
  

St. Irene 
Catholic Parish 

 
July 
16 
2023 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmMeIs6ydHjTJD98ZZb_VcA  

parishoffice@st-irene.org 

28W441 Warrenville Rd., Warrenville, IL  60555 

Summer Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-12:00pm 

www.st-irene.org 

630-393-2400 

https://st-irene.churchgiving.com 

www.facebook.com/StIreneChurch 

Welcome! 
    MASS SCHEDULE 
  Weekday Mass 
    Tuesday, Thursday, Friday | 7:00am 
   Wednesday | 12:00pm 
 
  Weekend Mass 
   Saturday | Vigil 5:00pm 
   Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am 
 
  Confessions 
   After any Mass, by Appointment, or on the    
  Third Thursday of the Month at 6:30pm 
 
 

STAFF DIRECTORY 
 
PASTOR:  Rev. Fr . Clive Otieno x113 -                  
fr.clive@st-irene.org 
 

DEACONS:   
Brad Hentz x130 - brad_hentz@yahoo.com 
Joe Urso x130 - joe@st-irene.org 
 

PARISH LIFE AND LITURGY  
COORDINATOR:       
Pamela Keating x120 - pamela@st-irene.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC:  
Ellen Coman x123 - ellen@st-irene.org 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER:   
Fred Schlick x114 - businessmanager@st-irene.org 
 

OFFICE MANAGER (Habla español):   
Yvonne Aranda x119 - yvonne@st-irene.org 
 

ADMIN. ASSISTANT:  Pat Jackowiak x110 -         
parishoffice@st-irene.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION AND  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  
Craig Mazur x122 craig@st-irene.org 
 

RE ADMIN. ASSISTANT AND PARISH  
REGISTRAR:  
Julie Duquette x116 - julie@st-irene.org 
 

MAINTENANCE:  
Jose Gomez - call Parish Office 



 2 Prayer & Worship 

   MASS INTENTIONS 
 
   Saturday, July 15, 5PM    Thursday, July 20, 7AM  
   †Richard Havemann / Joyce Havemann Special Intention / Parishioner 
   †Anita Masters / Family 
 
   Sunday, July 16, 8AM    Friday, July 21, 7AM    
   St. Irene Parish Family       Sr. Mary Potthast / Pat 
      
 
   Sunday, July 16, 10AM    Saturday, July 22, 5PM  
   Fr. Juan for Best Wishes / Aranda Family †Craig Farmer / Joy Farmer 
   †Shirley Donnellan / Mary Donnellan  †Bob Farmer / Family 
 
   Tuesday, July 18, 9AM    Sunday, July 23, 8AM  
   †William Baker / Family   St. Irene Parish Family 
      †Jack Radicker / Family 
 
   Wednesday, July 19, 12PM         Sunday, July 23, 10AM   
   †Gladys Aranda / Family   †Matt Palys / Berning & Siele Families 
         †Florence Chambers / St. Irene Family 
            

   Contact the Parish Office for submitting Mass intentions.  
†= Deceased 

   HEAVENLY FATHER, WE PRAY FOR… 
 
   Rebecca Aranda  Pat Wehner   Ann Mulcahy 
   Ann Lynch   Mary Hafertepe   Jim Lytle  
   Patti (Conley) Kras  Jean Roe   Dcn. Bob True  
   Fr. Don McLaughlin  Mary Ann True   Gloria Kilboy 
   Gina LaRocco Goddard Augie Juricic, Jr.   Augie Juricic, III        
   Terri Juricic   Katie Kennedy   Ken Di Iulio  
   Connie Dyas   Rachel Jarasius   Dan Sorenson 
    
 
   **Names will remain on the list for 3 months; please notify the parish office to add or  
       remove names.  

   OBSERVANCES for the Week of July 16 
 
Sunday: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Tuesday: St. Camillus de Lellis, Pr iest 
Thursday: St. Apollinar is, Bishop and Mar tyr  
Friday: St. Lawrence of Br indisi, Pr iest and Doctor      
             of the Church 
Saturday: St. Mary Magdalene 
Sunday: 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

    
WEEKLY READINGS 

   
   Monday: Ex 1:8-14, 22/ 
   Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8/ 
   Mt 10:34—11:1 
    
   Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a/ 
   Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34/ 
   Mt 11:20-24 
 
   Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6, 9-12/ 
   Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 6-7/ 
   Mt 11:25-27 
 
   Thursday: Ex 3:13-20/ 
   Ps 105:1 and 5, 8-9, 24-25,  
   26-27/Mt 11:28-30 
 
   Friday: Ex 11:10—12:14/ 
   Ps 116:12-13, 15 and 16bc,  
   17-18/Mt 12:1-8 
 
   Saturday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2  
   Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4,  
   5-6, 8-9/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
 
   Sunday: Wis 12:13, 16-19/ 
   Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 (5a)/ 
   Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or  
   13:24-30 

 

Condolences to the Family of  

Florence Chambers 
Wife of Deacon Frank Chambers 

 
Entered eternal life  

on June 25, 2023 



 

GOSPEL MEDITATION -  
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

 
It’s not uncommon to hear people complain that we Catholics often fail in communicating 
our faith. Fair enough. We can and should improve there. But it’s interesting to notice that 
Jesus himself was implicitly accused by his disciples of a similar failure. This week in  
Matthew’s gospel they are perplexed that he speaks to the crowds in ambiguous parables. 
The Lord’s riddles leave many people more confused than before. He responds by pointing 
out that his parables have an intentional dual purpose: to hide (for some) and to reveal (for 
others) his Gospel: “Because knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven has 
been granted to you, but to them it has not been granted” (Matthew 13:11). Is Jesus being 
unnecessarily difficult, obscurantist, or, worse, elitist? 
 

No. We have to remember that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge lie hidden in him (c.f., Col. 2:3). He is the 
word of God from heaven to be planted in the earth of our humanity to bear great fruit. However, like a lover  
delicately pursuing his beloved, we’re dealing with a relationship, not new data. When we aren’t willing to personally 
accept Jesus into our lives, the “info” of the Gospel will simply not make sense to us. It’ll seem bizarre, esoteric, or 
like incoherent religious-speak. But when we are willing to accept Jesus into our lives, everything else starts to make 
sense. When others don’t understand the Church or the Lord, let’s be patient. Love is patient. Sometimes it has to hide 
before it is revealed.— Father John Muir     ©LPi 

 

3   From the Pastor 

 
This is also a quality that makes me a poor  
evangelist to people who do not share my beliefs. 
How many times have I encountered a friend or 
loved one who left the faith, and I tried to coax 
them back by hurling Catechism passages in their 
direction, offering advice they never asked for 
and are ill-equipped to understand? I sow these 
seeds of witness and bang my fists in frustration 
that they rot where I plant them, never realizing 
that it’s all about the soil. 
 
It is Christ, and Christ alone, who works within 
the heart. It is Christ who is the sower of the 
seed, not me. When I leave him out of the  
equation, when I fail to offer the Person and  
instead only offer the teaching, I can anticipate 
that any witness I have to offer will rot where it is 
planted just as sure as a tulip bulb in a bed of 
clay. 
 
“...my word shall not return to me void, but shall 
do my will, achieving the end for which I sent it.” 
— Isaiah 55:11 

Soil Conditions 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman  
 
I am a hopeless gardener. I never met a plant I 
couldn’t swiftly kill with good intentions and 
poor understanding of soil conditions. 
 
Because really, it’s all about the soil conditions 
— at least, that’s what Google tells me when I 
helplessly search phrases like “Why aren’t any 
of my seeds sprouting? Please, I tried so hard.” 
I can never seem to match the right type of soil 
offering the right type of drainage and texture 
with the right plant. I can’t understand why it’s 
not enough to bury the seed in whatever ground 
is available, sprinkle some water and ask it, 
very nicely, to grow. 



 4 Parish Community 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!   
Call the Parish Office or register on-line on our website. 

 

BAPTISMS: For  information, call Craig Mazur  on x122. 
MARRIAGES: Call the Par ish Office to ar range preparation at least 6 months in advance. 

SICK CALLS: Call the Par ish Office. 
RECONCILIATION: After  any Mass, by Appointment, or  on the Third Thursday of the Month at 6:30pm 

FUNERALS: The Pastoral Staff works with families to plan the Funeral Mass, call the Par ish Office. 
CRISIS PRAYER CHAIN: Contact Deacon Joe Urso at 630-853-2070 or at joe.urso@outlook.com. 

Our New Parish Families: 
Joseph & Anna Cosentino 

Daniel & Virginia Humann 
Sandra Mendez 

Norman & Kimberly Meske 
Raul Alvarez Solis 

November 4th 

Congratulations!!! 
Ainsley Callaghan and Katie Kostner  

Recipients of the Knights of Columbus High School Scholarship  
in honor of Deacon Bill Murphy (2020) who served our parish as deacon for several years and 

in honor of Glen Kussman (2021) who served as Grand Knight.    

BEST WISHES! 



Bishop Hicks’ Column 
July 2023 
A month to refresh and recharge 

 

RECENTLY, I VISITED A 
PARISH IN OUR DIOCESE. 
Immediately after the Mass, I 
was delighted to begin the 
“meet and greet” in the 
narthex. Per usual, the topics 
of conversation were widely 
varied. I was struck, 
however, by a comment 
made by one of the 

parishioners. Seemingly out of nowhere, she exhorted 
me: “Bishop, we are all in need of the month of July!” I 
think she read the polite—yet confused—look on my 
face, as she explained, “Life gets so busy and crazy. It 
seems that July is the only month to slow down, enjoy 
the warm weather and just chill out!” Nodding with 
affirmation, I smiled and chuckled as I replied to her, “I 
think you are right. We all need a little summer in our 
lives.” With that, a huge smile appeared on her face as 
she raised her hand to give me an enthusiastic high five. 
 
Truth be told, I love the month of July. I have great 
childhood memories of mid-summer, specifically about 
Independence Day. Each year on the Fourth of July, my 
grandma would host an all-day family gathering at her 
house in Blue Island, Illinois. My uncles would fire up the 
large, charcoal grills around 7 a.m. After cooking many 
pounds of bacon, the eggs then were fried in the drippings. 
But this annual ritual divided the family down the middle—
there were about half of us (including me) who viewed this 
breakfast as one of the greatest culinary delights of the 
year. The other half would not permit the grill masters to 
touch their plates, opting instead for kitchen-made eggs 
and pancakes with some coffee cake and fruit. 
 
After this grand breakfast, the day would be filled with 
music, conversation, volleyball, croquet, a beanbag toss, 
and—for some—a walk to Western Avenue to watch the 
Fourth of July parade. The day concluded by sitting on 
lawn chairs and blankets as we watched the fireworks 
from the local high school as we passed around bug 
repellant to keep the mosquitoes away. 
 
To this day, I still cherish those family memories of the 
Fourth of July at my grandma’s. Instead of work, study, or 
chores, it was a day to truly disconnect from the 
obligations of life and simply enjoy a full day of food, fun, 
family, and friends. And like most of us, I relished a break 
from work and school. 

 
As we enter fully into this month of July, maybe it is not only 
time to refresh and recharge our lives with some good food, 
fun, family and friends. Perhaps summertime also is our 
opportunity to refresh and recharge our spiritual lives. 
 
One way to revive ourselves is to immerse ourselves in 
God’s creation. In contrast to those gray periods of winter, 
the sun now shines brightly as our days are longer between 
sunrise and sunset. The flowers are blooming with vivid 
colors and the canopy of full trees offer coolness and 
shade. We can open our windows and listen to birds chirp 
as we bite into garden-fresh tomatoes, peppers, cherries, 
and watermelon. It is also a time to notice our neighbors, as 
many people enjoy a morning or evening walk and children 
ride bikes around the neighborhood. 
 
How will you refresh and recharge this summer? Perhaps it is 
the promise of a long-awaited family vacation to a nearby 
campsite, lake, or amusement park. Or maybe you’ll take a 
trip to sightsee or visit family and friends afar. During your 
travels, consider stopping at a shrine or spirituality center 
along the way. 
 
For others, a “staycation” sounds heavenly. Maybe July will 
provide you the time to leisurely read a recommended book, 
clean out the garage, play a board or card game, walk the 
dog a little longer, or leisurely lay in a hammock or favorite 
lawn chair and just stare up at the trees or the stars. 
 
On the spiritual level, if you find yourself traveling away 
from home this summer, please do not take a vacation from 
attending Mass. Instead of looking at it as a way to merely 
fulfill an obligation, remember that you’re participating in 
and receiving the greatest gift that God has given to us—
Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist. Attending a different 
Catholic church also can invigorate us while we experience 
new congregations, listen to different homilists, and 
worship with other choirs and musicians. 
 
As Catholics, we are reminded that while we embrace the 
downtime of summer, there is no need to take a break from 
God! In fact, it’s a wonderful time to invite Jesus Christ into 
your summer experience. For like I was told in the narthex 
after Mass, we need the month of July! This is the perfect 
month to refresh and recharge our spiritual lives. 
 
May you have a happy summer and may God bless and 
protect you always. 



 5 Faith Formation 



 6 Stewardship & Liturgical Life 

Stewardship of Treasure 
Week of June 26 - July 2 

(Includes on-line contributions) 
Sunday  

Offertory 
Building/Maintenance 

Fund 

$ 12,733.62 $ 2,117.00 

 

Phoenix - Auto Body Inc. 
Collision Repair Professionals 

28W224 Warrenville Rd. 
Jeff Carstens: Owner 

630-393-0500 
 
 

*** Each week, we will be featuring one of our  
bulletin sponsors. We thank them for their support. 

Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal  
(CMAA) Update Through July 9, 2023 

Thank you for your support. Please contact the Diocesan  
Development Office with any questions you may have about 

your pledge at 815-838-8515. 

 

Peter’s Pence 
Collection 

Thank you for your  
generous support of 

$1,183. 
 

For more information 
or to donate, scan the 

QR code  
or go to: https://

www.givecentral.org/appeals-
form-registration/

acp647d736c35252/user/guest  

Stewardship of Treasure 
Week of July 3 - July 9 

(Includes on-line contributions) 
Sunday  

Offertory 
Building/Maintenance 

Fund 

$ 10,294.00 $ 417.00 



 

7 Upcoming Events 
 

   September 15 | 1:00pm 
   Annual Golf Outing: St. Irene, be a par t of a 
   great tradition! Contact Bob LaDeur at 630-918- 
   5121 or rladeur@hotmail.com. 

   November 4 | 9:00am - 3:00pm 
   Heavenly Handmade Craft Fair: St. Irene   
   Women of Faith will host a craft fair. Contact  
   Loraine Nemo at lorainequilts@yahoo.com. 

   September 23  | 9:00am 
   9th Annual Hustle Up The Hill: We have  
   added a 1K flat route walk this year for those  
   looking for a lower impact option.  Contact Bob  
   LaDeur at rladeur@hotmail.com. 

   October 14 | 12:00pm 
   Fatima Public Rosary Prayer Rally: Once  
   again St. Irene and St. Thomas will be joining  
   prayer chains across the country. Contact  
   Jeannette Clark at 630-292-9349. 

   August 2 | 9:00am - 12:00pm 
   School Supplies Sort & Pack:  Come to the  
   ACL to help sort and pack school supplies for  
   the needy children of Warrenville. Contact  
   Pamela Keating 630-393-2400 x120 

   Grandparents fill the world  
with love!  

We will celebrate and bless our  
grandparents at all Masses on the  

weekend of July 22-23 
 

If you are a grandparent,  
bring your grandkids!  

If you have a grandparent,  
invite them!    But wait …  

   August 5 | 10:00am - 12:00pm 
   Back to School Fair: Come to help distr ibute  
   supplies to the children or man our treat table!  
   Contact Pamela Keating 630-393-2400 x120 



 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Larry Steiner
 

lsteiner@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2102
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lsteiner@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2102
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