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Health & Safety Guidance
Bustardthorpe Allotments Association Charitable Incorporated Organisation (BAACIO) aims to provide, maintain and manage a safe, welcoming and therapeutically peaceful environment where members can undertake and enjoy allotment gardening.

The Health & Safety guidance exists to enable BAACIO to fulfil its purpose and ensure that all plotholders enjoy their allotment gardens and Bustardthorpe Allotment site safely.

BAACIO is committed to providing a safe and healthy working environment for all plot holders and visitors by actively managing health and safety risks associated with allotment activities, ensuring compliance with relevant regulations and promoting a culture of responsible gardening practices.

Key Responsibilities
Charity Trustees:
· Conduct regular risk assessments of the site, identifying potential hazards and implementing appropriate control measures.
· Maintain clear signage regarding safety procedures and potential risks.
· Ensure access to first aid facilities.
· Encourage plotholders adopt good safety practices.
· Regularly inspect site infrastructure, including pathways, fencing, and water supplies, addressing any issues promptly.
· Ensure all plot holders receive appropriate health and safety training on joining the site and periodically thereafter as appropriate.
· Clearly communicate the guidance and procedures to all plot holders through signage, website updates, and regular meetings.
· Conduct regular risk assessments to identify and mitigate potential hazards on the site.

Plot Holders:
· Familiarise themselves with the allotment site health and safety policy and procedures.
· Report any hazards or potential risks to the site management immediately.
· Use appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) when necessary, such as gloves, sturdy footwear, and eye protection.
· Store tools and chemicals safely and securely.
· Maintain a clean and tidy plot, removing debris and potential tripping hazards.
· Adhere to safe working practices when handling machinery and equipment.

Specific Safety Considerations:
Lifting and Handling:	Proper lifting techniques must be used when handling heavy objects, including compost and soil bags.
	Utilise appropriate lifting aids when necessary.
Chemical Handling:	Store all chemicals in clearly labeled containers and follow manufacturer's safety instructions.
Wear appropriate PPE when handling pesticides and herbicides.
Dispose of chemicals responsibly according to local regulations.

Tool Safety:
· Inspect tools regularly for damage and ensure they are in good working order.
· Store tools securely when not in use.
· Use tools correctly and follow manufacturer's instructions.

Weather Conditions:
· Be aware of weather forecasts and take appropriate precautions during extreme weather events, including lightning storms, heavy rain and extreme heat and sun.
· Avoid working on the allotment in unsafe weather conditions.

Water Safety:
· Exercise caution around water sources, including ponds and water storage containers.
· Never leave children unattended near water.

Incident Reporting:
All accidents, near misses, and potential hazards must be reported promptly to the site management to enable prompt investigation and corrective actions.

Review and Updates:
This health and safety guidance will be regularly reviewed and updated as necessary to reflect changes in legislation, site conditions, and best practices.
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