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ACTS 4:23-31

They begin by remembering who God is: 
their Sovereign Lord. 

Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the 
earth rise up and the rulers band together against the LORD and against His 
anointed, saying, “Let us break their chains and throw off their shackles.” 
The One enthroned in Heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. 

PSALM 2:1-4 NIV

Worldly powers conspire and plot, but God sits 
on His throne and laughs at the futility of their 
efforts. 

While we can only watch history unfold and 
wonder how it will all play out, God knows exactly 
how it will play out because He’s working it out 
according to His will.

They don’t pray for protection or provision. 
They pray for boldness to join Him in the 
redemptive work He’s doing.

Jesus came to break us out of slavery so that 
we might join Him in being ambassadors of the 
Kingdom of God to a world that is at war. So don’t 
be surprised when the empire strikes back. 
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This Study Guide is designed to help you apply Sunday’s 
message. Join a Life Group and do this study together!

My notes from Sunday’s message continued...

1.  The message opened with the idea of wanting a “warp zone” to 
skip hard things in life. If you could skip a difficult or frustrating 
situation in life, what would it be, and why?

2.  This week’s message was Spirit-Saturated Prayers. Let’s read Acts 
4:23–31. Was there something that stood out to you or that God 
seemed to bring to your attention?

3.  The disciples began their prayer by recognizing God’s sovereignty 
before bringing their request. Let’s read Psalm 46:1–11. What do you 
notice about the connection between trusting God’s control and 
facing difficult situations?

4.  The message emphasized that God is not absent when hardship 
comes, but often works through it. Let’s read Romans 8:35–39. 
What does this passage show us about God’s heart and His 
faithfulness when we face opposition, suffering, or uncertainty? 
How might this shape the way we think about trials as Followers 
of Jesus?

5.  The disciples did not pray for escape or comfort — they prayed for 
boldness to join God in what He was doing. Let’s read another 
example in 2 Timothy 1:7–8. Boldness often feels beyond us. Is there 
an area of your life where fear, insecurity, or uncertainty makes 
bold faith difficult?

6.  The message challenges us to move from comfort-centered 
prayers to Spirit-saturated prayers. What would it look like for you 
to pray for boldness this week in a specific area of your life? What 
step could you take in that direction?

7.  The disciples brought their fears and struggles to God and asked 
for courage. Where do you need God’s strength right now? How 
can we pray for you?

For group discussion the week of May 31
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Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the 
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anointed, saying, “Let us break their chains and throw off their shackles.” 
The One enthroned in Heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. 
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Worldly powers conspire and plot, but God sits 
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efforts. 

While we can only watch history unfold and 
wonder how it will all play out, God knows exactly 
how it will play out because He’s working it out 
according to His will.

They don’t pray for protection or provision. 
They pray for boldness to join Him in the 
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Next Week:
If God Is With Us


