Watering techniques
I have used the following methods for over 15 years, most of which I did not have access to mains water, and am totally self-sufficient in terms of vegetables:
· Do not use the watering can rose and definitely do not waste water on foliage;
· Only aim the water directly at the earth at the base of the plant;
· When sowing seeds, water the seed drill heavily and once the seeds have been sown and covered with soil, do not water them again. The compacted earth from further watering retards germination;
· When planting out dig a hole bigger than the root ball and position the plant so that it is at least a cm below the level of the ground creating a shallow saucer in the earth that will collect water once planted.  Water in by filling this ‘saucer’ twice. Plants like brassicas, corn etc will then not need watering again right up to harvesting;
· There is absolutely no need to water potato or onion crops. I never water potatoes and even in this year's conditions am currently digging up potatoes bigger than my fist.
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