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@ 28W441 Warrenville Rd., Warrenwille, IL 60555
—

\‘ 630-393-2400

@ parishoffice@st-irene. org
Regular Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30am-4:00pm
Friday 8:30am-3:00pm

@ www.st-irene. org
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Catholic Church

MASS TIMES: SAT Vigl 4:30 pm | SUN 8am, 10 am
wMONTUE 8 ams | WED 12 pm | THURFRI 7 am

Join us for Mass!

Weekday Mass

Monday, Tuesday | 8:00am
Wednesday | 12:00pm
Thursday, Friday | 7:00am

Weekend Mass
Saturday | Vigil 4:30pm
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am

Confessions
Every Saturday at 3:30pm

Church Open for Prayer:
Mon., Tue. & Wed. 8:30am-4:00pm, Thu.
7:30am-4:00pm, Fri. 7:30am-3:00pm

STAFF DIRECTORY

PASTOR:

Fr. Gregory Rothfuchs x113 - pastor@st-irene.org
DEACON SENIOR STATUS:

Joe Urso x130 - joe@st-irene.org

ASSISTANT DEACON:

Dennis Stolarz - dennis@st-irene.org

PARISH LIFE AND LITURGY
COORDINATOR:

Pamela Keating x120 - pamela@st-irene.org

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC:
Ellen Coman x123 - ellen@st-irene.org

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Fred Schlick x114 - businessmanager(@st-irene.org

OFFICE MANAGER (Habla espafiol): Yvonne
Aranda x119 - yvonne(@st-irene.org

PARISH ADMIN. ASSISTANT:

Lynn Bierman x110 — lynn@st-irene.org
ADMIN. ASSISTANT: Pat Jackowiak x110 -
pat@st-irene.org

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION & RE:
Maggie Detwiler x122 - maggie(@st-irene.org

PARISH REGISTRAR: Julie Duquette x116 -
julie(@st-irene.org

MAINTENANCE: call Parish Office
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MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 20, 4:30PM Thursday, December 25, 8AM & 10AM
TMichael Andrew Kometz/Marty & Susan St. Irene Parish

Kometz
. Friday, December 26, 7:00AM
Sunday, December 21, 8:00AM T S Ty —— WEEKLY READINGS
St. Irene Parish Family bible.usccb.org
Saturday, December 27, 4:30PM
Sunday, December 21, 10:00AM L ! p
Francesco Naccarato / Family iGl"“a W NG, Monday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/
William Baker / Family SJa“‘;JOh“l))P alys/ Eemglsg 8; _S(;;‘ZE“I“’S 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abed/
Monday, December 22, 8:00AM S?I}re?le’ Paercisellln F:r;il > o Lk 1:46-56
+Katherine Grych / Family ‘ y Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/
Tuesday, December 23, 8:00AM Sunday, December 28, 10:00AM Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/
+ Anthon’y Nilges / Cathy Kott +David Fraser / 1 Anniversary Lk 1:57-66
Mary Hafertepe for healing/Carl Seaberg Wednesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/
Wednesday, December 24, 4PM & 10:30PM Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29

Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25

Contact the Parish Office for submitting Mass intentions. Night: Ts 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3,

+ = Deceased
11-12, 13 (Lk 2:11)/
Ti2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14
Thursday: Dawn: Is 62:11-12/
HEAVENLY FATHER, WE PRAY FOR... Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/
Gregory LaRocco Jim Stoudt Carlos Contreras L 2515210
. Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3,
Chuck Dutton Kathy Aranda Jennifer Tomashek
. . . 3-4, 5-6 (3¢c)/Heb 1:1-6/
Katie Stanutz Rich Planek Rob Siebert
. . . Jn1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14
Tom McNelis Fr. Gerald Riva Donna Bernstein .
Friday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/
Kelsey Woods Bev Murphy Paula Peterson
: . Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc
Dennis Knell Brad George Jim McDermott
. and 17/Mt 10:17-22
Joan Moran Mary Hefertepe Christopher Kennedy
. . Saturday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2,
Rachel Jarasius Ken Intihar Leonardo Przybylek
. 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Hannah Kelley Mary Kay Colgan David Peterson .
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/
Don Clevenger Sr. Gary Naberhaus Theo Reed Ps 12812, 3. 4.5 1Y/
Ron Dieter Karen Udell Fr. John Ouper § IR, o 4 (650 L)

Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/

Names will remain on the list for 3 months, please notify the parish office to add or Mt 2:13-15, 19-23

r€move names.

OBSERVANCES for the Week of Dec 21

Tuesday: St. John of Kanty, Priest
Wednesday: Christmas Eve

Thursday: The Nativity of the Lord
Friday: St. Stephen, First Martyr
Saturday: St. John, Apostle and Evangelist
Sunday: The Holy Family
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WELCOME to the St. Irene Family!

Camille James Carstens
To be Baptized December 21, 2025

Camille, may God bless you on your
special day and may He guide

your family through the years as
they share His love with you.

Bereaved Holiday Season Bi

As a grieving person, you have cerfain inalienable rights that cannot be taken away from
you by those who may not understand.

Whien grieving during the holiday season, vou lvave the right to:
1. Feel what yvou feel and be politely honest with others about it. If vou do not feel merry, cheerful or otherwise
festive, then say so.

2. Reserve vour feelngs. If vou would rather say, "I am fine." that is okav.

3. Awoid parties or family gatherings where vour loved one and vour grief are not welcome.

4. Take time for vourself. whether this is a walk alone. a day in bed. or some other momentary escape._

5. Crv when it lnuts, langh when something is finny, and smile when yvou are happy. Don't feel guilty about anv of it
6. Have vour loved one remembered in a wav that is meaningfiil to vou.

7. Change vour mind repeatedly during anv get-together, event, or party. ¥ ou mav not know what vou can or cannot
handle until faced with it

8. Change traditions when necessary or desired. Traditions are supposed to bring comfort, not distress.

g Emjoy vour holidavs. Your loved oneis gomg to be celebrating with vou. It doesn't mean that you have forgotten or
are being disrespectful. Living life is a wonderful way to honor them.

10. Trv again next vear if this vear does not twrn out the wav that you want.




Parish Community

Come Join Us as We Discuss
“The Genius of J.R.R. Tolkien”
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ST. IRENE CHURCH

CHRIST

AT OUR CENTER

church

| renovation |
campaign

Where: St. Irene School Building (Room 202)
When: Every other Monday Beginning in January
(1/12/26,1/26/26, 2/9/23, 2/23/26, 3/9/26, 3/23/26)
Time: 7:00pm-8:30pm

Be a part of this new chapter!

Sign up to light the ;
Advent Wreath! RSVP: Maggie@st-irene.org

Also sign up to bring
up the gifts for Advent
and Christmas too!

Sign up by the reception
desk in the Narthex

SAVE THE DATE

St. Irene Trivia Night

Let’s MAKE Saturday, January 17 in the ACL
- > 5:30pm — Doors Open
DlSClpIeS 6:00pm — Trivia begins!
for Jesus!/?
See the flock notes for the next excerpt of >T. IRENE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Bishop Hicks’ MAKE pastoral letter. é WI 7) L COOK'OFF

35t ANNUAL
NEW PARISHIONERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!
Call the Parich Office or register on-line on our wehsite. Apri] 11, 2026!!!
BAPTISMS: Call Maggie Detwiler onz122,
MARRIAGES: Call Pamela Keating onx120 to arrange

prepatation at lead 6 monthsin advance. Due to the Church Renovations, the Chili

RECONCILIATION: Satur daysat3:30pm . Cook-Off has been rescheduled to April 11,
FUNME RALS: The Pastoral Staff works with familiesto 2026. If you have any questions regarding
plan the Funeral Mass, call the Parish Office. donations. s hi lunteeri bei
CRISIS PRAYER CHAIN: Contact DeaconJ oe Urso at » SpONSOrsnIps, volunteering, or being a
G30-253-2070. or at {oe ursoi@outlook com . contestant, please contact Jeff Schmitz at

SICK CALLS: Call the Parish Office, lcschmitz 1 (@comcast.net.




Diocese of Joliet
Office of the Bishqp

www.dioceseofjoliet.org

Blanchette Catholic Center
16555 Weber Rd.
Crest Hill, lllincis 60403

December 18, 2025

Dear Friends,
Peace be with you.

Today, December 18, 2025, it was officially announced that | will be installed as the 11th Archbishop of the
Archdiocese of New York on Friday, February 6, 2026.

| want to begin by expressing my heartfelt gratitude to Pope Leo XIV for this appointment. Growing up in the south
suburbs of Chicago, just a stone’s throw from where he grew up, and having spent part of my priesthood in
missionary work in Latin America, | feel a deep connection to him. His leadership is a guiding light for me, and |
accept this new role with humility and an open heart.

| am also grateful to Cardinal Christophe Pierre, our apostolic nuncio, for his trust. When he called to share this
news, | told him | simply wish to do God’s will. Receiving his phone call on the feast of SaintJuan Diego is a
reminder that sometimes God calls us to things that feel beyond us, but with grace and faith, we can answer yes.

| also want to offer a heartfelt thank you to Cardinal Timothy Dolan for his more than 17 years of leadership in New
York. | have been touched by his gracious support and encouragement.

These past five years in Joliet have been a true blessing for me. | have felt grateful, happy, and deeply blessed to
serve as your bishop. Together we have catechized, evangelized, and put our faith into action. The relationships we
have built, the faith we have shared, and the journey we have walked together are treasures | will carry with me to
New York.

As you continue to read, share, and embrace my pastoral letter, “MAKE,” | ask you to let it keep guiding you. Please
do not let it sit on a shelf, gathering dust. Instead, continue to implement it as a living, breathing call to be disciples
who MAKE disciples.

| have much to learn in New York, and | will serve there as | have served here, with all my heart. | trust in God’s will
and count on your prayers. Know that as you pray for me, | am praying for you, with immense gratitude and love.

With good wishes, may God bless you this Advent season as we prepare for the celebration of the birth of Jesus.
As | remain —

Sincerely Yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Ronald A. Hicks

t ol A Fficke

Bishop of the Diocese of Joliet and Archbishop designate of the Archdiocese of New York

Office of the Bishop
815.221.6100 | 815.722.6632 (f) | officeofthebishop@dioceseofjolict.org



Faith Formation 5

# Women’s Book Study #

Mirrors of God by Joseph W. Goetz
Why should you join us?

Mirrors of God shows us that we are
meant to reflect the Creator—
not perfectly, but faithfully.

In six brief chapters, author Joseph W. Goetz helps us:
» Ponder spiritual truths
« Repent and refocus
+ Align with God’s vision
He does this beautifully through the stories of six women
who have modeled this faithful reflection of God.

SOAR et "7 Study Details:

gL d March 2"




Stewardship & Liturgical Life

Sunday Building/Maintenance
Offertory Fund
$ 12,866.30 $1,214.00

S

Dear Friends of the Outreach
Warrenville Christmas Store,

What a joy it is to share the blessings of the first ever
Christmas Store at Outreach Warrenville! We were
reminded once again of the true meaning of the season:
the boundless love of Christ, who came to bring hope,
joy, and light to the world. Here’s what the Outreach
Warrenville Christmas Store accomplished with your
support this year:

» 37 families shopped at the Christmas Store!

» 99 children received Christmas gifts that were
chosen and purchased at a discounted price by a
parent or grandparent.

» Over 500 gifts were donated by generous supporters
who embrace the heart of what the Christmas Store
is about shining the love of Christ!

» 6 partner churches organized or hosted gift drives to
bless others. We are so grateful!

» 70+ volunteers gave their time and energy to make
this ministry possible.

Here’s what some of our shoppers shared:

* “The store was so beautiful, and everyone was so
helpful. It felt special being here.”

*  “All the people I met today showed me love.”

*  “I'was able to find a gift at an affordable price for
my daughter. Everything was so great. Thank you
for what you are doing.”

Thank you for your support, because of you, families
who were facing difficult circumstances were reminded
of the good news of great joy: “For unto us a child is
born, to us a son is given” (Isaiah 9:6).

S Fourth Week of Advent — December 21:

* Represents: Love

* Candle Name: the Angel’s Candle

* Candle Color: Purple, during this final week of
Advent we rejoice in the endless love that God has
for us, which is made apparent in the birth of His
Son.

We reflect on the good news of God’s love brought to

us from the angel Gabriel.
Dynamic Catholic

Help Our
O, [ Neighborhood Pantry

Items that are always needed, which people can drop off
at the food pantry on Mondays and Thursdays between
2:30 and 5:00 pm:
Canned corn, Canned fruit (any variety)
Rice: 11b or 2 Ib bags, Pasta
Canned tuna, chicken, or beans
Cooking Oil, Kraft macaroni & cheese
Breakfast foods, Cereal, Oats

To receive food, come for "in person" shopping at the
pantry on Sundays 1:00-3:00pm and Tuesdays 11:00am-
1:00pm. For those who cannot come in person or prefer
not to, we also offer an order ahead program where they
can pre-order online (go to orderahead.org and click on the
IPC site) and then drive thru and pick up the order on
Thursdays from 5:00pm-6:30pm.

Our Neighborhood Pantry serves all of Warrenville.
Drop donations off at 29W260 Batavia Road (next door to
Immanuel Presbyterian Church).

NN NN NN NSNS NN NS NN EEE NN NS NN NSNS EEEEEEEEEEER

Giving
g Tree

Tags are on the Giving
Trees in the vestibule.
Please return all gifts by
A} December 21.

This year we will be supporting:
*Warrenville Youth Center

*Bridge Community Families




December 21 | 10:00am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word: Join us for
Liturgy of the Word for Children at 10:00am Mass.

December 21 | 11:00am

High School Teen Group: Come to 10:00am
Mass and join us for food, fun, and faith
afterwards in the Mobiles!

December 21 | 1:30pm
Lay Carmelite Meeting: Monthly meeting held
in ACL, for info contact Debbie at 708-363-1753.

December 23 | 5:00pm
Family Choir Practice: Contact Ellen Coman if
you are interested.

January 1 | 9:00am
Solemnity of Mary: Join us for Mass to start off
the year!

January 2 | 7:00pm
First Friday Holy Hour: Join us for exposition
of the Holy Eucharist and Benediction.

January 3-4 | All Masses

Epiphany: Come to Mass to get your house
blessing chalk.

January 5| 6:00pm

Little Flowers Girls Club: Girls 5 and up and
their Moms join us to learn about our Catholic
heritage, faith, and traditions meet in the Mobiles.

January 5| 6:00pm
Chili Cook-Off Planning Meeting: Join us for
the planning of a great event in the Parish Center.

Upcoming Events 7

Join us for
Liturgy of the Word
for Children
December 21,
10:00AM Mass

Word

Interested in volunteering, contact
Pamela Keating - pamela@st-irene.org

Y Faig,
Religious Education
Schedule and
Upcoming Events

St lre,»,
>
floue‘.@o

December 23 — No RE

December 25 — Christmas Day

December 30 — No RE

January 1 — Happy New Year!

January 19 — Martin Luther King Jr. Day
January 20 — Catholic Parent Night
February 3 — No RE

Advent and Christmas Schedule

Christmas Eve - Wednesday, December 24
¢ 4:00PM - Christmas Vigil Mass
¢ 10:00PM - Christmas Carols and Anthems
¢ 10:30PM - Christmas Mass at Night

Christmas Day - Thursday, December 25
e 8:00AM - Christmas Mass at Dawn
¢ 10:00AM - Christmas Mass During the Day

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God
Thursday, January 1, 9:00AM

Epiphany- Saturday, January 3
e 4:30PM Vigil Mass

Epiphany - Sunday, January 4
e 8:00AM Mass
e 10:00AM Mass

Parish Offices will be closed from
December 24 thru January 4, 2026




Hlinois
| CatholicMatch. com/ |L
EII the Plumber

Ed the Carpenter

630.663.1444
Bost Work + Bost Rolos
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LET'S GROW YDllH BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Alicia White

awhite@4LPi.com

(800) 950-9952 x9783

Support our Parish!

instanthy create and
purchase an ad with
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SUPPORT
OUR PARISH
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A NEWSLETTER?

Engoging. od-supporiad

print ond digital newsietiers
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' WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES
BE YOURSELF

BRING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.
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Get it And forget it

St. Irene Church, Warrenville, IL
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