampton) spoke about creating mosaics, both large and small across the city as well as being a funeral celebrant. He was an excellent speaker.  Our day finished with Steve Pateman, the founder of kinky boots. His story from a family shoe business running into decline in the 1990s to making high heeled women's shoes and boots in men's sizes for anyone but particularly transgender and drag artists to a BBC documentary, film and West End show. He was a brilliant speaker, supported by an interesting AV, and he delivered his talk in thigh length red heeled boots!

Hampshire News:

There has been a slight reduction in the numbers of members subscribing to Hampshire News, even though the price is still only £6 and often contains photographs of our members enjoying a range of activities.
 
New Forest Show:
The theme this year was 'Wonderfully Wild"
All the members that entered did very well with lots of favourable comments and stars. A very special thank you to Helen Howells who coordinates the entries for the show and organises the volunteer rota, also to those members that help deliver and collect all the exhibits to the venue. I would also like to mention that the NFSWI Committee have thanked Milford members and said that without the huge support of stewarding that is provided the show would not run as smoothly as it does. 
  
Outings:

A special thanks to Tracy Haupt for organising two fabulous trips this year one to Parham House and Gardens in July and the other to Wisley in September.
Helping in the Community:

In April we hosted a cake and produce stall on the Village Green and £359.50p was raised for our charity Parkinson's New Forest.

The Samaritans Purse:

Thanks to members that bought, knitted, made items and helped fill the shoe boxes with toys and stationery for children living in Eastern Europe to receive for Christmas.    

Salterns Group:

Group Committee meetings take place twice a year, and members of the committee represent the WIs of Lymington, Pennington, Everton & Lymore, Hordle, Boldre & South Baddesley, Coates and Milford on Sea.
Each of these groups take it in turn to organise a meeting for the spring and autumn, inviting the members from the seven WIs to join them for a good speaker and WI style afternoon tea. As we are a very large WI, we are allocated 20 tickets for these events, and they have been well supported by our members.
There are quiz competitions within the Group, and we regularly provide a team.

In June 2025, the Group enjoyed lovely afternoon tea at Barton Golf Course with Alistair Brien entertaining members with a selection of magic tricks.   
 
In October 2025 Jo Richards gave a very interesting demonstration of Warm Tones of Autumn creating six floral pieces which were used as raffle prizes.

In November 2025 the Group Carol Service was held in St Thomas' Church in Lymington. This service was well attended by members who enjoyed refreshments in the church hall afterwards.

In March 2026 Nelly Ghaffar gave a very interesting talk about her life, loves, losses and the Great British Bake Off.

Committee Changes:

Anne Haigh is stepping down as Speaker Secretary; she is going to run the monthly raffle with Jenny McArthur. Carolyn Harbridge is now our Speaker Secretary.
Di Cobbett, Gillian Keys, Joanne Hope, Margaret Snelgar, Sue Evans and Tracy Haupt are also stepping down from their duties on the committee.
Marion Webb and Di Cobbett will be organising the refreshments and Diane Hardy, a new committee member, will be organising the name badges.
A vote of thanks to these ladies for all their hard work, dedication and help in making our WI as wonderful as it is!

And Finally:

The Committee meets monthly to plan meetings, speakers, outings and events, and we keep in touch with all members by sending out informative emails. 

The general buzz and chatter during coffee time at the meetings show just how important socialising is for all our members.

Linda Byrne,
Secretary.

