January

2NP SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them, “What are you looking
for?” They said to him, “Rabbi”—which translated means Teacher— “where are you
staying?” He said to them, “Come, and you will see.” - Jn 1:38-39a

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

@ 28W441 Warrenville Rd., Warrenville, IL 60555
<>

\. 630-393-2400

@ parishoffice(@st-irene.org
Regular Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30am-4:00pm
Friday 8:30am-3:00pm

@ WWW.st-irene.org

% https://st-irene.churchgiving.com

ﬂ www.facebook.com/StlreneChurch

St. Irene
Catholic Parish

Welcome!

Join us for Mass!

Weekday Mass

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday | 7:00am
Wednesday | 12:00pm

Weekend Mass
Saturday | Vigil 5:00pm
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am

Confessions

After any Mass, by Appointment, or on the
Third Thursday of the Month at 6:30pm

Church Open for Visiting
Mon. & Wed. 8:30am-4:00pm, Tue. & Thu.
7:30am-4:00pm, Fri. 7:30am-3:00pm

STAFF DIRECTORY

PASTOR: Rev. Fr. Clive Otieno x113 -
fr.clive@st-irene.org

DEACONS:
Brad Hentz x130 - brad_hentz@yahoo.com
Joe Urso x130 - joe@st-irene.org

PARISH LIFE AND LITURGY
COORDINATOR:
Pamela Keating x120 - pamela@st-irene.org

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC:
Ellen Coman x123 - ellen@st-irene.org

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Fred Schlick x114 - businessmanager@st-irene.org

OFFICE MANAGER (Habla espaiiol):
Yvonne Aranda x119 - yvonne@st-irene.org

ADMIN. ASSISTANT: Pat Jackowiak x110 -
parishoffice@st-irene.org
DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION AND

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
Craig Mazur x122 craig@st-irene.org

RE ADMIN. ASSISTANT AND PARISH
REGISTRAR:
Julie Duquette x116 - julie@st-irene.org

Youl[MiT3) https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmMels6ydHjTID98ZZb_VcA MAINTENANCE: call Parish Office




2 Prayer & Worship

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, January 13, 5SPM

+Karen Schrimpl / Alison & Keenan

+Maria Pittet / Levato Family

Sunday, January 14, 8AM
St. Irene Parish Family
+Daniel Sorenson / Family

Sunday, January 14, 10AM
+Craig Farmer / Farmer Family

+Bob Johanek / Kubalanza Family

Tuesday, January 16, 7AM
+Lucille Perri / 1st Anniversary

Wednesday, January 17, 12PM
+Ted Mlsna / Joanne

Thursday, January 18, 7AM
tWilliam Baker / Family

Friday, January 19, 7AM
tFrederick Thulin / Kristen Kocan

Saturday, January 20, SPM
tRick Lovelace / Judi Lovelace
Special Intention / Jarosz Family

Sunday, January 21, 8AM
St. Irene Parish Family
+Bill Talz / Family

Sunday, January 21, 10AM
+Anita Masters / Jean Deluco
+Bob Johanek / Fran Crossley

Contact the Parish Office for submitting Mass intentions.

+ = Deceased

HEAVENLY FATHER, WE PRAY FOR...

Patti (Conley) Kras Jean Roe Dcn. Bob True
Mary Ann True Gina LaRocco Goddard ~ Augie Juricic, Jr.
Augie Juricic, 111 Terri Juricic Katie Kennedy
Ken Di Iulio Rachel Jarasius Chuck Detwiler
Marco Inserro Diane Kroll Rosemary Maher
Jennnifer Wingelnik Bob Mudge Rebecca Aranda
Fr. Jim Antiporek Liam Kracky Robert Parker

Bernie Niewoehner

**Names will remain on the list for 3 months; please notify the parish office to add or

remove names.

OBSERVANCES for the Week of Jan 14

Monday: Martin Luther King Day
Wednesday: St. Anthony, Abbot
Thursday: January 18-25 is the Week of Prayer

for Christian Unity

Saturday: St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr;

St. Sebastian, Martyr

Sunday: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

WEEKLY READINGS

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/
Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and
23/Mk 2:18-22

Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13/
Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28/
Mk 2:23-28

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33,
37,40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/
Mk 3:1-6

Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9;
19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a,
10b-11, 12-13/Mk 3:7-12

Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21/
Ps 57:2,3-4, 6 and 11/
Mk 3:13-19

Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4,
11-12, 19, 23-27/Ps 80:2-3,
5-7/Mk 3:20-21

Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10/
Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (4a)/
1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20




From the Pastor 3

The Bible gives us next to no personal information about
the disciples. There is no archdiocesan newspaper profile
on Andrew and Simon that can give us insight into who
they were before they became St. Andrew, Inaugural
Disciple and Announcer of the Messiah, and St. Peter,
First Pope and the Rock-Upon-Which-Christ-Built-His-

Church.
Those Who Seek The Truth Yet I find myself insatiably curious about it. What was
—Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman their childhood like? What games did they play with each

other as the sun set, before their mother called them into
bed? What did they think of as they fell asleep at night?
What secret jokes did they share to make each other

o ; .
and clergy alike — I hound them all to give me an laugh? What were they afraid of? What did they hope

; ) ) for? Who did they want to be?

interview, and when I do, the answer is almost always

this: “You don’t want to talk to me. There’s nothing Before they were towering figures of salvation history,
special about me.” Simon and Andrew were just two men searching for the
truth. When they looked at Christ, there was something
that made it click. Perhaps they themselves could not
identify what it was, but their hearts whispered it
nonetheless: There it is. We finally found it.

In my work as a freelance writer, I have a regular
column in the archdiocesan paper writing profiles of
ordinary people in the local church. Laity, religious,

I always try to convince them that there is something
remarkable about everyone who is searching for the
truth. It is easy to think we are not made for holiness
because we are ordinary people with ordinary habits,
ordinary abilities, and ordinary sins. It is easy (and very Isn’t that the best we can all hope for?

convenient) to designate holiness as something “Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to

belonging to Better People. People like the saints. . X o .
People like the Disciples. gﬁg What are you looking for: John 1:38

A Right-to-Life Poem by Deacon Joe Urso

After reading an article from the Long Island Star Journal newspaper, Long Island, New York, dated April 16,
1982, titled, “A Retarded’s Right to Live and be Loved” I penned this poem.
Once there lived a baby named “Infant Doe,” who only God knows where his life will go.

They say his conditions are “grim” because of Down’s Syndrome in him; All he wanted though, was to live and be
loved from within.

Why did you order my feedings withheld? When all [ wanted was to live and be held!

You planned a meeting at nine to appoint a legal guardian of mine; But all [ wanted was to live and be loved at nine!
I was denied my life to live because | had not long to live.

Time ran out due to conditions of pride; Why did you not help this young body of mine instead?

You loved me, so you say, that your decisions were not gray; O how I wanted to live! You see, it was I who starved,
and did not live to see another day!

Even though I have a legal right to live; If I am small, the decisions are out of my control.

The offer to adopt me comes as no surprise, because you see; There are still many prizes held within me!
I too believe that every person, no matter who they are or what their age, has a right to live.

Even though I may only live an hour, I should still be given a chance to live and be loved each hour.

God loves you, "Infant Doe”; Even if I do not know how to live, and love, as I go.



Parish Community

HOSPITALITY
THIS SUNDAY!!!

s1. IRENE CATHOI.IC CHURCH

i

53RD ANNVAL
February 17, 2024 6:00pm - 10:00pm
THE TRADITION CONTINVES!

HOW YOU CAN HELP!
<& BE A SPONSOR
& DONATE A SILENT AUCTION ITEM
& ENTER YOUR CHILI
& DONATE BOTTLES OF WINE OR LIQUOR
& PURCHASE 50/50 RAFFLE TICKETS
' VOLUNTEER TO HELP THAT NIGHT!

Contact Pamela Keating for more information
about the Chili Cook-off at pamela@st-irene.org

Join us for coffee and
donuts after Masses
this Sunday

Shirley Cosgrove
Rosario Herbst
Cathy Kott
‘”éarllann Riedl
JDianne Urso

Tracy Gregory
Amanda Jarzynski
Terri Kussman
Patrick Riedl )
Sophia Zaletanskiy

&

Kevin & Shannon Druley .
Don & Barbara Mathieu
James & Barbara Sevenich

28th Annual
Knights of Columbus
Super Bowl Raffle

ST. IRENE’S LUNCH BUNCH

¢

0{)‘ MINISTRY SOUP LUNCH
% OQj FEBRUARY 1, 11:30-2:00pm
in the ACL

GUEST SPEAKER: FIRE CHIEF ANDREW DINA
Please join us in faith and fellowship as we enjoy a nice warm
bowl of soup(s) in the upcoming chilly winter days of
February!! Breads, beverages, and desserts will also be
supplied!! FYT - if you have a certain “non-alcholic” drink you
prefer, please feel free to bring it.

RSVP To: Anna Saake/call, text or email

annasaake1960@gmail.com or 630-456-0644
FREE WILL DONATION

Parishioners and Friends, you are
once again invited to participate in
the annual Knights of Columbus Super Bowl Raffle to be held
on February 11, during the Super Bowl game.

Buy your raffle tickets early to take advantage of three early
drawings. Early Bird drawings that cover the cost of a ticket
will be held on Jan. 14, Jan. 28 and Feb. 4. Early bird raffle
winners remain eligible for drawings on Super Bowl Sunday.

Download the ticket order form from https://st-irenekofc.org/
wp-content/uploads/2023/11/
SuperBowlIRaffleOrderForm2024.pdf
and follow the directions on how to return your payment and
tickets. You may also contact James Halama at
jrhalama@comcast.net or at 630-433-6240.

Month

NEW PARISHIONERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

Call the Parish Office or register on-line on our website.

BAPTISMS: Call Craig Mazur on x122.

" MARRIAGES: Call the Parish Office to arrange preparation at least 6
months in advance.

RECONCILIATION: After any Mass, on the Third Thursday of the

at 6:30pm, or by Appointment.

FUNERALS: The Pastoral Staff works with families to plan the
Funeral Mass, call the Parish Office.
CRISIS PRAYER CHAIN: Contact Deacon Joe Urso at 630-853-2070




Super Bowl 2024 Raffle—Order Your Tickets Now!

Use the ticket forms below to order your tickets. Early bird drawings will be held Jan. 14, Jan. 28 & Feb. 4, 2024.
Please make check out to St. Irene Knights of Columbus and send to below:

James Halama
27W100 Galusha Ave.
Warrenville, IL 60555

‘f t. Irene Knights of Columbus Football Raffle

$25 Raffle Ticket 2-$250, 2-$125, 6-$50, 7-$25 Cash Prizes

Cash prizes based on 100 tickets sold
See below for details

Super Bowl Sunday  garly Bird Drawings Jan. 14, Jan. 28 & Feb. 4
Feb. 11, 2024

St. Irene Parish
28W441 Warrenville Rd.,

Warrenville, IL F aith

Proceeds Benefit Knights of Columbus Programs

St. Irene Knights of Columbus
Super Bowl Raffle Feb 11, 2024

Name
Phone:
Email:

43 M. Irene Knights of Columbus Football Raffle

525 Raff ket 250 2318 0355 ot i

See below for details
Super Bowl Sunday Early Bird Drawings Jan. 14, Jan. 28 & Feb. 4
Feb. 11, 2024

St. Irene Parish
28W441 Warrenville Rd.,

Warrenville, IL HOp ¢

Proceeds Benefit Knights of Columbus Programs

St. Irene Knights of Columbus
Super Bowl Raffle Feb.11, 2024

Name:
Phone:
Email:

£ St. Irene Knights of Columbus Football Rafle

8§50 Raffe Ticket 502550 63107350 Co i

See below for details
Super Bowl Sunday Early Bird Drawings Jan. 14, Jan. 28 & Feb. 4
Feb. 11, 2024

St. Irene Parish
28W441 Warrenville Rd.,

Warrenville, IL C h arity

Proceeds Benefit Knights of Columbus Programs

.
.
.
.

Name
Phone:

St. Irene Knights of Columbus
Super Bowl Raffle Feb. 11, 2024

Email

Early-Bird Drawings: Drawings will be held Jan. 14, Jan. 28 & Feb. 4. Each entry can only win once during the early-bird drawings, but remains eligible
for the drawings on Super Bowl Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024.

Raffle on Super Bowl Sunday: Prior to the start of the football game, for each respective pool 100 number pairs will be randomly assigned to each raffle
ticket holder, from (0,0) through (9,9). During the football game, one cash prize will be awarded to the person holding the winning number pair each time a
team scores; a touchdown plus points after constitutes one score. The winning number pair is comprised as follows: the least significant digit (right most
digit) in the NFC team score constitutes the first number, and the least significant digit of the AFC team constitutes the second number in the pair. The cash
prize amount is determined by a random drawing from the available cash prize pool. The remainder, if any, at the game’s end will be awarded by random
drawing of those raffle tickets not having a winning combination during the football game.

The pool of 17 cash prizes are based on 100 tickets sold for each pool. The number of cash prizes and the total cash amount awarded may be reduced to
maintain the same winning odds (0.17) and 50% payout of ticket receipts. In the event of multiple raffles being conducted, cash prizes may be pooled. Fifty
percent of the raffle ticket receipts will be used to support St. Irene Knights of Columbus programs.




Catholic Kids Column
“SPEAK, LORD,

for your servant is listening”

You are navigating through a crucial
stage of life where you are discovering

your identity and purpose. In the midst of
all the noise and distractions, it is
essential to learn how to hear God's voice. w

Just like Samuel in the first reading, you
have the incredible opportunity to develop
a personal relationship with God and
discern His guidance for your life.

At first Samuel does not respond to the Lord's
call, but God does not give up. Eli helps Samuel
understand that he must listen for the voice of God.
The call of Samuel shows the importance of obedient
listening. Samuel listens and responds to God's call to be
a prophet.

God wants to speak to you directly, guiding you,
comforting you, and revealing His plans for your future.
By learning to listen to His voice and obeying His
commands, you can experience a deep and fulfilling faith
Journey.

Dear God, thank you for the example of Samuel,
who faithfully listened to your voice and obeyed your
commands. Help us to cultivate a deep desire to hear

your voice and the willingness to obey. Speak to us
clearly and guide us in our daily lives. We pray for open
ears and receptive hearts to receive your messages. In
your name, we ask for your guidance and wisdom.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

youthgroupministry.com

o Lent Parish Mission
Save and Reconciliation Service
\the |

March 11,12, & 13
Featuring Catholic Speaker
Maggie Craig

7 PM each night in Church

More information coming soon!

Learn more about Maggie at
www.maggie-craig.com

Faith Formation

“God invites us to know Him
in mysterious ways. What
matters isn’t that we grasp
why. What matters is whether
or not we say ‘yes.” There’s no
more powerful way to do that
than to turn to Him in the
Eucharist.”

Sister Helena Burns
Beautiful Eucharist

The quote above is from “Beautiful Eucharist”
from Dynamic Catholic. If you did not receive
your copy, it will be available to use for
reflection during evening Adoration.

46 PM Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Holy Hour
47 PM The Holy Rosary

Flames of Faith Intentions

A votive candle may be placed on the altar with the
Blessed Sacrament durin% evening Adoration labeled
with your specific intention.

To request an intention, return
one of the envelopes found on
the information table in the
2l | Narthex to the parish office or in
2| the Sunday collection with your
donation éu ested $5). Candle
intentions will be published in the
" bulletin on January 21.

THE CATHOLIC FAITH.
ON DEMAND.

FORMED

\f '

A 3
f Lenge afS, Wf

“
CATHOLIC FOSTER &ADOPTION STORIES

An offering from th

AUGUSTINE INSTITUTE and IgRatius press

Springs of Love
Catholic Foster & Adoption Stories

Springs of Love encourages, educates, and equips Catholics to discern
and live out the call to foster and adopt. As Catholics, we know how
God has adopted us into His own family. This deeply rooted
understanding gives us a new lens on His generosity and love as it
shines through in the lives of those touched by fosterin%and adoption.
This series features inspiring real stories of vulnerable children and the
families who love them.

Our parish has a FORMED subscription. Visit formed.org/signup and select our parish.
Scan the QR code to download the FORMED app to your phone.




Stewardship & Liturgical Life

Sunday Building/Maintenance
Offertory Fund
$13,617.25 $1,574.00
CAR NEEDED
COMMUNITIES

One of our Bridge families was recently involved in an
accident and her car was totaled. She is a single mother
with a special needs child. She has been in the Bridge
program for a year and has been working diligently
toward financial security. This tragic accident has put
that goal at risk.

Can you help? We are looking for someone who has a
car they may want to donate, someone who has a used car
that they would be willing to sell at a discount, or
individuals willing to help financially with donations
toward a used car purchase.

If you can help in anyway, please reach out to Bridge
Committee chair Bob LaDeur at 630-918-5121.

\ o

—

Support the Collection for the Church in Latin America
For more information visit -

St. Irene's Lunch Bunch would like to thank the Knights
of Columbus, Women of Faith, St. Irene's Parish and our
Lunch Bunch Angel for their generous donations
towards our Christmas Luncheon and those who brought
baked goods and donated food items and decorations.

I especially want to give a big shout out to our Talented
Musicians: Irma Conley, John Muhlenfeld, Jack Gorski
and Barb Inithar who came through in a pinch to
entertain us - what fun everyone had!.

This day could not be complete without the wonderful
Ministers who stepped up and helped with the prep,
serving and cleanup - Diane Lichtenberg, Pam Moseley,
Cindy and Brian Naberhaus, Loraine Nemo, Sharon
Clevenger, Sue Wolfe, Veronica Glodowsk, Jeannette
Elderkin. Also a big thank you to the other
ministers who helped through previous months - Leslie
Labelle, Loretta Jarius, Mary Terese Wombold, Marcia
Phelps, Annette Kubalanza, Sue Cizek, Karen Johanek,
Mary Conley, MaryAnn Palma, Cathy Kott.

This ministry is so blessed with such a wonderful group
of our Faith Family who attend the luncheons..

Wishing everyone a Happy Healthy New Year!

Anna Saake

www.usccb.org/latin-america/collection
Soup Supper and
Stations of the Cross

Would your ministry like to help with coordination
of soup supper and stations? This is the schedule so far:
February 16 — St. Irene Staff and Music Ministry
February 23 — Religious Education - Shadow Stations
March 1 — St. Irene Women of Faith — Mary’s version
March 8 — open
March 15 — Daytime SCC and LaDeur SCC
March 22 — open

L 300 Ak Sl e e

Stations of

Contact Pamela Keating -
pamela@st.irene.org

the Cross

The 2024 Catholic Ministries
Annual Appeal has begun!

This year’s CMAA theme is For the Glory of God.
Through our support, we ensure that the mission and
ministries of Christ’s Church are available to
everyone. Together, we can help provide safe shelter
for the homeless, feed the physical and social needs
of those who are hungry, inspire those discerning a
life of vocation, and aid in the education of our next
generation of Catholics. Our parish could not
accomplish all of this on its own, but together
through the appeal we can do so much more.

Our parish’s goal for the 2024 CMAA is $63,500.
Please review the materials you receive in the mail
and prayerfully reflect on your gift to this year’s an-
nual appeal.

If you do not receive a CMAA mailing, please con-
tact the parish office. Thank you!




January 13-14 | All Masses
Birthday/Anniversary Masses & Hospitality:
Join us for blessings and Trivia Night on Saturday
and hospitality on Sunday!

January 18 | 6:00pm

Johnson Family Connection Meal: Would you
like to help with building community and supporting
families of Johnson School? Contact Pamela Keating
at pamela@st-irene.org

January 21 | 10:00am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word: Join us for
Liturgy of the Word for Children at 10:00am Mass.

February 1 | 11:30am

Lunch Bunch Soup Lunch: Join us in faith and f
fellowship as we enjoy a nice warm bowl of soup in
the upcoming chilly winter days of February!

February 3 |10:00-4:00pm

Youth Basketball Free Throw Championship:
The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a basket
ball competition for girls and boys ages 9-14.

February 11 | SAVE THE DATE

Super Bowl Raffle: The Knights of Columbus are
sponsoring their 27" Annual Super Bowl Raffle in
the ACL starting at 2:00pm.

February 14 | Ash Wednesday

Ash Wednesday: Communion Service with
Ash distribution at 7AM, Mass with Ash
distribution at 12:00PM and 7PM.

February 16 | 6:00pm

Soup Supper and Stations: Join us for a soup
supper followed by Stations of the Cross in Church.

Upcoming Events

St. Irene TRIVIA NIGHT
Saturday, January 13, 2024
in the ACL
6:00pm: Doors open 6:30pm: Trivia begins!

Raffles, games and plenty of music —
it’s part of the trivia!

Reserve your table or spot today!
Email: kevin.druley@gmail.com
call/text: 314.973.8670

Trivia night benefits our parish.

Johnson Family
Connection Meal
January 18, 6:00pm
The dinners have been a grand success!
We are looking for greeters, servers, set up and clean up
people, and bakers.

If you are interested in this ministry and would like to
help out, contact Pamela Keating at pamela@st-irene.org
or sign-up at https://www.signupgenius.com/
20/4090E49AEA 623 A4F49-47017923-january

Register Now for

Handbell Choir! Q

Rehearsing Mondays, 6:15 - 7:15 pm
January 22, 29, February 5
Playing at 10 AM Mass, February 11
Beginners who read music ages 9+ welcome!

- Johnson
C oL Family
Connection
Building Community - Supporting Families

To register: contact ellen@st-irene.org

February 17 | SAVE THE DATE

Chili Cook-off: Join us for the 33rd Annual Chili
Cook-Off! If you are interesting in the planning of
this fun event, contact Pamela Keating at
pamela@st-irene.org.
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