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Welcome! 
    MASS SCHEDULE 
  Weekday Mass 
   Tuesday, Thursday, Friday | 7:00am 
   Wednesday | 12:00pm 
 
  Weekend Mass 
   Saturday | Vigil 5:00pm 
   Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am 
 
  Confessions 
   After any Mass, by Appointment, or on the    
  Third Thursday of the Month at 6:30pm 
 
 

STAFF DIRECTORY 
 
PASTOR:  Rev. Fr . Clive Otieno x113 -                  
fr.clive@st-irene.org 
 

DEACONS:   
Brad Hentz x130 - brad_hentz@yahoo.com 
Joe Urso x130 - joe@st-irene.org 
 

PARISH LIFE AND LITURGY  
COORDINATOR:       
Pamela Keating x120 - pamela@st-irene.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC:  
Ellen Coman x123 - ellen@st-irene.org 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER:   
Fred Schlick x114 - businessmanager@st-irene.org 
 

OFFICE MANAGER (Habla español):   
Yvonne Aranda x119 - yvonne@st-irene.org 
 

ADMIN. ASSISTANT:  Pat Jackowiak x110 -         
parishoffice@st-irene.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION AND  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  
Craig Mazur x122 craig@st-irene.org 
 

RE ADMIN. ASSISTANT AND PARISH  
REGISTRAR:  
Julie Duquette x116 - julie@st-irene.org 
 

MAINTENANCE:  
Jose Gomez - call Parish Office 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!   
Call the Parish Office or register on-line on our website. 

BAPTISMS: For  information, call Craig Mazur  x122. 
MARRIAGES: Call the Par ish Office at least 6 months in advance. 
SICK CALLS: Call the Par ish Office. 
RECONCILIATION: After  any Mass, by Appointment, or  on the Third  
Thursday of the Month at 6:30pm 
FUNERALS: The Pastoral Staff works with families to plan the Funeral Mass, 
call the Parish Office. 
CRISIS PRAYER CHAIN: Contact Deacon Joe Urso at 630-853-2070 or at 
joe.urso@outlook.com. 



 2 Prayer & Worship 

   MASS INTENTIONS 
 
   Saturday, August 5, 5PM    Thursday, August 10, 7AM  
   †Beatrice Stoga / Judi Lovelace  †William Baker / Family 
   †Sue Cirock / Judi Lovelace 
 
   Sunday, August 6, 8AM    Friday, August 11, 7AM  
   St. Irene Parish Family       †St. Irene Parish Family 
   †Dyran Cyrus / Chuck & Debbie Ingram  
 
   Sunday, August 6, 10AM    Saturday, August 12, 5PM  
   †Peggy Meale / Yvonne   †Carl Staub Sr./Carl & Alexandra 
         †Phil Palczynski/ Chuck & Debbie Ingram 
 
   Tuesday, August 8, 7AM    Sunday, August 13, 8AM  
   †Anita Masters / Family   St. Irene Parish Family 
      †Irene Rudik Costisick / Family 
 
   Wednesday, August 9, 12PM   Sunday, August 13, 10AM   
   †Connie Mazur / Fr. Jim Antiporek  †St. Irene Parish Family 
          
            

   Contact the Parish Office for submitting Mass intentions.  
† = Deceased 

   HEAVENLY FATHER, WE PRAY FOR… 
 
   Rebecca Aranda  Pat Wehner   Ann Mulcahy 
   Ann Lynch   Mary Hafertepe   Jim Lytle  
   Patti (Conley) Kras  Jean Roe   Dcn. Bob True  
   Fr. Don McLaughlin  Mary Ann True   Gloria Kilboy 
   Gina LaRocco Goddard Augie Juricic, Jr.   Augie Juricic, III        
   Terri Juricic   Katie Kennedy   Ken Di Iulio  
   Connie Dyas   Rachel Jarasius   Dan Sorenson 
   Chuck Detwiler  Marco Inserro 
 
   **Names will remain on the list for 3 months; please notify the parish office to add or  
       remove names.  

    
WEEKLY READINGS 

   
    Monday: Nm 11:4b-15/ 
   Ps 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17/ 
   Mt 14:13-21 
 
   Tuesday: Nm 12:1-13/ 
   Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 6cd-7,  
   12-13/Mt 14:22-36 or  
   15:1-2, 10-14 
 
   Wednesday: Nm 13:1-2,  
   25-14:1, 26-29a, 34-35/ 
   Ps 106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-22,  
   23/Mt 15:21-28 
 
   Thursday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/ 
   Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9/ 
   Jn 12:24-26 
 
   Friday: Dt 4:32-40/ 
   Ps 77:12-13, 14-15, 16 and     
   21/Mt 16:24-28 
 
   Saturday: Dt 6:4-13/ 
   Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 47 and 51/ 
   Mt 17:14-20 
 
   Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a,  
   11-13a/Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12,  
   13-14 (8)/Rom 9:1-5/ 
   Mt 14:22-33 

 

Condolences to the Family of  

Helen Zenner 
Entered eternal life  

on July 19, 2023 
 

Funeral, Saturday, August 19 at 10:00am at St. Irene 

Condolences to the Families of  

Harriett DeVillers Mother of Dianne Urso 
Entered eternal life on July 24, 2023 

 

Kenneth Garhan  Father of Dan Garhan 
Entered eternal life on July 25, 2023 



 
 3   From the Pastor 

The feast of the transfiguration of Jesus is a mystery of human despair to eternal hope. 
Some of us may have read the article that the USCCB published sometime back. As part 
of faith formation, it is a great read to remind us of what the Church teaches about the 
proper disposition of human remains. We look forward with hope to the day of  
resurrection when our own mortal bodies will be transformed into the illumined perfect 
image of God’s own Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Happy Feast Day! ~ Fr. Clive 

ON THE PROPER DISPOSITION OF BODILY REMAINS 
Committee on Doctrine 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
 

"But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asl eep. For since d eath came 
through a human being, the resurrection of the dead came also through a human being .  For just as in Ad am all die, so too n 
Christ shall all be brought to life" ( Cor 5:20-22). Enlightened by this Easter faith in the resurrection of the dead, the 
Church has always taught that we must respect the bodies of the deceased. Every human being has been created "in the 
image of God" (Gn 1:26-27) and has an inherent dignity and worth. Human bodiliness is an essential aspect of this 
"image and likeness," for through the body the human person's spiritual nature manifests itself. 

Since every man and woman is a unity of body and soul, respect for the person necessarily includes respect for the body. 
Being a unity of body and soul, humanity concentrates in its physical dimension the elements of the material 

world, which reach their peak in the human and raise their voice in free praise of the creator. Women and men 
may not therefore despise their bodily life, but on the contrary are bound to consider the body, created by God and 
to be raised on the last day, as good and worthy of honour. 1 

 
The body is not something that is used temporarily by the soul as a tool and that can ultimately be discarded as no longer 
useful. Jesus Christ has promised that one day, at the Final Resurrection, the souls of the dead will be reunited with their 
bodies. Jesus himself did not leave behind his body in the tomb, but rather rose from the dead "with his own body"2 in a 
glorified state and then ascended into heaven in that body. He is seated even now at the right hand of the Father in his 
glorified body and will return again in that body at the end of time. 

 
PROPER DISPOSITION:  BURIAL AND CREMATION 

Burial is considered by the Church to be the most appropriate way of manifesting reverence and respect for the body of the 
deceased because it "honors the children of God, who are temples of the Holy Spirit"3 and clearly expresses our faith and 
hope in the resurrection of the body. As for cremation, the Church permits the practice "unless it was chosen for reasons 
contrary to Christian doctrine." 4 The preferred method for honoring the remains of the dead, however, remains burial of the 
human body: "The Church earnestly recommends that the pious custom of burying the bodies of the deceased be       
observed."5 Accompanying the body itself to the place of its rest reaffirms in the hearts and minds of believers the faith of 
the Church that it is this body that will rise. 
In recent years, newer methods and technologies for disposition of the bodies of the deceased have been developed and 
presented as alternatives to both traditional burial and cremation. A number of these newer methods and technologies pose 
serious problems in that they fail to manifest the respect for last remains that Catholic faith requires. The basic principles 
necessary for evaluating these methods can be found in the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith's Instruction     
regarding the Burial of the Deceased and the Conservation of the Ashes in the Case of Cremation (Ad resurgendum cum 
Christo). 6 
In this Instruction, the Congregation reiterates the Church's preference for burial of the human body:   "In memory  of 
the  death, burial  and resurrection  of the Lord, the mystery  that illumines the Christian meaning of death, burial is above 
all the most fitting way to express faith and hope in the resurrection of the body" (no. 3). While noting that the Church 
prefers burial because it "shows a greater esteem towards the deceased," the Congregation explains that there is nothing 
about the practice of cremation in itself that conflicts with Church teaching about the immortality of the soul or the      
resurrection of the body (no. 4). Of particular importance, however, is the manner in which the cremated remains, i.e., the 
ashes, are treated. 

  The basic requirement for showing proper respect to the ashes of the deceased is that they "be laid to rest in a sacred 
place" (no. 5).7 They may not be kept permanently at home 8 or divided among various family members (no. 6). They 
may not be scattered "in the air, on land, at sea or in some other way" (no. 7). They may not be carried around    
encased in  jewelry or other mementos (no. 7). They must be put in a sacred place, usually a cemetery, though it 
could possibly be a church or some other area that has been "set aside for this purpose, and so dedicated by the 
competent ecclesial authority" (no. 5).9 Such a placement shows our respect for the last remains of the deceased and 
manifests our Christian hope in the resurrection of the body.                                  (CONTINUED ON PAGE 5…) 



 4 Faith Formation 



 5 Faith Formation 

 

Part of the respect that we owe to the dead is to preserve their memory in the Church and to pray for them.  The        
Congregation explains that from the very beginning of the Church 

Christians have desired that the faithful departed become the objects of the Christian community's prayers and   
remembrance. Their tombs have become places of prayer, remembrance and reflection. The faithful departed   
remain part of the Church who believes "in the communion of all the faithful of Christ, those who are pilgrims 
on earth, the dead who are being purified, and the blessed in heaven, all together forming one Church." (no. 5) 

 
The relationship between the living and the dead is not a purely private matter, but rather involves the entire Christian 

community (no. 3). Reserving the ashes in a sacred place ensures that those who have died will not be deprived of the 
prayers and remembrance of their families and of the Christian community as a whole (no. 5). The Church earnestly 
recommends visits to cemeteries to pray for the dead, which is one of the spiritual works of mercy. 10 

 
ALKALINE HYDROLYSIS AND HUMAN COMPOSTING 

The guidance offered by the Congregation regarding burial and cremation reflects the Church's overarching concern that 
due respect be shown to the bodily remains of the deceased in a way that gives visible witness to our faith and hope in 
the resurrection of the body. Unfortunately, the two most prominent newer methods for disposition of bodily remains that 
are proposed as alternatives to burial and cremation, alkaline hydrolysis and human composting, fail to meet this criterion. 
Not unlike cremation, both techniques work by dramatically accelerating the process of decomposition of the human 
body. In alkaline hydrolysis, the body is placed in a metal tank containing about 100 gallons of a chemical mixture of 
water and alkali and then subjected to both high temperature and high pressure in order to speed decomposition. In a 
matter of hours, the body is dissolved, except for some bone material. In human composting, the body is laid in a metal bin 
and surrounded by plant material (such as alfalfa, wood chips, straw, etc.) that fosters the growth of microbes and   
bacteria to break down the body. Heat and oxygen are added to accelerate the decomposition process.  After about a month 
the body is entirely decomposed into soil. 

The major difference between these newer practices and cremation is found in what is left over at the conclusion of the 
process. After the cremation process, all the human remains are gathered together and reserved for disposition. The bone 
fragments, reduced to powder, can be placed in an urn and interred in a sacred place. After the alkaline hydrolysis process, 
there are also remnants of the bones that can be pulverized and placed in an um. That is not all that remains, however. In 
addition, there are the 100 gallons of brown liquid into which the greater part of the body has been dissolved. This liquid 
is treated as wastewater and poured down the drain into the sewer system (in certain cases it is treated as fertilizer and 
spread over a field or forest). This procedure does not show adequate respect for the human body, nor express hope in 
the resurrection. 
The end result of the human composting process is also disconcerting, for there is nothing left but compost, nothing that 
one can point to and identify as remains of the body. The body and the plant material have all decomposed together to yield 
a single mass of compost. What is left is approximately a cubic yard of compost that one is invited to spread on a lawn or 
in a garden or in some wilderness location. Like alkaline hydrolysis, human composting is not sufficiently respectful of 
the human body. In fact, the body is completely disintegrated. There is nothing distinguishably left of the body to be 
placed in a casket or an um and laid to rest in a sacred place where Christian faithful can visit for prayer and remembrance. 
 

CONCLUSION 
Human beings are not pure spirits like the angels. We share in the physicality of the material order. We are both body 
and soul. God's promise is not that the righteous will leave behind their bodies to attain blessedness, but rather that they 
will be resurrected in their bodies and share in the glorification of the resurrected Christ.  the Spirit of the one who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also, 
through his Spirit that dwells in you" (Rom 8:11). We will not attain our ultimate destiny separated from the material 
order, but in our complete humanity, which includes our bodiliness. We are therefore obliged to respect our bodily    
existence throughout our lives and to respect the bodies of the deceased when their earthly lives have come to an end. 
The way that we treat the bodies of our beloved dead must always bear witness to our faith in and our hope for what God 
has promised us. 

We shall not all fall asleep, but we will all be changed, in an instant, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet. For 
the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For that which is      
corruptible must cloth itself with incorruptibility, and that which is mortal must clothe itself with immortality.      
(I Cor 15:51-53) 
 
 
FOR FULL ARTICLE GO TO  - https://www.usccb.org/resources/proper-disposition-bodily-remains 

(...CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3)  



 6 Stewardship & Parish Community 

 

Friedrich - Jones 
Funeral Homes & Cremation Services 

 
44 S. Mill Street - Naperville 

15219 S. Joliet Rd - Plainfield 
www.friedrichjones.com 

 
*** Each week, we will be featuring one of our  

bulletin sponsors. We thank them for their support. 

Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal  
(CMAA) Update Through July 30, 2023 

Thank you for your support. Please contact the Diocesan  
Development Office with any questions you may have about 

your pledge at 815-838-8515. 

CAR DONATION NEEDED 
 

Do you have a vehicle that you may wish to donate to a 
family in the St. Irene/St. Tim’s Transitional Housing 
Program? Our newest family has spent considerable  
expense trying to keep her vehicle running. She has a 
good job and three children. Reliable transportation is 
critical to her family and financial growth. She is paying 
off old debts, establishing a budget and moving forward. 
The next step is to try to find a reliable vehicle. Any  
donation would actually go to Bridge Communities a 501 
(c)(3) non-profit organization and then the vehicle would 
go to our family.  

If you have any questions about 
this possibility please contact 

Bob LaDeur at 
rladeur@hotmail.com or  

630-918-5121. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Maggie Zeleny and Mark Jarosz 

Married on August 5, 2023 



 

7 Upcoming Events 
 

   August 12-13 | All Masses 
  Birthday and Anniversary Mass: Do you  
   have a birthday or anniversary coming up  
   in August?  Fr. Clive will give a blessing at  
   these weekend Masses. Contact the Parish  
   Office and indicate which Mass you will attend. 

   September 15 | 1:00pm 
   Annual Golf Outing: St. Irene, be a par t of a 
   great tradition! Contact Bob LaDeur at 630-918- 
   5121 or rladeur@hotmail.com. 

   November 4 | 9:00am - 3:00pm 
   Heavenly Handmade Craft Fair: St. Irene   
   Women of Faith will host a craft fair. Contact  
   Loraine Nemo at lorainequilts@yahoo.com. 

   September 23  | 9:00am 
   9th Annual Hustle Up The Hill: We have  
   added a 1K flat route walk this year for those  
   looking for a lower impact option.  Contact Bob  
   LaDeur at rladeur@hotmail.com. 

   October 14 | 12:00pm 
   Fatima Public Rosary Prayer Rally: Once  
   again St. Irene and St. Thomas will be joining  
   prayer chains across the country. Contact  
   Jeannette Clark at 630-292-9349. 

 

Clothing Drive and  
Small Household Items  

for the St. Vincent DePaul Society  
August 12-13 in church parking lot 

   September 9-10 & 16-17 | All Masses 
   Bread Tag and Key Collection: The Knights  
   of Columbus are collecting unused keys and  
   bread tags for SCARCE. Contact Joe Kubal at  
   jdrk4715@aol.com for more information. 

   September 16-17 & 23-24 | All Masses 
   Shoe Drive: The Knights of Columbus are  
   collecting gently used shoes for “Share Your  
   Soles” charity. Contact Joe Kubal at  
   jdrk4715@aol.com for more information. 



 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Larry Steiner
 

lsteiner@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2102
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