December
14

@ 28W441 Warrenville Rd., Warrenwille, IL 60555
—

\. 630-393-2400

@ parishoffice@st-irene. org
Regular Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30am-4:00pm
Friday 8:30am-3:00pm

@ www.st-irene. org

E@vzj https:fist4rene. churchgiving.com

0 www facebook. com/StIreneChurch

FB for Live Stream - https:/fwwwfacebook com/
profile.phpTid=61556292389237

YoullTliT}) bttps:furww youtube. com/channel/UCmMel Syl TIDISZZb VA

Catholic Church

MASS TIMES: SAT Vigl 4:30 pm | SUN 8am, 10 am
WMOWTUE 8 am | WED 12 pm | THURFRI7 am

Welcome!

Join us for Mass!

Weekday Mass

Monday, Tuesday | 8:00am
Wednesday | 12:00pm
Thursday, Friday | 7:00am

Weekend Mass
Saturday | Vigil 4:30pm
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am

Confessions
Every Saturday at 3:30pm

Church Open for Prayer:
Mon., Tue. & Wed. 8:30am-4:00pm, Thu.
7:30am-4:00pm, Fri. 7:30am-3:00pm

STAFF DIRECTORY

PASTOR:

Fr. Gregory Rothfuchs x113 - pastor@st-irene.org
DEACON SENIOR STATUS:

Joe Urso x130 - joe@st-irene.org

ASSISTANT DEACON:

Dennis Stolarz - dennis@st-irene.org

PARISH LIFE AND LITURGY
COORDINATOR:
Pamela Keating x120 - pamela@st-irene.org

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC:
Ellen Coman x123 - ellen@st-irene.org

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Fred Schlick x114 - businessmanager(@st-irene.org

OFFICE MANAGER (Habla espafiol): Yvonne
Aranda x119 - yvonne(@st-irene.org

PARISH ADMIN. ASSISTANT:

Lynn Bierman x110 — lynn@st-irene.org
ADMIN. ASSISTANT: Pat Jackowiak x110 -
pat@st-irene.org

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION & RE:
Maggie Detwiler x122 - maggie(@st-irene.org
PARISH REGISTRAR: Julie Duquette x116 -
julie@st-irene.org

MAINTENANCE: call Parish Office




2 Praver & Worship

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 13, 4:30PM Thursday, December 18, 7:00AM
:}:Bob Koshko / Carl & Alexandra TPete Aranda / Family

Douglas Berning / Berning & Siele Families

Sunday, December 14, 8:00AM Friday, December 19, 7:00AM
St. Irenye Parish Family +Barney Keating / Joanne Mlsna WEEKLY READINGS

bible.uscch.org

Sunday, December 14, 10:00AM Saturday, December 20, 4:30PM
tKenneth Viertel / Callaghan Family — Michael Andrew Kometz/Marty & Susan Monday: Nm 24:2-7,
+Gladys Aranda / Family Kometz 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab. 6 and
Monday, December 15, 8:00AM Sunday, December 21, 8:00AM 7bc, 8-9/Mt 21:23-27
Morning Mass Group St. Irene Parish Family
Tuesday, December 16, 8:00AM Sunday, December 21, 10:00AM Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/
FWilliam Baker / Family Francesco Naccarato / Family Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and

William Baker / Family 23/Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday, December 17, 12:00PM
+Denise O’Connor/ Young Family Wednesday: Gn 49:2,

Contact the Parish Office for submitting Mass intentions. 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8,
T:Deceased 17/Mt 1:1-17

Thursday: Jer 23:5-8/
Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/

HEAVENLY FATHER, WE PRAY FOR... b
Gregory LaRocco Jim Stoudt Carlos Contreras . _ )
Chuck Dutton Kathy Aranda Jennifer Tomashek Friday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/
Katie Stanutz Rich Planek Rob Siebert Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/
Tom McNelis Fr. Gerald Riva Donna Bernstein Lk 1:5-25
Kelsey Woods Bev Murphy Paula Peterson ) _
Dennis Knell Brad George Jim McDermott Saturday: Is 7:10-14/
Joan Moran Mary Hefertepe Christopher Kennedy Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/
Rachel Jarasius Ken Intihar Leonardo Przybylek Lk 1:26-38
Hannah Kelley Mary Colgan David Peterson _ )
Don Clevenger Sr. Gary Naberhaus Theo Reed Sunday: Is 7:10-14/
Ron Dieter Karen Udell Fr. John Ouper Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (7c, 10b)/

**Names will remain on the list for 3 months, please notify the parish office to add or ~Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24
remove names.
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Plan Today for Peace of Mind Tomorrow
It’s difficult to think about, but pre-planning your Catholic cemetery
arrangements today protects your family from the heartbreak and
financial worry of having to make these decisions tomorrow. Look
for special savings in your mailbox soon and visit
diojoliet.org/cemeteries for more details. We re here to help!




Parish Community
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Cornhole Fun for Girls and Boys!
Looking for some fun on a dreary winter day?

The St. Irene gym will be open Saturday, December 20,
from 12 noon to 3pm for all girls and boys ages 8 to 14
for playing cornhole. Several cornhole courts will be set
up for open play.
Parents/ grandparents/guardians will need to complete an
entry form, which will be available on site.
If you have any questions, contact Tom Nemo at 630
961 0930 or tejn74(@yahoo.com.
This is a no-cost event.

ST. IRENE CHURCH

CHRIST

AT OUR CENTER

church
I renovation

campaign

Be a part of this new chapter!

Stay tuned for more information coming
in the mail about the Church’s renovation.

SCAMMERS
ARE AT IT AGAIN!
Please remember that
neither Fr. Greg nor
the staff will ever ask
for financial help, gift

cards, Square
Account, etc. through

email or text.

SAVE THE DATE
St. Irene Trivia Night
Saturday, January 17 in the ACL
5:30pm — Doors Open
6:00pm — Trivia begins!

Raffles, games, and
plenty of music ... it’s part of the trivia!

Reserve your table or spot today!
Email: kevin.Druley@gmail.com
Call/text: 314-973-8670
Trivia night benefits our parish.




Parish Community

Sign up to light the
Advent Wreath!

Also sign up to bring
up the gifts for Advent
and Christmas too!

Sign up by the reception
desk in the Narthex

% Women’s Book Study »*
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Mirrors of God by Joseph W. Goetz
Why should you join us?

Mirrors of God shows us that we are
meant to reflect the Creator—
not perfectly, but faithfully.

In six brief chapters, author Joseph W. Goetz helps us:
« Ponder spiritual truths
* Repent and refocus
« Align with God’s vision
He does this beautifully through the stories of six women
who have modeled this faithful reflection of God.

7' Study Details:
“* Dates: Feb. 16" and March 2™
A Time: 7:00-8:00 pm
® Location: St. Irene School Building Room 202

Lead by: Shannon M Burns is retired as a nationally known consultant and
r on ethical issues, public engagement, corporate consultation. personal
ironm ental issues. Dr. Burns now devotes her time and creativity to
' 18 thought provoking book discussions.

<now if you’d like a copy.

Come Join Us as We Discuss
“The Genius of J.R.R. Tolkien”
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The Genius of
J.R.R. Tolkien

Where: St. Irene School Building (Room 202)
When: Every other Monday Beginning in January
(1/12/26,1/26/26, 2/9/23, 2/23/26, 3/9/26, 3/23/26)
Time: 7:00pm-8:30pm

RSVP: Maggie@st-irene.org

>T. IREHE CATHOLIC CHURCH
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April 11, 2026!!!

Due to the Church Renovations, the Chili
Cook-Off has been rescheduled to April 11,
2026. If you have any questions regarding
donations, sponsorships, volunteering, or being a
contestant, please contact Jeff Schmitz at

lcschmitz 1 (@comcast.net.

NEW PARISHIONERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!
Call the Parish Office or register on-line on our website.

BAPTISMS: Call Maggie Detwiler onx122.
MARRIAGES: Call Pamela Keating onx120 to arrange prepar ation at
least 6 monthsin advance.
RECONCILIATION: Saturdaysat 3:30pm .
FUNE RALS: The Pastoral Staff works with familiesto plan the
Funeral Mass, call the Parish Office.
CRISIS PRAYER CHAIN: Contact DeaconJoe Urso at 630-853-2070.
ot at joe urso@outlook.com .
SICK CALLS: Call the Parish Office.




Wit codabrote Advant nnd Christmas ns sanson af
Ligha el [y, Yoot soemotimes thie brightest hopa
Apans in fhe placas wie |past copect. Cvar tha
years, | have found that minEtering 1o those in prison
Is one of the most uneapecied wiys 1o L out The
eall of my postaral leter MAKE to ba disciples wha

ke discipies,

Py fimst encountor with prison ministeny goos back 1o
Froy valunbeer year in Medco in 1989, A female
CALECRISE irmerhad rnE 19 jein her noasiing s poge
prisan, | remeamber the aurprise of walking in with
benely any bormad checks and fealing & b badfled and
nisnvaus about how Dwould got out. Yot what staryed
with me most was her simple rerminder; “They aif
hive narmies. Thoy ane offen forgodmon, buf i you
becamme & priest, remamber they exist, See the face
of Chrige & ehomf ™

Years later, a5 a saminarizn accomponying Candinal
Barnardin to the Cock County Rail for Christmas
Maoes, | saw that same spinit of discipteship. Ha had
no famiy in Chicago, yet he found joy in Bringing the
Eischarist 10 those cften lorgotien. He shawed me
thad prison mintstey s noksimply a duty bt a
mament of grace, & s o chance to be o disciplewho
bringa Christ's hope 1o others,

Someons onor told me that one af the Rumbi ng

&S pocts of minkstering in priaons is thot tha peopls
VOU SEFAE CaM ST FEpay you. You do it simply
because Christ calls us to recognise His presence in
them. In that porne oet of senice, we quisty plont
siicts of faith in hearts that saclaty oftan ovorlooks.

Two weeks ago, | hod the privicege of celobrotng the
Sacraments of Baptism, Conlitmintian, mhd First Moy
Commiunian for four iInmatas at the Jolet Datantion
Canter, Their deep desine and reverence ramanded
e BgR# of that woman's wisdom from years ago.
Thiey hianve nomies, thary cxist, and they ore just as
warthy of God's grace, AMer the Mass, sach newly
rrainded Cathatic oftened a testimaoniad, thankng thoso

Bishop Hicks' Column, Dec. 2025 -'I
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Finding Hope Behind Bars:
Bacoming Disciplis Whe Maka Disciplas in Unaxpactod Places

whio brought Christ to them and sharing how Lost thary
ferln Do vy Dsangg indrodinc e fo God and the Chureh.
Thir desire §o cling to hape and S out (hsdr
pewdaund Eath irspired ma desply as we gathered in
that makeshilt prscn chopel,

Lt ma highlight the ministny of the growing nambar
of laypeaple, deacons, and priests in our Diocess
whio are tving out this call snd bringing Chelst's Leve
to the Inchrcerated. dnd they do it with no ianfore.
Tridly, no o is writing vham thank you Aates ar
sending thom gitts for thodr minlstry, Vo as a Church
and a8 & Discass should be proud tha so mary are
purting thalr faith into action through this minéstrg.

In Eathollc soclal teaching, wo uphald the dignity of
gvery hurman being. aven those wha hive sinned or
bean cast paida by socieny. As lasus says in
Matthew's Gaspel: "Whatever you did for one of the
Inast of these, you okt for e, " This i the heaet of cor
mission. Ta sea Christ in tha prisanar, the hungry, tha
thirsty, tha unbarn, the immigrant, the persen with
disabilitios, the stronger, and all in naed, It is o frue
Christian hope. it i tha conviction that Christ is with
(28 Blways and That every parson is worth seaing,
kniowing, and loving in His namo,

In @ P ek s, | wdll colabeate Chistmas Mass &t (he
DuPags County Comaciional Facdity, As | prepars for
that Mass, please know that | will cormy your
inmartiong with me in prayet, Alsa, jain ma in prayor
08 togathan w oy thot hope not onty inta the
prisana but into every pleca whore Chiat's Uht i
mas! raded. Cur hamMes, aur parshas, aur
workplaces, our neighborhoods, and all the hidden
carnes of our lives and o warld.

Moy we menved ovediosk the unexpactsd places whara
God's grace, hope, and HEht are waiting to break
thiough and transienm wa all, Forwhen wa sea tha
faca of Ghrist In avery person wo meat, wa il the
mission af being discipies wha MAKE disciptes.



Faith Formation 5

FAMILY TIME:
HOW TO DISCUSS THE
fSOSPEL WITH YOUR

%/ CHILDREN!!!!
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Questions:

+ Have you ever tried to build a tower using blocks all by yourself?

+ When you work with another person, did you make a better tower?

Tie it to the Gospel

¢ Intoday's story, we hear that John the Baptist is in prison. And things are not looking good for
him.

s The reason he is in prison is because he was telling people, including the king, that they were not
living God's better way. And, that there was someane coming (Jesus), who would show them
how to live God's better way.

e This is one way that John helped Jesus. By preparing the people to listen to Jesus.

s But now that he is in prison, John is asking Jesus if he, John, did the right thing.

e Jesus responds to John's question with what we would call good news.

e Jesus says, The blind can see, the lame can walk, the sick are healed!” In other words, the world
is better because John helped Jesus share God's healing and better way with the world.

# But, although the world is better in general, the world is NOT better for John. In fact, it's WORSE for
John,

s John helped Jesus share a better understanding of God with the people but lost his own freedom
because of it

Our Mission:

e The Good News is always that God's love, grace, mercy, healing and abundance is available for
us.

s When we pay attention to God and share what we have received from God, then we are helping
the world see and know how God's way is the better way to live for ALL of us.



Stewardship & Liturgical Life

€ WeShare

Did you know you canmake your donations automatically?
You canenroll at htips://st-irene churchgiving com
orhy contacting Fred Schlick at
630-393-2400 x114
husinessmanager(@st-irene.org
i orhy clicking on the QR Code.

Thank you for supporting
our Parish!

LY

d Collection on December 13- 14

Please give generously to
the upcoming collection.

Retirement Fund
for Religious

DONATE BLOOD

WARRENVILLE VFW POST #8081
BLOOD DRIVE

Saturday
December

13

7:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Community Room
38371 Mignin
P.O. Box 6
WARRENVILLE, IL 60555
EVERY 2 SECONDS IN
THE U.S SOMEONE
NEEDS BLOOD

*GOVERNMENT PHOTO ID REQUIRED*

Appointments appreciated; Walk-Ins
welcomed! To schedule, go to
www.versiti.org/IL, load the Versiti Donor
app, call (800) 7TO-GIVE, or scan the QR

code
\F versiti

Blood Center of Illinois

EVERY DONATION
SAVES UP TO 2 LIVES!

Let’s MAKE
Disciples
for Jesus!?

See the flock notes for the next excerpt of
Bishop Hicks’ MAKE pastoral letter.

Third Week of Advent — December 14:

* Represents: Joy

* Candle Name: the Shepherd’s Candle

* Candle Color: Pink, this third candle is pink and
symbolizes rejoicing. During this third week of
Advent, we are filled with joy for the near arrival of
Jesus on Christmas day.

This Sunday is often called “Gaudete Sunday” as we

reflect on the joy the shepherds felt at the birth of Jesus.
Dynamic Catholic

Help Our
ﬁ I Neighborhood Pantry

Items that are always needed, which people can drop off
at the food pantry on Mondays and Thursdays between
2:30 and 5:00 pm:

Canned corn, Canned fruit (any variety)

Rice: 11b or 2 Ib bags, Pasta

Canned tuna, chicken, or beans

Cooking Oil, Kraft macaroni & cheese

Breakfast foods, Cereal, Oats
To receive food, come for "in person" shopping at the
pantry on Sundays 1:00-3:00pm and Tuesdays 11:00am-
1:00pm. For those who cannot come in person or prefer
not to, we also offer an order ahead program where they
can pre-order online (go to orderahead.org and click on the
IPC site) and then drive thru and pick up the order on
Thursdays from 5:00pm-6:30pm.

Our Neighborhood Pantry serves all of Warrenville.
Drop donations off at 29W260 Batavia Road (next door to
Immanuel Presbyterian Church).
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Tree

Tags are on the Giving
Trees in the vestibule.
Please return gifts by

A December 14.

This year we will be supporting:
*Warrenville Youth Center

*Bridge Community Families




December 13-14| After all Masses

Birthday/Anniversary Masses & Hospitality:
Birthday or anniversary in December? Contact the
Parish office and indicate which Mass you will be
attending. Join us for hospitality too!

December 15| 6:00pm

Little Flowers Girls Club: Girls 5 and up and
their Moms join us to learn about our Catholic
heritage, faith, and traditions meet in the Mobiles.

December 16 | 5:30pm

Catholic Parent Night: Mark your calendars for
the Formed Catholic Parents series. All parents are
welcome.

December 17 | Wednesdays 7:00pm

Choir Practice: Contact Ellen Coman if you
would like to join voices with our choir.

December 19 | Fridays 1:00pm
Daytime Small Christian Communities: Join
us to read and discuss the scriptures for the weekend.

December 20 | 12:00pm
Knights of Columbus Cornhole: Join us in the
ACU for some cornhole fun!

December 21 | 10:00am

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: Join us for
Liturgy of the Word for Children at 10:00am Mass.

December 21 | 11:00am

High School Teen Group: Come to 10:00am
Mass and join us for food, fun, and faith
afterwards in the Mobiles!

December 21 | 1:30pm

Lay Carmelite Meeting: Monthly meeting held
in ACL, for info contact Debbie at 708-363-1753.

Upcoming Events 7

Join us on Sunday after Masses for
Hospitality in the ACL.

SN Faig, 5 0 .
: Religious Education

Schedule and

Upcoming Events
December 16 — Catholic Parent Night — Parish Center
December 23 — No RE
December 25 — Christmas Day
December 30 — No RE

st. Ireg,
3
topew®

Advent and Christmas Schedule

Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast
Saturday, December 13, 5:30PM

Christmas Eve - Wednesday, December 24
* 4:00PM - Christmas Vigil Mass
* 10:00PM - Christmas Carols and Anthems
 10:30PM - Christmas Mass at Night

Christmas Day - Thursday, December 25
¢ 8:00AM - Christmas Mass at Dawn
* 10:00AM - Christmas Mass During the Day

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God
Thursday, January 1, 9:00AM

Epiphany- Saturday, January 3
* 4:30PM Vigil Mass

Epiphany - Sunday, January 4
* 8:00AM Mass
e 10:00AM Mass
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A CLOSING IMPACT REPORT

pROJECTED RESULTS FOR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 3 2s




OPEN YOUR HEART TO GOD'S GOODNESS
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2025 CMAA CLOSING IMPACT REPORT
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2025 CMAA CLOSING IMPACT REPORT
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EII the Plumber

Ed the Carpenter

630.663.1444
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LET'S GROW YDllH BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Alicia White

awhite@4LPi.com

(800) 950-9952 x9783

Support our Parish!

instanthy create and
purchase an ad with
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« Family/Friends « GPS & Fall Alert
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SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

DOES YOUR NONPR
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A NEWSLETTER?

Engoging. od-supporiad

print ond digital newsietiers
¥

to reach your communit
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' WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES
BE YOURSELF

BRING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.
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Get it And forget it

St. Irene Church, Warrenville, IL
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