





























According to historian Noél Bernier who
wrote a book about Fannystelle, around
theyears1889-90, the Comtesse d’Albuféra
had provided the funds for the construc-
tion of necessary buildings in the town
of Fannystelle: a small church, a presby-
tery, a school, a creamery and a few other
buildings. She had hired a builder, M.
Gédéon Cing-Mars for all the con-
struction. The Comtesse d’Albuféra also
had a bust of Fanny Rives sculptured by
M. Léon-Edward Deschamps-Avisseau
from Tours, France and shipped overseas
to Fannystelle to be erected where it stands
today. Though Fannystelle was founded in
1889, the first French settlers arrived only

in 1892. La Comtesse d’Albuféra and
Mr. T.A. Bernier, a lawyer and the former
mayor of St. Boniface at the time, en-
couraged the immigration of nobles and
well to do gentlemen from France. Mr.
Bernier was also the legal agent for the
establishment of the settlement on behalf

of the Comtesse.

For some 73 years from 1892 to 1965,
Fannystelle was connected with the Mollot
family. According to the 93 hand written
pages in Les Memoires de Fortuné Mollot, when
the Fortuné Mollot family left Blandin
which is near the city of Lyon, France, in

August of 1892, they only knew that they
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1888 abt. Blandin, France: Fortuné and Léopoldine
Mollot and son Marcel.



1885-09-00: Blandin,
France: On the terrace
of Chateau Blandin.
Léopoldine, her parents
and children. Lto R:
Gabirielle (age 10),
Léopoldine (age 33),
girl at rear unknown,

Dr. Alexandre Benoit
(age 67), far right Ernest
Mollot (age 6), boy
sitting on horse Marcel
Mollot (age 5), sitting
behind Marcel Mme.
Ernestine Benoit,
Léopoldine’s mother
(age 62).

1895-06-00 Fannystelle,
Manitoba: Some Fortuné
Mollot family members.
Front lower left: Marcel
Mollot (age 15), center,
seated to the right Lily
Mollot (age 5), stand-
ing to the right of Lily
with corsage and hat

in hand Gabrielle Mollot
(age 20), baby seated in
front Thérese Mollot (age
18 months) with mother
Léopoldine Mollot née
Benoit, wife of Fortuné
Mollot (age 43). Missing
Fortuné and Ernest
Mollot. Others
unknown.









Fortuné Mollot home

First church
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1951 abt.

Circled is'the Fortuné Mollot
house built in"1893. In'1902;
it was sold to Jack Black, |
the new blacksmith in town.
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Elevator Co.

Guilbault house Roman
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20 Emile Ir. & Ar
‘(née Cyrenne) Guyot.
-50th Wedding Anniversary.
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ERNEST,

A poet office on Sec. 12- ,Tp 21,
Rg. 25, W the municipallty of
Woodworth, Western Jud'clal die
Nenrest rallway siation Virden,
dle. 12 miles

OLINZ ERNEST H.,
ETHELBERT,

On Canadinn  Northern Hy,
distant 153 miles from Gladatone
time 164 wmiles from Gladstone

ﬁllr (.. gon. store
Canandian Northern Hy.
C. Hearn, augeut

EUNOLA,

A closad I’ 0. ou Hee. 6, Tp.4,

. in the municipality of Authur, Western
judicial district ; mail weekly ; nearest
milway station Melita, dis. 12 miloa.

EUSTACHE SPUR,

A station on the Portage la Prairie
section of the N, P. Ry 40 wmiles from
Winnipeg.

FAIRBURN,

A closed post otfice on Sec, 4, Tp. 8,
Rg: 10, weat ; nearest railwiy station
 Boissevain, distant 0 miles.

FAIRFAX,

A country post office on Sec. 24, Tp.

6, Bg. 21, W, of let Mer, in the muni
cipality of Whitewater, western
judicial dlstrict, on the Souris
branch of the N. P, Ry.. 173 miles
from Winunipeg

DOUGLAB JOHN H., postmaster
FAIRFORD,

A post offloe on Tp, 30, Rg. 8 W.
1st mer., Eastern Judiclia! dis-

postmaster

Co.,

|

Merry

trict; nearest raliway station Res-
burn, distance 110 plies.

Arthur Peter, wawmill
Hudson Bay Coy., general store
ROBB, JOHN, postmaster,

FAIRHALL

A tountry pomt ollice on Nee. 14, Tp.
4, BRg. 17, wewl, in (he municipality of
Turtle Mountain, Western judicial die
trict | mail semi-weekly ; pearest ratl-
way station Killarney, distant 7 1-3
miles,

SQUIRLE ROLERT, postmaster
FANNYSTEELE,

A post ollice on Sec. 15, Tp. 9, Rg.
3, west on 8. W. branch C. P, R,;
Enstern judicin] district ; distant from
Winnipeg 34 miles ; telegraph Star
buck, dis, 7 milea, |

Allart L., horse ranch

Bolsvert Autilne, blncksmith

Chevaller Phillppe, clerk

Cing Mars Anne, coutractor

Cingmars G., cantractor

Crrenne Charies, Tarmer 0

Dein Giclals Alam Mugon, storekeeper g

De La Glelale M. T\ & M., graiu dealers ©

Dubois Sebastlen, blacksmith 1

Guilbault Mrs. Henorl, gencral store . |

Herbert Arsene, sec. man |

Jacksou Widdles, blacksmith f

Jolmson August, sec. foreman |

Lacousse N., carrlagemoker

Lafond Andre, storekecper

Levasseur A., llvery

Levasseur Mnrk, blacksmith apd hmoe
plements ;

& Willlams,
Carman)

Maollot Fortune, gentieman

Painchaud Mestor, ¢lerk

Roman Catholic church. ;
Rev. Lebranlt, priest. {

vteebsgte,

mmpleiaents, (also |

C. B. Graham & Co. ¥

84 Main Street, wholemle dealers in Cigars, 5

oty 4
o Mata giet. CLUB CIGAR STORE AND BILLIARD ROOMS. 4
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1925 abt. Fannys




























1927 abt. Benjamin and Eugenie (née Plourde) Arnal family.
1916 Fred and Alice (née Schofield) Under-  Back row, left to right: Eugenie and Benjamin. Middle: Louis,
wood with boys Dick (age 8) and Jim (age 4). Blanche and Aimé. Front: Albert, Laurent and Ernest.






1943 abt. Fannystelle, MB: Church elders. Left to right: Henri Arnal, Albert Piché, Marie Savaria, Emile
Guyot, Eugenie Mollot (née Piché), Polycarte Coté, Charlemagne Piché, Alfred Hamel, Marcel Arnal

and Eugeéne Painchaud.







1945 Célestin and Cécile (née Dureault) Nadeau family:
Béatrice, Gilbert, René and Vivianne.

1948 abt. Family of Achille
and Alice (née Beaupré)
Morissette. Back row, left to
right: Lucien, Eva (Ménard),
Jeanne (Guyot), Annette
(Painchaud), Marguerite
(Chaquette) Gilberte
(Wanlin) and Paul. Front:
Jean, Achille and Léo.
Missing: Alice (deceased).




1951 The Edmond and
Francis (née Kloeke) Stangl
family. 1 Edmond; 2 Francis;
3 Barbara; 4 Susan;

5 Beulah; 6 Sonny;

7 Mary Lou; 8 Shirley; 9 Pat;
10 Theresa and

11 Geraldine.



1951 abt. Marcel Arnal and
his children. Standing left to
right: Cécile, Emile,
Auguste, Gabriel and
Marguerite. Seated:
Marcel and daughter
Jeanne. Missing:

Sister Alice, second wife
Bernadette Morisset, and
Juliette Painchaud
deceased first wife.

Oblate Si
Convent




1952-09-01: Albert and
Marie Rose (née Grandpré)
Piché family — 50th
Anniversary. Back row,

left to right: Gabriel and
Gaspard. Front: Thérese,
Marie Rose, Albert and
Cécile.



1955-10-16: Dan and
Katherine (née Bronski)
Fruck family. Back row, left
to right: Elsie, Lily, Eda, Bill,
Jack, Sam and John.
























1902-1903 Fannystelle School - Tgachers Miss l’é i iss ané Bermere.
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1928 20, - Fannystelle School !
- =
€ ' ‘ ’—ﬁ ey Henri

= ' Morissette

Albert

Louis Duregult o
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1930-31: Fannystelle
School: Back row, left to
right: Gérard Painchaud,
Charlie Black, Emile Régis,
Vincent Hamel, Marius
Arnal and Théodore
Poitras. Front row: Rachelle
Régis, Cécile Morissette,
Soeur Marie de I'Incarna-
tion, Alice Morissette, and
Melina Lesperance.
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From photos, it is believed that the first open
air skating rink was built in the early 1920s and
was located immediately across the road from

the Fanny Rives statue which still stands today.

By about 1945, the town was able to afford a
new two sheet curling rink and a new open
air ice skating rink as well as a community hall
which was located south of the tracks next to
the Manitoba Pool Elevators. These became
very popular venues. I am told, that to build
the community hall and the 2-sheet curling
rink, local men caravanned their trucks to
Seven Sisters Falls where lumber was avail-
able because at the time, trees were being cut
from the area that would be flooded for the
second phase of the expansion of the hydro-
electric power station. From a local sawmill,
the lumber was purchased and hauled to
Fannystelle. The community ‘work bee’ built

the community hall, the 2-sheet curling rink

1925: John Mollot, age 21, cleaning skating rink.









1930 abt. The Fannystelle
"Millionnaires.” Back row, left
to right: Dick Underwood,
Gordon Franzmann, Jim
Underwood, John Mollot.
Middle: Patrick Black, Lionel
Hunt and Martin Hamel.
Front: Barney Mollot and

Ken Franzmann.






















Gabriel Piché
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1930s Fannystelle, MB:
Combining and hauling grain.

1950s Fannystelle:
Piché/Painchaud farms.
Combining with McCormick
Deering, International
Harvester 122 and Cockshot
combines.
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1932 abt. Harry Franzmann Farm: Cutting ice blocks from the pond for ho
Lionel Hunt, Gus Brecken and Gordon Franzmann. Driver: Herb Franzmann.

me ice boxes. Left to right:



1940s Fannystelle Main Street and Train Station.






1950-04-15 Fannystelle, MB: Main Street looking east. Left to right: Martin Hamel store, Mollot Trading
Co. (store, restaurant and garage), Fannystelle Hotel, Barber shop and Guilbault post office.
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1951 — Aerial view ofFannysteIIe, MB.












Stevens Lumber Ltd. Viterra Grain Co. is
the former Manitoba Pool Elevators and

United Grain Growers.

Stevens Lumber has been passed down
four generations to the present owner
Donald Stevens. His great-grandfather,
William Henry Stevens had come from
Ontario and started the lumberyard
around the year 1903. Son Richard (Dick)
then took over and passed it on to his son
Harry. Now Harry’s son Donald Stevens is
the owner and operator. Of the four gen-
erations of Stevens, Dick had a great in-
fluence on the development of the town.
For many people, Dick Stevens was their
banker who cashed their grain cheques,
their accountant who filed their income

tax, or their “lawyer" who settled their

1938 abt. Dick

(

R.H.

) Stevens (1896-1978).






_1939-07-01:Fannystelle, Mb~ 30th AnniV€fsa
La Salle Paroissiale. / '

-

r'ﬁ"!r*- i
~ &















Marcel Mollot Butcher
shop & Home.

1910-01-31: Charlemagne
Piché and Marie Louise
Bourque wedding day in
sleighs in front of the
Marcel Mollot butcher shop
and home.
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According to archival records of the
college for the school year 1892-
1893, at the closing exercises Marcel
was given an award as the best stu-
dent in Greek studies. It is interest-
ing to note that in those days, the
college required students to learn
languages. English, French, Latin
and Greek were taught. For the clos-
ing exercises of the following school
year, 1893-94, Marcel was part of
the entertainment. He sang a solo
entitled, ‘Les Peines d'un Ecolier’, ‘the Grief
of a Student.’

Marcel is the only child of Léopol-
dine and Fortuné who made Fanny-
stelle his home. Marcel was quite an
entrepreneur. After his schooling
at College St. Boniface from 1892-
95, he worked as a butcher. Later,
in about 1904, he opened the first
butcher shop and livestock dealer-
ship in Fannystelle.
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of distance, health and age, Léopoldine
was not able to attend the funerals of ei-
ther of her two children.

After Marcel’s death in 1934 at the age
of 54, sons Barney and John took over
their father’s businesses... or what was
left of it following the 1929 Stock Market
Crash, the Great Depression and the
drought of the 1930s. Marcel had lost
much of the wealth he had amassed

except for the family home and the
Mollot Trading Co. buildings.
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This photo was taken in about
1907 in the Marcel Mollot
home in Fannystelle. Left to
right are Archie age five, their
mother Eugenie age 24 and
Alice age four. Note in the
background is one of the four
“Seasons” of a large painting
by their grandfather Fortuné
Mollot. The four paintings were
handed down from Yolande
Donlan and are now owned by
Ron McGrath in California.
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1922-07-04 Fannystelle, MB: Marcel Mollot yard. Sitting: Léopoldine and Fortuné Mollot; standing:
Gabrielle and Marcel Mollot.

1923-08-00 Fannystelle, MB:
Center: Marcel and Eugenie
Mollot. Others unknown.




1923-08-00 Fannystelle, MB:
Marcel age 43 and Eugenie
(née Piché) Mollot age 40.













large Piggly Wiggly food store chain. At that time,
his Aunt Thérese Donlan née Mollot was living in
Los Angeles and this could have had some influence
on Archie’s decision to move to LA. His stay in LA
was short lived. His mother Eugenie convinced him
to come back. Archie would always say that he should
have stayed in California as the opportunities were
much better there because the roaring 20s were the

very prosperous decade that followed World War I.

One thing that has not been determined is where
Archie met his bride to be Aline Lafrance. However
there is reason to believe that they met in her home
town of Gravelbourg, Saskatchewan. The Mol-
lots had very close relatives in Gravelbourg, Piché
families, who had recently moved from Fannys-
telle to Gravelbourg. Archie’s best friend and class
mate from St. Boniface College had been Lucien

1928-07-17: Achille and Aline Mollot.
Gravelbourg, SK.



were forced into bankruptcy.
Times were most difficult for
Archie, Aline and infant
Lorrain in fact so tough
that Archie & Aline moved
to Gravelbourg to live with
Aline’s parents. Archie was
able to find work at a lo-
cal butcher shop in Grav-
elbourg. As for brother
John, age 25 and single, he
was able to go back and live
at home with his parents in

Fannystelle.

During the time that Archie
and Aline were in Grav-
elbourg, their second son
René Raymond was born on
October 1, 1932. In 1933,
when René was six months
old, Archie and Aline moved
back to Manitoba with the
two young boys Lorrain and
René. An opportunity arose
that would see them first
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1941-12-00: Almir Arnal statement to Archie Mollot.
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—— Archie Motiot~ taking care of Gusiness~






















town throughout the area of Sanford, Brunkild,
Sperling, Carman and Elm Creek. Alice would
drive to one town, and at a private home, teach
all day then board at that home. The next day,
she was off to the next town and as a travelling
piano teacher, she was gone from Monday to
Friday. After the early death of her father Marcel
in 1934, she kept living at home with her mother
Eugenie in Fannystelle. By the 194.0s, she had
moved to Winnipeg with her mother Eugenie at
589 Gertrude but continued to teach piano in
the various towns. As time progressed however,

she developed her own clientele in the city.

Alice never married. She enjoyed travelling,
cottage life, theatre, symphony and opera. From
her early life, she travelled extensively through-
out North America and Europe. In about 1950,

1912 Fannystelle, MB: Marcel Mollot with
daughter Alice.
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On November 10, 1937 and at the age 33,
my father John married Blanche Arnal,
age 23, daughter of Benjamin and Eugenie
Arnal. My mother Blanche though having
lived on a farm, never did care for farm life.
She had always wanted to marry a business
man. In 1939 at the outset of World War
II, they moved into a brand new two storey
four bedroom home built by a local car-
penter Mr. Etienne Poitras. The home had
electricity, a coal fired central heating fur-
nace later converted to propane and all the
comforts of a modern day home. My mother
Blanche was a hardworking lady, well orga-
nized and structured: Monday was wash day
and Tuesday ironing day. Every Saturday,
the tasks were washing out the fridge, wash-

ing and polishing floors and assuring a bath

for each family member. Blanche was proud
of her family and insisted that their three

f Y -
1937-11-10: Jean Baptiste Mollot (age 33) and

Blanche (née Arnal, age 23). Parents of Vic, Claude
and Martin.
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1943 abt. Brandon, MB:
Brandon Greyhound Bus
Depot/Barney Mollot's
“Maxwell House Grill.”

Left to right: Marcelle Piché,
Teddie and Alice Syrenne
and Beth Sigurdson.
















ping, we drove into a parking lot adjoining the liquor
store. Uncle Barney slipped an attendant some money
and got one of the prime spots to park. The attendant
was happy to keep close watch on our vehicle. In the liquor
store we watched in awe as Barney purchased 24 gal-
lons of Ron Bacardi Rum — Superior... yes that was 24
gallons! The attendant needed a two wheeled cart to
move the six cases of rum to the car. What a shopping

experience I will never forget!

ForBarney, ruleswere meanttobebroken. Helovedtodrive
over the speed limit and did pay his fair share of speeding
tickets. On a postcard dated September 13, 1939 listed on
the previous page that cost 2 cents to mail while they were
onatrip to Wisconsin, his mother Eugenie wrote ‘we’re not
goingto see very much todaybecause of the 70 mile an hour

speedthatBarneyisdriving.’Also, wefoundinthe Winnipeg

1920 abt: Marcel Mollot (age 40).
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Other photos:










A picture is worth a thousand words...
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Three Generations







1930 abt. Fannystelle: Mollot
and Co. truck that Archie and
John Mollot used in Elm Creek,
MB, where they owned and
operated a general store and
went bankrupt. This photo was
taken in Fannystelle. Behind is
the Fortuné Mollot and Jack
Black home.


































