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Dear Oak Ridge Church Family,  

I hope and pray that you had a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year with family and friends! 

It is important for us to look back over 2025 and see how much God has blessed us. We had 25 professions of 

faith which includes 21 Confirmands professing Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. We had 20 baptisms 

and 10 of them were children. We had 14 people join the church by reaffirmation of faith and 21 by transfer 

of membership. We also had a financial challenge as a church to match $250,000 towards the Building Loan 

and thanks to your extravagant generosity we have been able to meet that challenge. All of these blessings 

and so much more are reasons that we can celebrate the past year and look forward to this new year of 

2026. I am excited to see how God wants to use Oak Ridge Methodist Church this year as we focus on our 

mission statement:  "Rooted in God's Truth, led by Christ and saved by His grace, to love and serve others."   

What would happen if we all truly lived out our membership vows? When we committed to give our     

Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service, and Witness? May we have opportunities to share the love of Jesus Christ 

and encourage others to do the same.  For this year, I would love to see everyone involved in some kind of 

disciple-making small group or Sunday School class. I would love to see all ages attending Sunday School      

classes. I remember going to Sunday School as a kid and we would sing songs as we learned about Jesus. 

Maybe God is calling you to be a teacher or helper in a class. As children are led to their classes, we have 

classes for parents and grandparents to attend. No matter how old we are, we all are disciples of Jesus 

Christ, growing in our faith and learning from the scriptures. Please join me in praying for this to happen 

and may it start with you. There is nothing greater in life than having a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ. Go tell it on the mountains that Jesus Christ is born!  May God continue to bless us so that we can be 

a blessing to others.   

Take Care and God bless, 

Pastor Mike 
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Dear Church Family, 

 

As we welcome 2026, we celebrate God’s faithfulness and your continued generosity. Through your 

prayers and support, our church remains a beacon of hope and service in our community.               

The Finance Committee is pleased to announce that the 2026 Church Budget has been prayerfully  

reviewed and approved. 

 

This budget reflects our shared commitment to worship and disciple together. Below is the summary 

of the approved budget: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
"And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus." – Philippians 4:19  

From the Finance Committee 

 
Category 

Annual Budget 

Worship $86,962.16 

Hospitality $11,725.00 

Discipleship $261,329.69 

Missionary Support $5,000.00 

Personnel $195,603.44 

Facilities $321,137.36 

Finance/Admin $318,242.36 

Total Expenses $1,200,000.00 
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ORUMC Staff 
Church Office / 336-643-4690 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Mike Carr, mike.carr@oakridgemc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 205 / cell 704-574-0888 

Pastor of Visitation, Tony Dowdy, tony.dowdy@oakridgemc.org 

Youth Pastor, Jon Christ, jon.christ@oakridgemc.org, ext. 204 

Director, Children & Family Ministries, Larissa Brown, larissa.brown@oakridgemc.org, ext. 203 

Director, Choir, Elizabeth Crouch, elizabeth.crouch@oakridgemc.org, ext. 289 

Accompanist, Lynn Gordon, lynn.gordon@oakridgemc.org 

Praise Band Worship Leader, Jessie Gillie, jessie.gillie@oakridgemc.org 

AV and Media Producer, David Dudley, david.dudley@oakridgemc.org 

Director, Weekday School, Jamie Hatchell, Director, jamie.hatchell@oakridgemc.org ext. 208 

Director, Congregational Engagement, Bev Miller, bev.miller@oakridgemc.org, ext. 220 

Director, Finance, Monica Bogle, monica.bogle@oakridgemc.org, ext. 218 

Manager, Facilities, Jack Polakowski, jack.polakowski@oakridgemc.org, ext. 219 

Sr. Pastor’s Assistant/Scheduling & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.rowe@oakridgemc.org, ext. 211 

Ministry Support Assistant, Tara Blake, tara.blake@oakridgemc.org, ext. 201 
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