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Allotment Pests by Rosie Crawford
The most effective deterrent to pests is to keep a tidy plot. A number of insect pests live in weeds until your crops are ready to eat and rubbish is an ideal hiding place for larger pests too.  Keep turning compost too, rats will not stay in a hot or disturbed heap.

Rabbits
Paranoia helps - you can’t buy it but many of us have it in abundance!

Rabbits are generally most active in the evening or night - but are often seen during the day too (no doubt looking for an open gate).  Rabbits can burrow down a foot (30 cms) or more and jump up to 5 ft (150 cms) - young rabbits (still dangerous) can squeeze through small holes too. Rabbits love members of the onions family most, but will eat ANYTHING if they’re hungry - even Holly, Rhubard and Eucalyptus.

You must ensure the rabbit proof fence is at least 1 ft (30 cms) deep and 4 ft (120 cms) above ground. Chicken wire stapled to treated posts is effective (and expensive, but not as expensive as a rabbit in your allotment).  If you need to tie 2 lots of chicken wire together, cable ties are a good, cheap option.  It is a good idea to throw broken glass and rubble into the 1 ft. trench you dug for the posts and chicken wire. Put the glass at the bottom of the trench so that you don’t end up going to casualty.  Bank up the sides (by the path too).  And don’t forget the gate, this also needs securing and shutting.

It helps to go ‘on boundary patrol’ once a month, just to check for gaps / holes etc. preferably with your neighbour doing it at the same time from their side - then you can join forces to secure the barricades.


Birds in general (sparrows, robins, linnets, tits etc.)
The good that these birds do often goes unnoticed.  Every year they eat thousands of wireworm, cutworm, aphids, gooseberry sawfly larvae - mainly unseen.  Fact - If you do not spray with insecticide, as soon as the ‘pests’ start to make themselves apparent, the birds, or other insects will eat them. 

You can deter birds from seedlings by attaching CDs / tin foils for bun baking / plastic bags to stakes inserted within your crops.  When they’ve grown, move the stakes to other seedling beds so that the birds can eat any pests on the crops or in the soil.  Please don’t put down flimsy plastic netting (like pea netting) to cover crops, as there is nothing so sad as seeing a bird entangled, starving with it’s legs in tatters because it has been struggling to get out.

Pests birds don’t eat
Carrot fly and Whitefly - cover crops with environmesh (this is not fleece) and pin it down securely with metal pins.  (Don’t forget to leave room for the crops to grow underneath).  You could also use finely woven net curtains for this. 
Spray greenhouse crops with ‘Provado’, but keep it off Begonias.
Broad bean aphid - snip the off the young top shoots.

Pigeons
Cover seedling brassicas (in the ground) with upturned supermarket shopping baskets or use environmesh secured by pins.
Use environmesh for larger crops (leave a lot of space for the brassicas to grow underneath as broccoli’s about 3ft high).

Rats and Mice
Both rats and mice will take over any old rabbit or mole run, so check these areas first. Both will spread disease by urinating constantly (even while they’re running).

Rats
Rats carry a number of diseases - Weil’s disease is potentially fatal.  So, ensure that crops are dry when you harvest them, as it is only contagious in liquid (rat’s pee).  Rats prefer to run and hide at the edges of a plot where they can hide behind debris, water butts etc. so always keep the ‘runs’ clear if possible. Rats prefer grain (chicken feed, sweetcorn) and will eat your beetroot. 

Mice
If you can push a pencil through a hole, a mouse can squeeze through it.  Mice love newly sown peas. Generally, though mice prefer small seeds / grass seed.

Slugs
Slugs love undisturbed, damp places (under ‘rubbish’, water butts, old compost sacks left on the ground).  You will find them underneath lettuces and in the planting hole you made for the leeks.  Be careful with slug pellets as their overuse has reduced the thrush population by 60% (and you’ll just get more snails!)
PS. Slugs don’t like red lettuces.
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