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THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

 24 December 2025, 7:00 PM 
Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome all to today’s service.  

The Rev. Dr. Candine E. Johnson, Priest-in-Charge 
Cell: (856) 739-5343 Email: Candinejohnson@gmail.com 

William P. Fenimore III, Music Director · Organist 

Services: 
Sundays, 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

3rd Thursdays, (Jan. 15th) 1:00 PM Healing & Holy Eucharist 

ST. BART’S VESTRY 

WARDENS: Emma Waring & Rod Bennett 

TREASURER: Patrick Jjemba 

VESTRY: Class of 2026      Class of 2027       Class of 2028 

 Evelyn Biney      Sharon Eggleston      Catherine Clemons 
 Rod Bennett      Monica Mundy      Gail Powers 
        Tennyson Sobers      Jazz Tillman 

 

Today’s service is reprinted/streamed with permission under  
One License # M-736958 

All Rights Reserved.  
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 Welcome to St. Bartholomew’s! 
We’re so glad you’re here—whether it’s your first visit or your 
hundredth! 
If you’re new, please fill out a Connect Card (in the pews) and 
introduce yourself to Candine after the service. 
We look forward to getting to know you and sharing this journey 
of faith together. 

 
 Choir Rehearsals 

Love to sing? Speak to Bill Fenimore about our choir.  
Rehearsals are Sunday mornings promptly at 9:00 AM.  

 
 Healing Service 

Thursday, January 15th • 1:00 PM • Chapel 
A quiet, 30-minute service of laying on of hands and Holy 
Eucharist. 
Come as you are to seek renewal, peace, and spiritual healing. 

 
 Give with Ease 

Text SBEC + any amount to 73256 
or give online at onrealm.org/SBEC/Give. 
Your generosity supports our mission—thank you! 

 
 Watch & Worship Online 

Subscribe to @saintbartscherryhill on YouTube 
for live services, special events, and inspiring new videos. 
Stay connected and uplifted wherever you are! 

 
 Stay in Touch 
 office@stbarts-cherryhill.org 
 (856) 424-2229 

For after-hours pastoral emergencies, call 
Candine (856) 739-5343 

 Visit us anytime: www.stbarts-cherryhill.org 

 

http://www.stbarts-cherryhill.org/
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The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 

THE WORD OF GOD 

CAROL SING 

Hark! The herald angels sing ............................................ 87 Hymnal 

Go tell it on the mountain .................................................. 99 Hymnal 

O little town of Bethlehem ................................................. 79 Hymnal 

PRELUDE Greensleeves ................................................ Richard Purivs 

Please stand as you are able and join us in singing. 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN O come all ye faithful ..................... 83 Hymnal 

 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
1989 Route 70 East, Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 

Phone: (856) 424-2229      
Email: office@stbarts-cherryhill.org        

Web: www.stbarts-cherryhill.org 



Page 4   
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION ........................................................ BCP 355 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 

Amen.  

COLLECT FOR PURITY ............................................................ BCP 355 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

All 
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magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE Glory to God ....................................... S280 Hymnal 

Sung by all.  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY ..................................................... BCP 357 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

 O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with 
the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who 
have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may 
also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you 
and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in 
glory everlasting. Amen 
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Please be seated for the readings. 
THE LESSON:  .................................................................... Isaiah 9:2-7 
Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah.  

he people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness--on them light has 
shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased 

its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people 
exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as 
on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and 
all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon 
his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow 
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David 
and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will do this. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God.  

THE RESPONSE Psalm 96 ......................................... Cantate Domino 
The Psalm is read responsively by verse.  

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; * 
 sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 
2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 
 proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to 

day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations * 
 and his wonders among all peoples. 
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 
 he is more to be feared than all gods. 

T 
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5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
 but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
 Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 
7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 
 ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 
 bring offerings and come into his courts. 
9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
 let the whole earth tremble before him. 
10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! * 
 he has made the world so firm that it cannot be 

moved; 
 he will judge the peoples with equity." 
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
 let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
 let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
 before the Lord when he comes, * 
 when he comes to judge the earth. 
13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 
 and the peoples with his truth. 

THE EPISTLE ................................................................... Titus 2:11-14 
Reader A reading from the Letter to Titus.  

or the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 
training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in 
the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, 

and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation 
of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and 
purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

 

F 
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Reader  The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  

Please stand as you are able for the singing of the Sequence Hymn and reading of 
the Gospel.  
SEQUENCE HYMN The first Nowell  .................................... 109 Hymnal 
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THE GOSPEL ..................................................................... Luke 2:1-20 
Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to Luke.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

n those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 
the world should be registered. This was the first registration and 
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 

their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her 
to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were 
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said 

I 
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to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" When the angels 
had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they 
saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Please be seated for the sermon.  
SERMON .......................................... The Rev. Dr. Candine E. Johnson 

THE NICENE CREED ............................................................... BCP 358 
Please stand as you are able and join in saying the Nicene Creed.  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
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 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
The Intercessor and People pray responsively. 

Celebrant  My sisters and brothers in the peace of God, all the gifts 
we shall give and receive in these days are but small 
tokens of the gift that shines forth in God’s word made 
flesh this night. From grateful hearts, let us intercede for 
all who find themselves longing for this deepest, truest 
gift, saying: Lord, hear our prayer.   
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Intercessor That the peace proclaimed by angels in the shepherds’ 
field might be realized on every field of war and every 
street of violence, let us pray to the Lord.  

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor  That the child born to us might find in our hearts a warm 
welcome by our openness to the needs of the unhoused 
and the hungry, let us pray to the Lord.  

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

 Intercessor  That in this time of gift-giving we might become more 
responsive to the abandoned, the despairing, and the 
mourning, let us pray to the Lord. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer.  

Intercessor  That the rejoicing of this day might be a bond leading us 
to true communion of life and worship, let us pray to the 
Lord,  

People   Lord, hear our prayer.  

Intercessor That the joy and consolation of the Wonderful Counselor 
might enliven all who are struck down by disease and 
illness, especially Hariett, Mandisa, Christien, Wayne, 
Paul, Clive, Matt, Pamela, Khalif, Lisa, Peggy, Roddy, 
Christine, Jaime, Carol, Jim, Brady and all those on our 
long-term prayer list, let us pray to the Lord. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Intercessor That the blessed hope we celebrate this night might be the 
fulfillment of all who have gone before us in faith 
especially all those remembered by our flower 
memorials, let us pray to the Lord.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer.   

Celebrant  God of darkness and silence, you have pierced the quiet 
of this night by the utterance of your word in our flesh. 
May our words of praise and petition be strong echoes of 
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your Christmas word, so that all might come to the peace 
and promise in Jesus, who is Lord and God of this night 
and forever.     

People  Amen. 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN ..................................................... BCP 360 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
All  Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you  
  in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done,  
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life. Amen 

Please stand as you are able.  
THE PEACE ............................................................................ BCP 360 
Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE .......................................................... BCP 376 

OFFERTORY SOLO O holy night .................................................. Adam 

THE DOXOLOGY 380 V.3  ......................................................... Hymnal 
Sung by all.  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A ...... BCP 361 
Please stand as you are able.  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing always and 

everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

PROPER PREFACE ................................................................... BCP 361 
The Celebrant says the Proper preface.  

SANCTUS ........................................................................ S130 Hymnal 
Celebrant 
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
Sung by all. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION .................................................. BCP 362 
The people stand or kneel. Then the celebrant continues. 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil 
and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  

The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, 
and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life 
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in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER ............................................................. BCP 363 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are 

bold to say, 
All Our Father, who art in heaven,  
       hallowed be thy Name,  
      thy kingdom come, 
      thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those  
          who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
      and the power and the glory,  
      for ever and ever. Amen 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD .............................................. BCP 364 
Celebrant  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

All are invited to receive communion. 
Please let us know if you need gluten-free communion. 

If you are unable to come to the altar, 
let the usher know and we will bring communion to you. 
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COMMUNION SOLO The Virgin’s Slumber Song ................. Max Reger 

COMMUNION ANTHEM Rise up, shepherd and follow ............ Spiritual 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER ............................................ BCP 365 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
Said by all in unison 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The ushers will begin lighting your candles. Please carefully light the candle of 
the person next to you.  

PRAYER FOR PEACE 
Please join in saying: 
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is 
eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your 
humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely 
trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any 
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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The church lights will be turned off during the Post-Communion Hymn.  At the 
end of the hymn, kindly extinguish your candle with care. 

POST COMMUNION HYMN Silent night .............................. 111 Hymnal 

Kindly extinguish your candles. 

THE BLESSING ....................................................................... BCP 366 
The Celebrant blesses the people.  
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Please stand and join in singing. 
RECESSIONAL  HYMN Joy to the world ............................. 100 Hymnal 

 
 



Page 20   
 

THE DISMISSAL ...................................................................... BCP 339 

Deacon We have just received the body of Christ. Now let us 
be the body of Christ as we go forth to love and serve 
the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Carol Rhapsody .......................................... Richard Purvis 

 

Prayer List 
Those with immediate needs: Hariett, Mandisa, Christien, Wayne, 
Paul, Clive, Matt, Pamela, Khalif, Lisa, Peggy, Roddy, Christine, 
Jaime, Carol, Jim, Brady 
Those with long term needs: Joe, Carmella, Grace, John, Robert, 
Travis, Aimee, Jennifer, Jane, Carmen, Olivia, Laura, Morgia, 
Thelma, Elly, Stanley, those affected by the wars in the Middle East, 
the Sudan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Myanmar, the Philippines, Georgia, 
Armenia, China, Latin America and our troops at home and abroad.   
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THANK YOU FOR SERVING TODAY 

Celebrant 
Co-Celebrant 

The Rev. Dr. Candine E. Johnson 
The Rev. Dr. E. Roland Clemons 

Deacon The Rev. Dcn. Art Knight 
Music Director · 
Organist 

William P. Fenimore III 

Soloist Kathleen Bandaruk 
Choir Bruce Barker, Valerie Barker, 

Catherine Clemons, Sharon Eggleston, 
Linda Horneff, Patrick Jjemba, Sarah 
Johnson, Elijah Mansaray, Monica 
Mundy, Emma Waring 

Usher Francess Bowen-Metzger 
Rod Bennett 
Valentina Steele 
Betsy Murphy 

Thurifer Paige Douglas 
Acolyte Patrick Trainor 
Chalice Paige Douglas 
Old Testament Reader  
&Psalmist 

 
Francess Bowen-Metzger  

New Testament Reader Sharon Eggleston 
Video Team Ricky Rahming, The Rev. Dcn. Art 

Knight, Carolyn Gage, Lillie Kumar 
Altar Guild Gail Powers, Arlene Adams, Sidney 

Bacon, Christine Haliburton, Candi 
London 

Flower Guild Arlene Adams, Edie Bennett, Catherine 
Clemons, Laura DeRose, Lillie Kumar, 
Emma Waring 

Fellowship Jean Astmann, Tennyson Sobers, Laura 
DeRose, Emma Waring 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. BART’S 

Sunday, December 21 
4th Sunday of Advent 

9:00 am New Hope Church 
9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
3:00 pm Grace Community Church 

 
Monday, December 22 
Thomas the Apostle 

 
12:00 pm (Noon) AA – Primary Purpose 
7:30 NA 

 
Tuesday, December 23 
Tuesday of Advent 4 

 
10:00 am Overeaters Anonymous 
12:00 pm (Noon) AA – Primary Purpose 
7:30 pm Scouting 

 
Wednesday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 

 
12:00 pm (Noon) AA – Primary Purpose 
7:00 pm Christmas Eve Holy 
Eucharist 
 

 
Thursday, December 25 
Christmas Day 

 
10:00 am Christmas Holy 
Eucharist 
Office Closed 
12:00 pm (Noon) AA – Primary Purpose 
6:30 pm AA 
 

 
Friday, December 26 
Saint Stephen 

Office Closed 
Altar & Flower Guild 
12:00 pm (Noon) AA – Primary Purpose 

 
Saturday, December 27 
Saint John 

 

 
Sunday, December 28 
1st Sunday after Christmas 
 

 
9:00 am New Hope Church 
9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
3:00 pm Grace Community Church 
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