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www.st-irene.org 

630-393-2400 

https://st-irene.churchgiving.com 

www.facebook.com/StIreneChurch 

Welcome! 
       Join us for Mass! 
  Weekday Mass 
    Tuesday, Thursday, Friday | 7:00am 
   Wednesday | 12:00pm 
 

  Weekend Mass 
   Saturday | Vigil 5:00pm 
   Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am 
 

  Confessions 
   After any Mass, by Appointment, or on the    
  Third Thursday of the Month at 6:30pm 
 

   Church Open for Visiting  
   Mon. & Wed. 8:30am-4:00pm, Tue. & Thu. 
   7:30am-4:00pm, Fri. 7:30am-3:00pm 
 

STAFF DIRECTORY 
PASTOR:  Rev. Fr . Clive Otieno x113 -                  
fr.clive@st-irene.org 
 

DEACONS:   
Brad Hentz x130 - brad_hentz@yahoo.com 
Joe Urso x130 - joe@st-irene.org 
 

PARISH LIFE AND LITURGY  
COORDINATOR:       
Pamela Keating x120 - pamela@st-irene.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC:  
Ellen Coman x123 - ellen@st-irene.org 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER:   
Fred Schlick x114 - businessmanager@st-irene.org 
 

OFFICE MANAGER (Habla español):   
Yvonne Aranda x119 - yvonne@st-irene.org 
 

ADMIN. ASSISTANT:  Pat Jackowiak x110 -         
parishoffice@st-irene.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION AND  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  
Craig Mazur x122 craig@st-irene.org 
 

RE ADMIN. ASSISTANT AND PARISH  
REGISTRAR:  
Julie Duquette x116 - julie@st-irene.org 
 

MAINTENANCE:  
Jose Gomez - call Parish Office 



 2 Prayer & Worship 

   HEAVENLY FATHER, WE PRAY FOR… 
 
   Patti (Conley) Kras  Jean Roe  Dcn. Bob True  
   Mary Ann True  Gina LaRocco Goddard     Augie Juricic, Jr.  
   Augie Juricic, III         Terri Juricic  Katie Kennedy  
   Ken Di Iulio   Connie Dyas  Rachel Jarasius  
   Dan Sorenson   Chuck Detwiler  Marco Inserro  
   Diane Kroll   Rosemary Maher Jennnifer Wingelnik 
   Bob Mudge   Karen Schrimpl  Rebecca Aranda 
   Dianne Kroll 
 
   **Names will remain on the list for 3 months; please notify the parish office to add or  
       remove names.  

             
WEEKLY READINGS 

   
   Monday: Rom 8:12-17/ 
   Ps 68:2 and 4, 6-7ab, 20-21/ 
   Lk 13:10-17 
 
   Tuesday: Rom 8:18-25/ 
   Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6/ 
   Lk 13:18-21 
 
   Wednesday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/ 
   Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/ 
   1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a 
 
   Thursday: Wis 4:7-14/ 
   Ps 25:6, and 7b, 17-18,  
   20-21/Rom 5:17-21/ 
   Mt 11:25-30 
 
   Friday: Rom 9:1-5/ 
   Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/ 
   Lk 14:1-6 
 
   Saturday: Rom 11:1-2a,  
   11-12, 25-29/Ps 94:12-13a,  
   14-15, 17-18/Lk 14:1, 7-11 
 
   Sunday: Mal 1:14b—2:2b,  
   8-10/Ps 131:1, 2, 3/ 
   1 Thes 2:7b-9, 13/ 
   Mt 23:1-12 

 

   MASS INTENTIONS 
 
   Saturday, October 28, 5PM   Thursday, November 2, 7AM  
   †Suzanne Cirock / Dorothy Cirock †Tom Cosgrove / Family 
   †Oan Kovach / Claudio & Sharon Levato 
 
   Sunday, October 29. 8AM   Friday, November 3, 7AM  
   St. Irene Parish Family  †Derren Zic / 1st Anniversary 
   †Maria Alagma Siele/Berning & Siele Families  
 
   Sunday, October 29, 10AM   Saturday, November 4, 5PM  
   †Brian Lambert / Family  †Mary Hughes / Judi Lovelace 
   †Dee Dieter / St. Irene Women of Faith †Simone Romanos / Judi Lovelace 
 
   Tuesday, October 31, 7AM   Sunday, November 5, 8AM  
   †Leonard Glodowski/Veronica Glodowski St. Irene Parish Family 
     †Catherine Siele/Berning & Siele Families 
 
   Wednesday, November 1, 12PM  Sunday, November 5, 10AM   
   †William Baker / Family  Karen Schrimpl/Jim Wydick & Sandy Green 
        †Don O’Connor / Family 
            

   Contact the Parish Office for submitting Mass intentions.  
† = Deceased 

Condolences to the Family of  

Robert Johanek 
Husband of Karen Johanek 

 
Entered eternal life  
on October 17, 2023 

   OBSERVANCES for the Week of Oct 29 
 
Tuesday: All Hallow’s Eve 
Wednesday: All Saints 
Thursday: All Souls’ Day 
Friday: St. Mar tin de Por res, Religious 
Saturday: St. Char les Borromeo, Bishop 
Sunday: 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time; Daylight 
 Saving Time Ends; National Vocation  
 Awareness Week 



 

 

Eucharistic Revival at St. Irene 
 
 

3   From the Pastor 

 

September 13 through December 7 - “Be Formed” 
Small Group Study 
 

September - First Communion Timeline display in 
the Narthex, send us your pictures! (yvonne@st-irene.org) 
 

October - New Euchar istic Prayer for after   
Communion 
 

October - Enhanced Adoration - See Flames of 
Faith article on page 5 
 

November 26 - Chr ist the King Procession 
 

November 26-December 25 - Eucharistic Art  
Exhibit 

Stay tuned for other events! 

 

God’s Love Unites Us! 
 

Thank you to all parishioners who have completed 
and submitted your Commitment Card. For those 

parishioners who have not yet had the opportunity to submit their card, a 
final letter will be mailed to you with a personalized Commitment Card.  
We invite all faithful parishioners to complete a card as our parish goal is 
100% participation! You may return your card by: 
• mailing it to the church using the pre-addressed envelope included with 

the letter, 
• or bringing it to Mass next Sunday, 
• or you may visit our parish website at www.st-irene.org and complete 

an electronic Commitment Card. 
 

All Cards need to be returned to the parish by Sunday, November 19. 
 

As a friendly reminder, electronic giving is an easy, safe and secure way to 
support St. Irene. To set-up a recurring weekly or monthly gift or to make a 
one-time donation directly from your bank account or credit card, please 
visit our website and follow the instructions.  

We are grateful for your support! 

 



 4 Parish Community 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!   
Call the Parish Office or register on-line on our website. 

 

BAPTISMS: For  information, call Craig Mazur  on x122. 
MARRIAGES: Call the Par ish Office to ar range preparation at least 6 months in advance. 

SICK CALLS: Call the Par ish Office. 
RECONCILIATION: After  any Mass, by Appointment, or  on the Third Thursday of the Month at 6:30pm 

FUNERALS: The Pastoral Staff works with families to plan the Funeral Mass, call the Par ish Office. 
CRISIS PRAYER CHAIN: Contact Deacon Joe Urso at 630-853-2070 or at joe.urso@outlook.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME to the St. Irene Family! 
Xavier Matthew Senese 
To be Baptized October 29, 2023 

 
Xavier, may God bless you on your special day 

and may He guide your family through the years 
as they share His love with you. 

 

Who are the Lay Carmelites? 
 

Would you like to strengthen your friendship with 
Jesus? Deepen your relationship with Mary?  
Perhaps you are being called to be a  
Lay Carmelite. 
 

The Lay Carmelite Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary (also 
known as the Third Order of Carmel) are lay Catholics who 
strive to follow the path of Carmel, a religious order of the 
Catholic Church that is more than 800 years old. With Blessed 
Virgin Mary and the prophet Elijah as our models, we seek to 
live in allegiance to Jesus Christ through prayer, community, 
and service. 
 

A lay Carmelite community meets monthly at St. Irene.  
Anyone who is interested in learning more can contact  

Debbie Andrle at 708-363-1753 or  
email - debbie.andrle24@gmail.com 

Our New Parish Families: 
• Daniel & Ashley Grady 
• Alexander Hunter & Julia Gallagher 
• Paul & Linda Wasicki 



 5 Faith Formation 



 6 Stewardship & Liturgical Life 

 
 
 

Did you know you can make your donations automatically? 
You can enroll at https://st-irene.churchgiving.com  

or by contacting Fred Schlick at  
630-393-2400 x114  

businessmanager@st-irene.org 
or by clicking on the QR Code. 
Thank you for supporting 

our Parish! 

Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal  
(CMAA) Update Through Oct. 22, 2023 

Thank you for your support. Please contact the Diocesan  
Development Office with any questions you may have about 

your pledge at 815-838-8515. 

Thank you to all who gave generously.  
We collected over $1,500! 

For more information and to give  
on-line: https://www.propfaith.net/PMSOnlineDonation/

PageSource/OrderInfo.aspx 

 

Knights of Columbus  
Annual Feed My Starving Children  

Food-Packing  
  

Come join fellow parishioners at the FMSC facility at 
555 Exchange Ct. in Aurora on  

Saturday, November 4, 9:00-10:45am.   
No experience is necessary.  Individuals over the age 
of 5 are welcome to participate. Get the entire family 
involved in this worthy cause.  To participate, register 

at fmsc.org/get-involved/volunteer.  Look for  
"St. Irene Knights of Columbus" and complete  
information.  Questions, contact Joe Kubal at 

jdrk4715@aol.com.  

 
Knights of Columbus  

Intellectual Disabilities  
“Tootsie Roll”  

Fund Drive in October  
  

We continue to host a GoFundMe Page for the month of 
October. To contr ibute choose the GoFundMe link for   
“St. Irene Intellectual Disabilities Fund Drive”. The virtual 
drive is targeted to be conducted within the St. Irene and  

Warrenville Communities. 

Join us for Mass on the Solemnity of  
All Saints at 12:00pm and 7:00pm 

All Souls’ Mass November 2 at 
7:00PM 

Please join us for this beautiful  
   Mass as we remember our departed loved ones.  

Feel  free to bring a photo of your loved one.  

 
Pardon the inconvenience and 
dust … our church bathrooms 

are being remodeled! 
Only one bathroom at a time 
will be available for the next 

couple of weeks. 



 

7 Upcoming Events 
 

   November 23 | 9:00am Mass 
   Thanksgiving Day! Join us for Mass to give  
   thanks for all The Lord has given us. 

  December 16 | Starts with 10:00 Mass 
  Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe: The Knights  
   of Columbus are sponsoring a pilgrimage to the  
   shrine. No bus will be provided. For information  
   contact Joe Kubal at jdrk4715@aol.com. 

  November 11-12| All Masses 
  Birthday/Anniversary Masses & Hospitality:  
   Do you have a birthday or anniversary in November?  
   Contact the Parish Office and indicate which Mass  
   you will be attending. Then join us for blessings and  
   Hospitality! Pizza after the 5:00pm Mass and coffee  
   and donuts after the 8:00am and 10:00am Masses.  
   Come meet some new parishioners and see old  
   friends! 

  December 13 | 6:30pm 
  Advent Mission/Reconciliation: Join us for our   
   Advent parish mission and reconciliation with  
   Fr. Dennis Spies. 

  November 19 | 10:00am 
   Children’s Liturgy of the Word: Join us for  
   Liturgy of the Word for Children at 10:00AM Mass. 

  December 2-3 | After All Masses 
  Star of Bethlehem Olive Wood Crafts: Hand- 
  Carved Olive Wood gifts will be available. Proceeds  
  benefit Catholic schools in the Holy Land. 

   November 26 | After 10:00am Mass 
   Church Cleaning Day!: Bring your family, there  
   is something for everyone to do! Contact Katie  
   Augustynowicz at 630-772-3171. 

  December 8 | 7:00pm 
  Immaculate Conception: Join us for Mass to  
  celebrate our mother Mary. 

 
There’s more to the craft fair 
than crafts! We hope you’ve 

made plans to attend the  
Heavenly Handmade Craft Fair 

Saturday, November 4 
 

Not only will there be unique 
handmade creations to get your 
holiday shopping off to an early start, but there will be a 
fabulous dining raffle including these fine restaurants:  
Gia Mia  Lou Malnati’s      Suzette’s Creperie  
Kilwin’s  Maggiano’s      The Burger Social  
Maypole  Graham’s Chocolates  

 
The craft fair is the only place you can buy tickets for the 
dining raffle. Tickets will also be sold for the “Everlasting 

Garden” quilt, ideal for winter snuggles.  



Bishop Hicks’ Column 
October 2023 
CONTEMPLATING THE CONVOCATION 
 
 

 

BESIDES CELEBRATING MASS ON 
SUNDAYS, a question people 
frequently ask me is, “What do 
priests do during the week?” My 
initial response is that priesthood 
is so much more than a 9-to-5 
job—it is more like a 24/7 
vocation.  
 
A priest is called to serve God and 
His people, and to assist his 

bishop by governing, teaching, and sanctifying. In 
modern times, it may seem like a priest is expected to 
be able to administer with an MBA, counsel with the 
spirituality of the saints, offer a love for the poor of 
Saint Mother Teresa, maintain the constant energy of a 
newly ordained priest, and resolve issues with the 
wisdom of a seasoned pastor.    
 
While it is virtually impossible to embody all those 
expectations, leading a parish with a wide variety of 
ministries and missions in the Catholic Church has 
become more complicated and challenging. Therefore, 
there is a growing need to attend to the professional 
development and spiritual growth of priests. In the 
Diocese of Joliet, we are blessed to have a director of 
on-going formation for priests, Father Sunny Castillo, 
who currently also serves as pastor of Mary Queen of 
Heaven Parish in Elmhurst.   
 
Besides coordinating a variety of programs for 
spiritual, educational, and professional growth, Father 
Sunny and a dedicated team of priests, staff, and 
volunteers also organize a bi-annual convocation. This 
September, the priests of the diocese all gathered at 
our four-day convocation to pray, grow in 
camaraderie, and learn from a series of talks 
presented by Sister Miriam James Heidland from the 
Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity. 
 
Sister Miriam’s daily topics highlighted our theme,  
The Journey of the Priestly Heart: Building a Eucharistic 
Legacy in the Priesthood. At the very beginning, she 
said that one of the greatest dangers to priests is “a 
hardening of heart.” Using a powerful example, she 
explained that after the child Jesus was found in the 
temple, the Gospel says that the Holy Family returned 
home, and Jesus grew.  
 

She warned us, “Woe is the day you stop growing as 
priests.” This stirring advice is good not only for priests, 
but also to anyone, especially when it comes to the 
spiritual life. 
 
I wish space allowed me to share all her many other 
valuable teachings. Towards the end of the convocation, 
after Sister Miriam had departed, I pointed out to 
everyone that she has a true and deep respect for 
priests. I was moved to say, “I hope you love your 
priesthood as much as she does.” 
 
Besides listening to Sister Miriam’s presentations, we also 
celebrated daily Mass, prayed the Liturgy of the Hours, 
and had the opportunity to pray a rosary, Divine Mercy 
Chaplet and daily holy hour with adoration and 
benediction. And between the prayers and talks, the 
priests shared with each other their struggles, their 
triumphs, and their leadership insights.  
 
Evenings were spent enjoying rare social time with 
brother priests. At one dinner, we honored those marking 
a special jubilee year of their priesthood. The next 
evening, we celebrated our upcoming 75th anniversary as 
a diocese. Not only did we enjoy good food and 
conversation, but we competed in a friendly trivia game 
to see who knew the most about the history of the 
Diocese of Joliet. What a joy to learn more about the 
deep roots and richness of our diocese! 
 
The last day of the convocation allowed me the 
opportunity to give a “state of the union” presentation in 
which I shared a good deal of information and issues, 
including a Q-and-A session and groupwide dialogue. 
Appropriately, before departing, we gathered for Mass 
one more time to thank God for all the blessings and 
fruits of the convocation. 
 
I left the convocation with a smile on my face, deeply 
grateful to God for the time and space to renew our 
minds, bodies, and souls as a presbyterate. My gratitude 
bubbled over for our priests, and all the clergy, religious, 
and laity who make this Church so vibrant and wonderful.  
 
May we all continue to grow in the knowledge, love, and 
service of the Lord and each other.     

 

View a convocation 
photo at diojoliet.org 

 

https://www.diojoliet.org/
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and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Larry Steiner
 

lsteiner@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2102
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