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NATURAL RESOURCES 

 
1. CAFOs and FEEDING OPERATIONS (revised ’08) 

 

WHEREAS: Animal feeding contributes to the overall economic sustainability of South Dakota’s 

livestock industry.  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: The South Dakota Stockgrowers Association; 

1. Supports local administration of rules, regulations, research and the development of local 

standards for animal feeding operations. 

2. Encourages producers to be active in the development of state and national rules and strategies 

pertaining to animal feeding operations. 

3. Opposes additional regulatory proposals by EPA-USDA’s Clean Water Action Plan on 

operations not designated as CAFOs, unless site specific and scientifically verifiable research 

proves an operation is in an impaired watershed and is contributing to a runoff problem. 

4. Strongly encourages the Nature Resource Conservation Service and Farm Service Agency to 

emphasize technical and cost share programs that assist all operations in improving manure and 

runoff systems.  

 

2. FOSSIL PROTECTION ON STATE LANDS (‘94) 

 

WHEREAS: South Dakota has some of the most extensive and valuable deposits of fossils of 

ancient plant and animal life in the United States; and 

WHEREAS: The Task Force on Paleontology of the South Dakota State Historical Society has 

recently completed a two-year study of the extent of fossil resources in South Dakota and their 

potential for scientific, educational and rural economic and tourism development; and 

WHEREAS: South Dakota now has no legal means to protect and preserve rare or valuable 

fossils on state-owned lands from damage and loss by unauthorized and commercial exploitation; 

and WHEREAS: Fossil hunters are a growing problem for ranchers and farmers. Proper 

regulations and a reliable source of information and assistance to farm and ranch landowners and 

lessees could help protect landowner rights and possible financial returns.  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: The South Dakota Stockgrowers Association encourage 

the efforts of the South Dakota State Historical Society to initiate legislation for the protection 

and responsible management 

 

3. SAFE DRINKING WATER ACT (‘94) 

 

WHEREAS: The Safe Drinking Water Act, which protects water quality for human 

consumption, must be implemented and enforced by states; and 

WHEREAS: The cost of compliance for rural communities and businesses who provide water 

will be burdensome and may require extensive testing for SDSGA Ag & Natural Resources 

Policynumerous potential contaminants; and WHEREAS: State programs may require purchase 

and/or easements of significant amounts of private property surrounding public water supplies; 

and  
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WHEREAS: This constitutes a taking of private property. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The South Dakota Stockgrowers Association opposes 

unnecessary federal regulations which result in a taking of private property without just 

compensation, or result in excessive burdens on water suppliers which provide drinking water.  

 

4. NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS) (Revised ‘08) 

 

WHEREAS: The strength of our nation and its future depends largely upon its soil and related 

natural resources; and 

WHEREAS: The enabling legislation for, and mission statement of, the USDA, Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides for cost-effective technical assistance 

provided for landowner participation on a voluntary basis; and  

WHEREAS: The NRCS has assumed a compliance role and is therefore no longer acting 

consistently with the intent of NRCS enabling legislation or its mission statement. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The South Dakota Stockgrowers Association urged NRCS 

to continue in its vital role to assist in the preservation and conservation of the nation’s soil and 

water, restore its original mission and provide sufficient resources for needed technical 

assistance on private lands, while incorporating property rights and management techniques 

favorable to landowners into cost sharing agreements.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The South Dakota Stockgrowers Association believes that 

technical assistance provided by NRCS on private grazing lands be delivered only by individuals 

with extensive pasture and range management training. 

 

5. WETLANDS (‘99) 

 

WHEREAS: The South Dakota Stockgrowers Association believes in the 5th Amendment and 

protection of private property rights; and 

WHEREAS: The economic stability and value of private property can be negatively affected by 

current state and federal wetlands regulations; and  

WHEREAS: Current state wetlands regulations are excessive and intrusive compared to 

neighboring states. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The South Dakota Stockgrowers Association supports 

current state and federal wetlands regulations reform through National Resources and 

Conservation Services, and encourages continued cooperation.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The South Dakota Stockgrowers Association play a 

leadership role in obtaining legislation that would allow farmers to enroll wetlands and farmed 

wetlands in the CRP under continuous signup and that farmers are represented on the FSA 

rulemaking committee to ensure participation.  

 

6. FOREST MANAGEMENT (‘02) 

 

BE IT RESOLVED: The South Dakota Stockgrowers Association supports forest management 

practices that balance all interests. We support proper use and multipurpose management of 

natural resources that include realizing human interests at least equal to all other management 

choices.  



 

 

7. FIRE FIGHTING COOPERATION (‘02) 

 

BE IT RESOLVED: The South Dakota Stockgrowers Association urges that cooperation be 

exercised by Federal, State, County and City, and organized volunteer fire fighting personnel and 

not thwart first responder efforts or initial attacks.  

 

8. DROUGHT (NATURAL DISASTER) (revised ’08) 

 

BE IT RESOLVED: In the event of a natural disaster, the South Dakota Stockgrowers 

Association urges the United States Department of Agriculture to release emergency funds to 

affected area in a timely manner.  

 

9. COAL-BED METHANE WASTEWATER (‘02) 

 

BE IT RESOLVED: The South Dakota Stockgrowers Association encourages the South Dakota 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) to ensure that all Coalbed Methane 

(CBM) wastewater discharged to any tributaries of South Dakota rivers comply with all 

provisions of the Clean Water Act.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The South Dakota Stockgrowers Association encourages the 

South Dakota DENR to ensure that CBM wastewater discharged to any tributaries of South 

Dakota rivers does not contribute to the degradation of the river channel 

 

10. SCHOOL & PUBLIC LANDS TRADES (’01) (Revised ’02) 

 

BE IT RESOLVED: The South Dakota Stockgrowers Association opposes land trades between 

South Dakota School & Public Lands and any private party, government agency or NGO; unless 

the trade is approved by the respective county commissioners.  

 

11. GE, RR Alfalfa (’08) 

 

WHEREAS: Genetically Engineered (GE) or Roundup Ready (RR) alfalfa is deemed by two 

Federal Court decisions to be illegal to sell or plant; 

WHEREAS: it is acknowledged fact that GE alfalfa has and can continue to genetically drift or 

cross-pollinate existing fields of conventional alfalfa constituting “irreversible harm” to 

conventional and organic alfalfa producers.  

WHEREAS: the cost of testing each and every lot of alfalfa seed for contamination by RR DNA 

is a necessary and costly burden to conventional alfalfa growers. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The South Dakota Stockgrowers Association opposes the 

alfalfa seed production, pollination, contamination, sale of, planting, and genetic drift of this 

illegal and invasive species and urges the South Dakota and the United States Departments of 

Agriculture to require all tests of purity and germ of alfalfa seed tested by labs in South Dakota 

or entering South Dakota to also be tested for RR genes.  

 

 



 

 

12. CAP AND TRADE LEGISLATION (09) 

 

WHEREAS: South Dakota Stockgrowers Association members acknowledge that scientists are 

not in agreement as to whether our climate change is a result of manmade global warming or 

rather natural heating and cooling cycles which have existed since the origin of planet earth, and 

WHEREAS: The Economic impact of present Cap and Trade Legislation on farmers and 

ranchers has not been determined and estimates of such an impact vary widely, and  

WHEREAS: In addition to the current economic recession, any Cap-and-Trade policies could 

jeopardize the wellbeing of all US industry but especially Agriculture and our nation’s food 

supply, and 

WHEREAS: Policies relating to currently pending Cap and Trade Legislation will burden US 

citizens and not the major Carbon Dioxide polluting countries of the world. Any sacrifices for 

any known climate changes must be cooperative and global in nature. 

WHEREAS: many questions remain unanswered concerning the moral aspects connected to the 

trading of a commodity which serves no solution toward reducing global emissions but rather 

provides an excuse for polluters to continue polluting at past levels.  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: The South Dakota Stockgrowers Association endorses a 

policy of delaying any Cap-and-Trade legislation until at such time as the above concerns can be 

addressed and the full environmental, economic, and social impact of such legislation becomes 

transparent 

 

  

13. Improving Drought Monitor for LFP Calculations (’17) 

 

WHEREAS the USDA Livestock Forage Program (LFP) is dependent on information from the 

U.S. Drought Monitor,  

WHEREAS, the U.S. Drought Monitor is dependent on rainfall information from selected sites, 

which are not adequate to reflect the geographical rainfall changes,  

THEREFORE, be it resolved, the South Dakota Stockgrowers believes that for the U.S. 

Drought Monitor to work successfully there should be more and remotely located monitoring 

sites and multiple sources considered, i.e., NOAA, NWS, SDSU, Weather Bug, CoCoRaHs,  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the U.S. Drought Monitor should be used in conjunction with 

the Farm Service Agency Disaster programs, and SD Stockgrowers calls for additional data to be 

considered including daily and weekly fire fuel levels, humidity levels, heat index, and wind 

index. These factors should all be considered when calculating NAP coverage, forage insurance, 

and application of other disaster programs.  

 

13. A. Replacement of the Drought Monitor for LFP Calculations (2024) 

 

WHEREAS the USDA Livestock Forage Program replaced disaster declaration and 

appropriations form the USDA.  

WHEREAS the USDA Livestock Forage Program (LFP) is used for producers to replace 

forages lost in a time of disaster. 



WHEREAS the US drought monitor is the bases for trigger payments for the LFP on a weekly 

basis. 
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WHEREAS the drought monitor rainfall sites are located in excessive distance and the state 

climatologist has no intension of placing or moving stations in areas that have had problems with 

showing extreme drought in the past and the present (2024). Whereas, when the stations were 

installed no producer interaction occurred to best locate these stations.  Whereas, the stations are 

reporting excessive moisture as noted by the employees of SDSU.  

 

WHEREAS, the drought monitors show adequate moisture for 2024, however dryland hay 

production for 2024 is less than 90% of normal and the irrigated hay struggled for production 

due to lack of rainfall. Whereas, producers are supplementing forages during the entire summer 

of 2024.  

WHEREAS, the livestock producers located in southwestern South Dakota have been hauling 

water in 2023 and 2024 as a result of dry dams. Whereas, the dry dams are an indication that the 

drought has been building in our area starting in the last two quarters of 2023. 

WHEREAS, calf weights are considerably lighter than normal in 2024 and whereas, calves are 

being removed from the cows in excess of two weeks early resulting in a further reduction of 

weight on the calves. Whereas, the producers are supplementing protein or feeding hay to the 

cows as a lack of forage. 

WHEREAS, the LFP program should be discontinued and a new program developed that would 

allow for fair treatment of producers across county lines that does not discriminate against 

producers based on science data that is not working and lack of boots on the ground assessment 

of actual ground conditions.  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, when problems arise on qualifications for LFP, the 

County commissioners can demand an independent third-party inspection of areas affected by 

the drought and their analysis of the conditions supersedes the drought monitor in order to allow 

producers to benefit from the LFP program. 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, when the RMA data for insured forages has little to no 

production or the NAP grass hay has little to no production and the Drought Monitor does not 

reflect the severity of the drought and the weather stations do not match the condition listed 

above, the decisions of the County Commissioners along with data gathered from RMA and FSA 

can be used to hold the drought monitor to a higher standard so producers are allowed to utilized 

disaster benefits in the manner in which they were intended. 

 

14. Impact of Keystone Pipeline on Counties (’18) 

 

WHEREAS President Trump took executive action to permit the Keystone Pipeline to cross the 

Canadian border into the United States.  

WHEREAS the state of South Dakota's Public Utilities Commission issued a permit to construct 

the Keystone Pipeline through South Dakota. 

WHEREAS the pipeline will pass through portions of Harding, Perkins, Meade, Pennington, 

Haakon, Jones, Mellette, Lyman, and Tripp counties.'  



WHEREAS civil disturbances and protests may occur anywhere along this route.  

WHEREAS civil disturbances protesting the pipeline were a huge financial burden to the 

affected counties in North Dakota.  

WHEREAS the counties of South Dakota are responsible for law enforcement within their 

borders.  
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WHEREAS the legislature of state of South Dakota passed a law which requires counties to 

spend two mills of the valuation of the county before the state will provide any assistance for law 

enforcement to the counties. the state will then provide 60% of the law enforcement cost with the 

counties providing the additional 40%.  

WHEREAS this could cause a huge financial burden to counties for a problem they did not 

cause WHEREAS Meade County does not have $4,000,000.00 to spend.  

THEREFORE, the South Dakota Stockgrowers support a bill to address the state's lack of 

responsibility for a situation they created.  

 

15. Pasture Range and Forage (’18) 

 

WHEREAS the Pasture-Range-Forage (PRF) is a USDA authorized risk management tool 

South Dakota researchers use: 

WHEREAS PRF’s indemnities are based on rainfall: 

WHEREAS PRF’s have helped to sustain our ranches and communities during dry years: 
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WHEREAS South Dakota Stockgrowers Association opposes livestock producers losing the 

ability to obtain both PRF, LFP, NAP coverage, and continental funding of USDA disaster 

programs:  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the South Dakota Stockgrowers Association encourages 

RMA to establish a county based value of no less than the most recent NASS past year cash 

rental rate for each county 

 


