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Catholic Parish 

 
December 

24 
2023 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmMeIs6ydHjTJD98ZZb_VcA  

parishoffice@st-irene.org 

28W441 Warrenville Rd., Warrenville, IL  60555 

Regular Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday 8:30am-3:00pm 

www.st-irene.org 

630-393-2400 

https://st-irene.churchgiving.com 

www.facebook.com/StIreneChurch 

Welcome! 
       Join us for Mass! 
  Weekday Mass 
    Tuesday, Thursday, Friday | 7:00am 
   Wednesday | 12:00pm 
 

  Weekend Mass 
   Saturday | Vigil 5:00pm 
   Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am 
 

  Confessions 
   After any Mass, by Appointment, or on the    
  Third Thursday of the Month at 6:30pm 
 

   Church Open for Visiting  
   Mon. & Wed. 8:30am-4:00pm, Tue. & Thu. 
   7:30am-4:00pm, Fri. 7:30am-3:00pm 
 

 

STAFF DIRECTORY 
PASTOR:  Rev. Fr . Clive Otieno x113 -                  
fr.clive@st-irene.org 
 

DEACONS:   
Brad Hentz x130 - brad_hentz@yahoo.com 
Joe Urso x130 - joe@st-irene.org 
 

PARISH LIFE AND LITURGY  
COORDINATOR:       
Pamela Keating x120 - pamela@st-irene.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC:  
Ellen Coman x123 - ellen@st-irene.org 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER:   
Fred Schlick x114 - businessmanager@st-irene.org 
 

OFFICE MANAGER (Habla español):   
Yvonne Aranda x119 - yvonne@st-irene.org 
 

ADMIN. ASSISTANT:  Pat Jackowiak x110 -         
parishoffice@st-irene.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION AND  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  
Craig Mazur x122 craig@st-irene.org 
 

RE ADMIN. ASSISTANT AND PARISH  
REGISTRAR:  
Julie Duquette x116 - julie@st-irene.org 
 

MAINTENANCE:  call Par ish Office 



 2 Prayer & Worship 

   HEAVENLY FATHER, WE PRAY FOR… 
 
   Patti (Conley) Kras  Jean Roe  Dcn. Bob True  
   Mary Ann True  Gina LaRocco Goddard     Augie Juricic, Jr.  
   Augie Juricic, III         Terri Juricic  Katie Kennedy  
   Ken Di Iulio   Connie Dyas  Rachel Jarasius  
   Chuck Detwiler  Marco Inserro  Diane Kroll  
   Rosemary Maher  Jennnifer Wingelnik Bob Mudge  
   Rebecca Aranda  Fr. Jim Antiporek Liam Kracky 
    
**Names will remain on the list for 3 months; please notify the parish office to add or  
       remove names.  

                
WEEKLY READINGS 

   
   Monday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/ 
    Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29/ 
   Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/ 
   Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25  
   Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96: 1-2, 2-3,  
   11-12, 13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14  
   Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6,  
   11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
   Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4,  
   5-6/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5,  
   9-14 
 
   Tuesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/ 
   Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and  
   17/Mt 10:17-22 
 
   Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2,  
   5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
 
   Thursday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/ 
   Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8/Mt 2:13-18 
 
   Friday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a,  
   2b-3, 5b-6/Lk 2:22-35 
 
   Saturday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/ 
   Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Lk 2:36-40 
 
   Sunday: Sir  3:2-6, 12-14 or  
   Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Ps 128:1-2, 3,  
   4-5 or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/ 
   Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or  
   Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/ 
   Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 

 

   MASS INTENTIONS 
 
   Saturday, December 23, 5PM  Thursday, December 28, 7AM  
   †Craig Farmer / Joy Farmer  †Deacon Dick / Joan Nowak 
   †Bob Farmer / Family 
 
   Sunday, December 24, 8AM   Friday, December 29, 7AM  
   St. Irene Parish Family  †Mike Shapiro / Colette Giacovelli 
   †JJ MacPhee / Papa & J 
 
   Sunday, December 24, 10AM  Saturday, December 30, 5PM  
   †Pedro Aranda / Aranda Family †Dan Cyrus / Colette Giacovelli 
        †Max Malesh / John & Katie 
 
   Tuesday, December 26, 7AM  Sunday, December 31, 8AM  
   †William Baker / Family  St. Irene Parish Family 
      
 
   Wednesday, December 27, 12PM  Sunday, December 31, 10AM   
   †Mary Kathleen Hilger Barnes / McGowan Family St. Irene Parish Family 
    
            

   Contact the Parish Office for submitting Mass intentions.  
† = Deceased 

   OBSERVANCES for the Week of Dec 24 
 
Monday: The Nativity of the Lord 
Tuesday: St. Stephen, Fir st Mar tyr  
Wednesday: St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 
Thursday: The Holy Innocents, Mar tyrs 
Friday: St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Mar tyr  
Sunday: The Holy Family; New Year ’s Eve 



 

 

Eucharistic Revival at St. Irene 
 
 

3   From the Pastor 

 

 
First Communion Timeline display in the Narthex, 
send us your pictures! (yvonne@st-irene.org) 

 
December - Enhanced Adoration - See Flames of 
Faith article on page 5 
 
November 26-January 7 - Eucharistic Art  
Exhibit 
 
Coming in 2024 - Small Group Series on Jesus and 
the Eucharist 
 

Stay tuned for other events! 
 

 

Christmas Gifts 
 

Question: 
Why do we give gifts at Christmas? 
 
Answer: 
Great events in and of themselves are not 
tangible. They occur in life but leave no 
mark behind, nothing that someone could 
come across and know that something  
significant occurred. So we mark the event 
with monuments, holidays, gold watches or 
plaques, making a meaningful event  
tangible and memorable. 

 

Gifts at Christmas do the same thing. They 
mark the occasion of the birth of Jesus,  
communicating a bit of the joy of the day by 
allowing us to be both giver and receiver. 
Gift-giving sets aside the day as special and 
different. The special foods, customs,  
decorations, and gifts all help focus our  
attention on the importance and meaning of 
the day and at the same time allow us to 
share personally in its joy and happiness. 
 

In giving gifts, though, we can share in the 
meaning of Christmas in a significant way. 
We imitate God in sharing with others. We 
give a bit of ourselves to others in the gifts 
we give, just as God gives us the gift of his 
Son. No wonder we often say that the best 
gifts are those that come from the heart.  
Given in love, these presents are wrapped in 
the best covering of all. 
 
©LPi 



 4 Parish Community 

Christmas 
 
Today marks the end of the Advent season and the beginning of the Christmas season. We have  
lighted four candles these past four weeks and asked God to help us be present to our neighbors and 
friends. Now in the Christmas season we are called to be Christ in the flesh to our world. 
 

God, 
you became human through the obedience 

of a simple young woman named Mary. 
Mary is our model of faith. 

May we be faithful to your word as Mary was. 
Give us the courage to face each day 
with the yes that Mary gave to you. 

We ask this through the incarnate God, 
who comes to us again during this Christmas season. 

Amen. 



 5 Faith Formation 



 6 Stewardship & Liturgical Life 

Stewardship of Treasure 
Week of November 27– December 3 

(Includes on-line contributions) 
Sunday  

Offertory 
Building/Maintenance 

Fund 

$ 17,413.53 $ 713.00 

 
St. Irene’s Annual  

Gingerbread 
House Campaign 

 

 
The Gingerbread House Campaign is one of our annual  
fundraisers to raise funds to continue the work of Bridge  
Transitional Housing Committee at St. Irene. The Gingerbread 
House Campaign has a specific goal to help fund our  
Education Fund which was started in 2021.  The Education 
Fund helps those families who may need assistance with  
tuition, educational debt relief, or tuition/fees for their  
dependent children. Every dollar that is donated from the  
Education Fund to the family will be matched by the family, 
dollar for dollar.  
 

Our most recent recipient states it best: “I felt like I had been 
carrying a monkey on my back for so many years… I am very 
grateful right now I’m in tears as I think about this blessing”. 
 
Please join us as we work to assist future families.  Every  
penny donated goes to the families in need.   Donations can be 
made online, by mail, or dropped in the collection basket.  
Checks should be made payable to St. Irene, please note 
Bridge Education Fund in the memo section. You can also use 
WeShare Online Giving to make a donation, choose Bridge  
Education Fund to donate.    

 

 
Retirement Fund for  

            Religious  
 

Thank you to everyone who  
donated! We collected 
$2,027.87 for this very  
worthwhile collection. 

  
To learn more about how your gift helps, visit  

https://retiredreligious.org/ 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry  
is looking for people who knit or crochet and 

would like to make prayer shawls.  
If you need any patterns,  
we have them available.  

For more information please contact 
Paula Peterson 630-319-3998  
ppeterson1085@gmail.com  

or 
Cathy Kott 630-393-9543 cakott1210@att.net 

A Reflection on The Nativity of the Lord 
 
Our hearts are aglow with the joy of Christmas! Our senses are alive 
with the season, from the rich smells of evergreen and gingerbread to 
the feel of crisp air on our skin and the warmth of a loved one’s  
embrace. At some point in the holiday hustle and bustle, take a few 
moments of quiet. In the silence, reflect on the other senses of the  
season. Imagine the cool damp of an animal stable, the earthy smell of 
hay and feed, and the crisp night air blowing in softly. Imagine  

kneeling beside an exhausted, joyful mother and a relieved, protective father. Imagine an infant 
wrapped in cloth scraps held out to your open arms. Imagine holding the infant Jesus. As his eyes 
meet yours, welcome into your heart the greatest gift of Christmas. 

Oh, Holy 

 
 
 

Did you know you can make your donations  
automatically? You can enroll at  
https://st-irene.churchgiving.com  

or by contacting 
Fred Schlick at 630-393-2400 x114  

businessmanager@st-irene.org 
or by clicking on the QR Code. 

 
   THANK YOU FOR     

     SUPPORTING YOUR          
      PARISH! 



 

7 Upcoming Events 
 

  January 21 | 10:00am 
  Children’s Liturgy of the Word: Join us for  
   Liturgy of the Word for Children at 10:00am Mass. 

  January 13 | SAVE THE DATE 
  St. Irene Trivia Night: Join us for raffles, games  
   and plenty of music - it’s part of the trivia! Doors  
   open at 6:00pm and Trivia begins at 6:30pm.  
   Contact Kevin Druley at kevin.druley@gmail.com  
   or 314-973-8670 to reserve your table or spot! 

  February 11 | SAVE THE DATE 
  Super Bowl Raffle: The Knights of Columbus are  
   sponsoring their 27th Annual Super Bowl Raffle in  
   the ACL starting at 2:00pm. 

  January 13-14 | All Masses 
  Birthday/Anniversary Masses & Hospitality: 
   Do you have a birthday or anniversary in January?  
   Contact the Parish Office and indicate which Mass  
   you will be attending.  

  February 17 | SAVE THE DATE 
  Chili Cook-off: Join us for the 33rd Annual Chili  
   Cook-Off! If you are interesting in the planning of  
   this fun event, contact Pamela Keating at  
   pamela@st-irene.org. 

Note: Parish Offices will be closed for 
the holiday from December 25 -  

January 1.  
 

St. Irene TRIVIA NIGHT 
Saturday, January 13, 2024 

in the ACL 
6:00pm: Doors open    6:30pm: Trivia begins! 

 
Raffles, games and plenty of music –  

it’s part of the trivia! 
 

Reserve your table or spot today! 
Email: kevin.druley@gmail.com 

call/text: 314.973.8670 
 

Trivia night benefits our parish. 

 



 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Larry Steiner
 

lsteiner@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2102

 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Larry Steiner
 

lsteiner@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2102
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