
  

St. Irene 
Catholic Parish 

 
December 

3 
2023 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmMeIs6ydHjTJD98ZZb_VcA  

parishoffice@st-irene.org 

28W441 Warrenville Rd., Warrenville, IL  60555 

Regular Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday 8:30am-3:00pm 

www.st-irene.org 

630-393-2400 

https://st-irene.churchgiving.com 

www.facebook.com/StIreneChurch 

Welcome! 
       Join us for Mass! 
  Weekday Mass 
    Tuesday, Thursday, Friday | 7:00am 
   Wednesday | 12:00pm 
 

  Weekend Mass 
   Saturday | Vigil 5:00pm 
   Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am 
 

  Confessions 
   After any Mass, by Appointment, or on the    
  Third Thursday of the Month at 6:30pm 
 

   Church Open for Visiting  
   Mon. & Wed. 8:30am-4:00pm, Tue. & Thu. 
   7:30am-4:00pm, Fri. 7:30am-3:00pm 
 

 

STAFF DIRECTORY 
PASTOR:  Rev. Fr . Clive Otieno x113 -                  
fr.clive@st-irene.org 
 

DEACONS:   
Brad Hentz x130 - brad_hentz@yahoo.com 
Joe Urso x130 - joe@st-irene.org 
 

PARISH LIFE AND LITURGY  
COORDINATOR:       
Pamela Keating x120 - pamela@st-irene.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC:  
Ellen Coman x123 - ellen@st-irene.org 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER:   
Fred Schlick x114 - businessmanager@st-irene.org 
 

OFFICE MANAGER (Habla español):   
Yvonne Aranda x119 - yvonne@st-irene.org 
 

ADMIN. ASSISTANT:  Pat Jackowiak x110 -         
parishoffice@st-irene.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION AND  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  
Craig Mazur x122 craig@st-irene.org 
 

RE ADMIN. ASSISTANT AND PARISH  
REGISTRAR:  
Julie Duquette x116 - julie@st-irene.org 
 

MAINTENANCE:  call Par ish Office 



 2 Prayer & Worship 

   HEAVENLY FATHER, WE PRAY FOR… 
 
   Patti (Conley) Kras  Jean Roe  Dcn. Bob True  
   Mary Ann True  Gina LaRocco Goddard     Augie Juricic, Jr.  
   Augie Juricic, III         Terri Juricic  Katie Kennedy  
   Ken Di Iulio   Connie Dyas  Rachel Jarasius  
   Chuck Detwiler  Marco Inserro  Diane Kroll  
   Rosemary Maher  Jennnifer Wingelnik Bob Mudge  
   Rebecca Aranda  Fr. Jim Antiporek Liam Kracky 
 
   **Names will remain on the list for 3 months; please notify the parish office to add or  
       remove names.  

             
WEEKLY READINGS 

   
   Monday: Is 2:1-5/ 
   Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7,  
   8-9/Mt 8:5-11 
 
   Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/ 
   Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/ 
   Lk 10:21-24 
 
   Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/ 
   Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/ 
   Mt 15:29-37 
 
   Thursday: Is 26:1-6/ 
   Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21,  
   25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
 
   Friday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/ 
   Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/ 
   Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
 
   Saturday: Is 30:19-21,  
   23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/ 
   Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
 
   Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/ 
   Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14  
   (8)/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 

 

   MASS INTENTIONS 
 
   Saturday, December 2, 5PM   Thursday, December 7, 7AM  
   †Angie George Robert Caba/Family †Anita Masters / Family 
   †Leigh Carla Ann Edwardsen / Mike & Kathy Serra 
 
   Sunday, December 3, 8AM   Friday, December 8, 7AM  
   †Harry Berning/Berning & Siele Families †William Baker / Family 
   †Doug Berning/Berning & Siele Families 
 
   Sunday, December 3, 10AM   Saturday, December 9, 5PM  
   St. Irene Parish Family  †Anita Masters / Family 
   †Cecilia Cooper / Mary Hefertepe †Anthony Nilges / Cathy Kott 
 
   Tuesday, December 5, 7AM   Sunday, December 10, 8AM  
   †Pat Roberts / 1st Anniversary  St. Irene Parish Family 
     †Joe Slater / Berning Family 
 
   Wednesday, December 6, 12PM  Sunday, December 11, 10AM   
   †Jim Baird / Family   †Kenneth Viertel / Callaghan Family 
        †Virginia Alvinito / Colette Giacovelli 
            

   Contact the Parish Office for submitting Mass intentions.  
† = Deceased 

   OBSERVANCES for the Week of Dec 3 
 

Monday: St. John Damascene, Pr iest and Doctor 
 of the Church 
Wednesday: St. Nicholas, Bishop 
Thursday: St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of  
 the Church 
Friday: The Immaculate Conception of the 
 Blessed Virgin Mary 
Saturday: St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent 



 

 

Eucharistic Revival at St. Irene 
 
 

3   From the Pastor 

 

September 13 through December 7 - “Be Formed” 
Small Group Study 
 
First Communion Timeline display in the Narthex, 
send us your pictures! (yvonne@st-irene.org) 

 
December - Enhanced Adoration - Flames of Faith  
 
November 26-December 25 - Eucharistic Art  
Exhibit 
 

Stay tuned for other events! 

 

Happy Advent Dear friends, 
 
As we begin the season of Advent, we look forward with hope at the 
things to come. The new liturgical year B invites us to look at the Gospel 

with the fresh eyes of St. Mark. Mark is one of the shortest Gospels and easy to read. St. Mark 
is believed to have been a disciple of St. Peter so it is easily read from the vantage point of 
someone who closely walked and observed Jesus. It simply states facts; who, when and what.  
 

Mark is purported to be the earliest Gospel written and it’s believed that other Gospel writers 
borrowed heavily from it, adapting it to the various communities they were serving. Matthew, 
to the Jewish audience to show them that salvation came from their community; Luke to the 
gentiles to let them know that they were also called to be part of God’s salvation plan; and 
John, written to a more learned audience who were most likely struggling to find the  
philosophical meaning of the Good News.  
 

For those who love facts without the fluff of deep abstract feelings and theories, enjoy Mark; 
the Gospel of the simple hearted. May it help you prepare your hearts to greet the Lord at 
Christmas, onto the next year!  

 



 4 Parish Community 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!   
Call the Parish Office or register on-line on our website. 

 

BAPTISMS: Call Craig Mazur  on x122.   
MARRIAGES: Call the Par ish Office to ar range preparation at least 6 months in advance. 
RECONCILIATION: After  any Mass, on the Third Thursday of the Month at 6:30pm, or  by Appointment. 
FUNERALS: The Pastoral Staff works with families to plan the Funeral Mass, call the Par ish Office. 
CRISIS PRAYER CHAIN: Contact Deacon Joe Urso at 630-853-2070 or at joe.urso@outlook.com. 
SICK CALLS: Call the Par ish Office. 

Bryanna Wills and John Detwiler 
Married on December 2, 2023 

 
Immaculate Conception 

of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary  

  
Holy Day of Obligation 

 

Join us for Mass  
on December 8 

at 7:00am and 7:00pm 



 5 Faith Formation 



 6 Stewardship & Liturgical Life 

Stewardship of Treasure 
Week of November 13 - November 19 

(Includes on-line contributions) 

Sunday Offertory Building/Maintenance Fund 

$ 19,833.00 $ 340.00 

 
Retirement Fund for  
Religious Collection 

December 9-10 
 

Please donate next week. Your 
gift will provide essential care 
for nearly 25,000 senior sisters, 

brothers, and religious order priests who have dedicated 
their lives to serving others. Let us show our gratitude to 
these selfless individuals by giving generously. 

For more information https://retiredreligious.org/ 

 

Pilgrimage to the Shrine of  
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Saturday, December 16 

from 10:00-2:30pm 
 

A church-wide pilgrimage to the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, in Des Plaines is being  
hosted by the Knights of Columbus. Schedule of events: 
   10:00am - Mass in Marian Chapel 
   11:00am - Presentation from Heather House Ministry 
   11:15am - Shrine Presentation 
   11:30am - Procession to Shrine, Presentation of Roses, and  
                    Rosary;  followed by free time to explore 
   1:00pm - Lunch at a nearby restaurant  
 
For information contact Joe Kubal at jdrk4715@aol.com  

All are welcome!   

Tags are on the trees in the 
vestibule.  

This year we will be  
supporting: 

Warrenville Youth Center 
Bridge Community Families 

Heather House 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry  
is looking for people who knit or crochet and would 

like to make prayer shawls.  
If you need any patterns,  
we have them available.  

For more information please contact 
Paula Peterson 630-319-3998  
ppeterson1085@gmail.com  

or 
Cathy Kott 630-393-9543 cakott1210@att.net 

Stewardship of Treasure 
Week of November 20 - November 26 

(Includes on-line contributions) 

Sunday Offertory Building/Maintenance Fund 

$ 10,784.00 $ 180.00 



Diocese of Joliet 
Office of the Bishop  diojoliet.org 

 

 Blanchette Catholic Center 
 16555 Weber Rd. 
 Crest Hill, Illinois 60403 

 

Office of the Bishop 
815.221.6100 | 815.722.6632 (f) | officeofthebishop@dioceseofjoliet.org 

December 2023  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Our diocese will soon take up the national collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious. Your 
support for this collection December 9/10 provides financial assistance for retirement needs for 297 
U.S. religious communities.  

Catholic sisters, brothers and religious order priests—collectively known as women and men 
religious—have selflessly served for decades without significant financial compensation. However, due 
to escalating health-care costs, numerous U.S. religious communities face a substantial gap between 
their elderly members’ needs and the financial resources available for their care. Many religious orders 
currently experience insufficient retirement savings. 

The 2022 appeal demonstrated Catholics’ tremendous generosity by raising 
$27.6 million. Diocese of Joliet parishioners contributed $286,788.25 to the collection.  

The senior religious in our diocese never retire from their vows, and they play a crucial role in 
conveying the faith from one generation to the next. In their younger years, they laid the foundation 
for Catholic schools, hospitals, and works of mercy. Today, many serve in volunteer ministry as 
ongoing witnesses to the Gospel. Others are frail and need assistance, yet all remain wholly 
committed to their vocations by embracing the opportunity to spend more time praying for our 
Church and world.  

Please support the retirement needs of our senior religious. And please join me in praying for God’s 
continued blessing on our nation’s elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests. 

As I remain – 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

 

Most Reverend Ronald A. Hicks 
Bishop of Joliet 

The Need is Great 
• Religious communities 

are financially 
responsible for the 
support and care of all 
members.  

• There are 24,005 
religious past age 70 
living in the United 
States. In 2022, the 
average annual cost for 
their care was roughly 
$55,500 per person; 
skilled nursing care 
averaged $82,700 per 
person.  

• Since 2009, the annual 
cost to support senior 
women and men 
religious has exceeded 
$1 billion.  

• In 2022, 71 percent of 
the religious 
communities providing 
data to the National 
Religious Retirement 
Office had a median age 
of 70 or higher.  

• The average annual 
Social Security benefit 
for a religious is $7,679, 
whereas the average lay 
US beneficiary receives 
$21,902. 

 
 

http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/


 

7 Upcoming Events 
 

  December 16 | Starts with 10:00 Mass 
  Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe: See article  
   on page 6. 

  December 13 | 6:30pm 
  Advent Mission/Reconciliation: Join us for our   
   Advent parish mission and reconciliation with  
   Fr. Dennis Spies. 

  December 8 | 7:00am and 7:00pm 
  Immaculate Conception Holy Day of Obligation:  
   Join us for Mass to celebrate the Blessed Virgin  
   Mary. 

  December 9 | 6:00pm 
  Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast 

  December 9-10 | All Masses 
  Birthday/Anniversary Masses:  
   Do you have a birthday or anniversary in December?  
   Contact the Parish Office and indicate which Mass  
   you will be attending. 

  December 17 | 10:00am 
  Children’s Liturgy of the Word: Join us for  
   Liturgy of the Word for Children at 10:00am Mass. 

  December 10 | 9:00am 
  Pancake Breakfast 

  December 7 | 11:30am 
  Lunch Bunch 

 

Saturday, December 9  
after 5:00pm Mass 

 

    Hosted by the St. Irene Women of Faith 
a traditional light meal will be served in the ACL 

Celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe 

  See Christmas Schedule on page 4 



 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Larry Steiner
 

lsteiner@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2102

 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Larry Steiner
 

lsteiner@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2102
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