‘Fifteenth
Sunoday in
Ordinary Time

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE:

DAILY MASS:
Monday: 8:00am
Tuesday: 8:00am
Wednesday: 8:00am
Thursday: 6:00pm
Friday: 8:00am
Saturday: 8:00am

SUNDAY MASS:
Saturday: 4:30pm
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:30am, 6:00pm

CONFESSIONS:
Thursday: 5:00pm-5:45pm
Saturday: 7:15-7:50am and 3:30-4:15pm

ADORATION: (in the Chapel)
Monday: 9:00am-10:00pm
Tuesday: 9:00am-10:00pm
Wednesday: 9:00am-10:00pm
Thursday: 9:00am-10:00pm
Friday: 9:00am-Noon

FrSahd@ssbvm.org

SEVEN SORROWS

of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church July 12, 2026

The bronze bell dates back to 1905. It was originally used in the first church of our parish,

St. Mary's, on Ann St. It was later transferred to the "new church" (our present gym) tower,

but buried inside of it and not used. That tower uses speakers to project bell "sounds." This
bell was discovered inside of that tower, and refurbished for the garden.

PARISH: 280 N. Race Street; Middletown, PA 17057  717-944-3133 Phone | 717-944-1170 Fax | ssbvm.org

RECTORY HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm, Friday 9:00am-1:00pm




A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Every year, our diocese welcomes priests from around the world to ask for assistance in the work of the Catholic Church every-
where on the planet. This year, we will welcome Fr. Xavier Kachappilly, O.SS.T., who will speak on behalf of the Order of the
Most Holy Trinity, otherwise known as The Trinitarians.

Fr. Xavier sent this message regarding his visit:

. At €ach Mass, Fr. Xavier will invite us to support, through our prayers and generosity, the vital work of form-
ing Trinitarian seminarians who are preparing to serve among persecuted Christians around the world.

~ As we gather freely to worship, many of our brothers and sisters in faith do not share that freedom. Trinitarian
L priests from India and other countries minister in parts of the Middle East, where openly practicing the Chris-
tian faith can place lives at risk, offering the sacraments, spiritual strength, and hope to those who persevere in
~ faith despite fear.

i In Northeast India, where Christian communities often face hostility, our priests and seminarians nurture small
but devoted Catholic communities, while also providing education to children and young people. These are
opportunities that help them build a future rooted in faith, dignity, and hope.

Your generosity during this Mission Appeal will directly support these efforts: the formation of seminarians, the care of vulnerable
communities, and the mission of bringing God’s mercy and redemption to places where it is needed most.

We prayerfully ask you to consider making a donation during our second collection. Checks may be made payable to the parish,
designated for the Trinitarian Mission Appeal. Together, let us stand in solidarity with our persecuted brothers and sisters and help
keep the light of Christ burning brightly in the darkest corners of the world.

Fr. Xavier is very happy to be with us. He comes from Kerala, India, and was ordained a priest in 2008. For 11 years he worked as a
missionary in Northeast India, where he served as a high school principal and pastor. He later worked in the administration of his
order, and also in the seminary.

In 2025, Father came to the U.S., where he is Associate Pastor at St. Francis Xavier in Hunt Valley, MD, and chaplain in a hospital.
He is also mission director for the Trinitarians.

Thank you so much for your generosity of welcoming Father next weekend, as well as your prayers and support. We can’t imagine
the hardships of living the Catholic Faith where we are just 3% or 4% of the population, and where the rest is openly hostile to us.
Thank you for assisting Father Xavier, the Trinitarians, and the work of the Church, in this effort.

Capital Campaign Update

To date, our parish has been extremely generous to our new gym and renovated cafeteria project. So far, our parishioners have
pledged $1.83 million toward the $3.7million project! That is from over 230 parishioners. Thank you so much! We are well ahead
of where our fundraising partners thought we’d be at this point.

But we still need everyone’s help if we desire this project to happen. And it will take everyone’s participation to make it work. But
thank you all for your prayers and support. In every way — prayer, Faithfulness, and generosity — you always give everything to
us. God bless you!

Fr. Sahd
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MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2026
Fifteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time

8:00 am  +Pauline Smith
10:30 am  +Eileen Sceski
6:00 pm  Our Parish Family

MONDAY, JULY 13, 2026 St. Henry
8:00 am +Tony Horney

TUESDAY, JULY 14, 2026 St. Kateri
8:00 am +William Vitelli

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2026 St Bonaventure
8:00 am +Ann Marie Myer

THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2026 Our Lady of Mount Carmel
5:15 pm - 5:45 pm CONFESSION
6:00 pm  +Mario Corradi

FRIDAY, JULY 17, 2026
8:00 am +Anna Papalia

SATURDAY, JULY 18, 2026 St. Camillius de Lellis
715 am - 7:50 am CONFESSION

8:.00 am  +Jack R. Brommer Sr.

3:30 pm - 4:15 pm CONFESSION

430 pm  +Robert James Kerwin

SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2026

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am  +Teresa Speitel

10:30 am  Our Parish Family

6:00 pm  +Jean Robinson

DAILY READINGS

Sun. July 12 Isa 55:10-11 / Rom 8:18-23 / Matt 13:1-23
Mon. July 13 Isa 1:10-17 / Matt 10:34-11:1

Tue. July 14 Isa 7:1-9 / Matt 11:20-24

Wed. July 15  |lIsa 10:5-7, 13b-16 / Matt 11:25-27

Thu. July 16 Isa 26:7-9, 12,16-19 / Matt 11:28-30

Fri. July 17 Isa 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8 / Matt 12:1-8

Sat. July 18 Mic 2:1-5 / Matt 12:14-21

Sun. July 19 Wis 12:13, 16-19 / Rom 8:26-27 / Matt 13:24-43

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the soul of

Philip Cartier

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon him.

Altar Flowers may be placed in the sanctuary for special

occasions or in memory of a loved one. For more details
call Deborah Breon at 717-986-1959.

SUNDAY OFFERING

July 5, 2026 :
Sunday giving  $13,892.75 e
Online giving 8,847.25 Scan for Online Giving
Total $22,740.00

2026 DIOCESAN ANNUAL CAMPAIGN (DAC)
Goal: $177,793
Collected and Pledged: $154,594 (87%)

Consider spending a quiet, uninterrupted
hour in the physical presence of Jesus
Christ this summer.

Praying before the consecrated Host helps
to deepen our spiritual intimacy with God,
find interior peace amidst daily
distractions, and seek healing, guidance,
or simply express gratitude.

Anyone interested or with questions may
contact Anna at annajdale@gmail.com.

THIS WEEK @ SSBVM

SUNDAY JULY 12
8:00 am KOC Water Bottle Collection Narthex
(after all Masses)

10:30 am  Parish Playroom  Church Basement

MONDAY JULY 13
6:00 pm  Legion of Mary

TUESDAY JULY 14
WEDNESDAY JULY 15

THURSDAY JULY 16
8:30am  Church Cleaners Team #1

FRIDAY JULY 17
SATURDAY JULY 18
4:30 pm  Off the Streets Donation House Narthex

SUNDAY  JULY 19

8:00 am  Off the Streets Donation House Narthex
(after all Masses)

8:00 am KOC Blood Drive Gym

10:30 am  Parish Playroom Church Basement

BAPTISM

Our Parish Family rejoices and welcomes

Cove Edward Webb
(child of Michael and Robyn Webb)

who was baptized by Water and the Spirit.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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g= Remember Our Military In Our Prayers

We would like to keep our parishioners and loved ones NE E D TO KN OW
on active military in our thoughts and prayers. Please provide z x
the following information & call the parish office. { apltal Campalgn
RANK NAME BRANCH . Our Faith, Our Future ]
LT. Col i B Army We are thrilled by the continued participation in our capital
GYSGT Brendon J. Parkhill Marines campaign! Every pledge—Ilarge or small—reflects a shared

Mackenzie Mehalick Navy commitment to the future of Seven Sorrows. We encourage

CPT Luke Mrakovich Marines every household to take a moment this week to review the
SSG Corbin Stetler ARNG campaign materials and consider how you can participate.
AG1 Stephen Boyland Navy Your involvement is what will turn our vision into reality.
lcsl:{t Ié/[na(rllr(el\iv {;;:ﬁ’:ne [;Arnrrlll;' Richie Musser and Harry Holt from Kirby-Smith will be
CPT Sl B At reaching out to see if you have any questions.
Lt Col Todd Campbell Air Force
CPT Edward C. Stene USAR Forms are available online or at the parish
Ist Lt Nicholas Campbell Marines office. For. any questions, contact Campaign
ACI Trey Kephart USAF Manager Richie Musser at 484-364-0781 or
MGST Daniel Brought Marines rmusser@kirbysmith.com. Thank you for your
AlC Nicolas A. Corradi USAF generosity! -

SENIOR MINISTRY

Whisk Café - Friday, July 17- 98 Masonic Dr.

Elizabethtown. Gather outside Whisk at 8:45 am. Text/Call
Kathy Bednarik at 717-574-1929 by July 14 if in need of ride,
or traveling on own.

Mass & Game Night - July 23

M & H Railroad - Sunday, August 2. Meet at Noon at Rail
Station. Text/Call Augie Spadone at 717-877-4131 by July 27
to reserve a seat. Special Price $15, payable at M & H Station.
"Faith, Friendship & Fun" Newsletter -(in the Narthex Flyer
Rack) Includes Events/Activities through December.

MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY

Mission Appeal on July 18/19, we will be blessed to
welcome Fr. Xavier Kachappilly, O.SS.T.
At each Mass, Fr. Xavier will invite us to support, through
our prayers and generosity, the vital work of forming
Trinitarian seminarians who are preparing to serve among
qgcuted Christians around the world.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL

Blood Drive
Sunday, July 19
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Seven Sorrows School Gymnasium.
To schedule an appointment, please
visit 717GiveBlood.org and click on
“Donate Now.

Appointments are recommended to help reduce
wait times, but walk-ins are welcome.
Thank you for helping save lives through the gift

of blood donation.
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Religious Education

Coordinator - Lisa Fortunato

RAISING DISCIPLES

ssbvm.org/Education  SSBVM Catholic School Sevensorrowsschool.com

NOW ENROLLING ,L-L{

« Preschool through 8" Grade

« Financial Aid Available
= Whole-child approach

* Busing from surrounding

districts

 S.T.E.M-focused project

based learning

Ifortunato@ssbvm.org  Principal - Angela Warner  awarner@ssbvm.org

Join us at Seven Sorrows, BVM School this summer from
August 3 to August 7 for an exciting week of all-new,
confidence-building

#STEM fun with @Camplnvention! Discounts-available.

?SSOITS\]‘%/‘Q #SummerCamp invent.org/mylocalcamp .

of the Blessed Virgin Mary School

Looking for a fun summer camp for your preschooler or
kindergartener? Is your child ready to explore, discover, get
wet, make friends, and have fun? Then look no further than
Seven Sorrows Summer Camp! We offer an 8 week, full day
camp here at Seven Sorrows School! Registration can be
completed online at https.//www.sevensorrowsschool.com,
summer-camp Questions can be directed to Megan Zapcic
at mzapcic@ssbvm.org. See you this summer!

"The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest." (Matthew 13:23)

God's Word bears fruit in hearts that are open and receptive. Pray-that more hearts will
| be opened generously to however God may be calling them. Gently encourage young
d people to consider prlesthood consecrated life, or sacramental marriage as ways to
respond with a joyful "yes" to God's plan.

’INQUHAN(‘F

Business ® LiFe
Home = Auto

Brian MaHon
CIC, CRM, CCIC

LireLonc CaTHoLIC

717-626-9262

WWW.IGLOOINS.COM

<) Jim Shomberg
Owner, Parishioner

&0 717-873-7327 (Call or Text)

& Jim@OneDialDumpster.com
& www.OneDialDumpster.com

DUMPSTER RENTALS
JUNK REMOVAL
& DEMOLITION

‘fa reations with (fam in mind

?}"" mdldl?uzughes [ EWTN.COMIRADIO

Flowers for all Occasions

131 Dock Street
Middletown, PA 17057

717-944-5425 5|

catholicmatch A\
Pennsylvania |[%

Get this bulletin
emailed to you

every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/3275

=}

...or scan =p [5]
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% DISCOVERMASS

Available 24 hours a day,
7 days a week

ADVERTISE 717-537-9613

Parishioners
HERE A

Promote your Business WATER | FIRE | MOLD

AND Support your Parish. Emergency Service
Immediate Response
Lisa Sparkman ~ 717-507-3766 Transparent Pricing

. Certified Technicians
Isparkman@diocesan.com Work with your insurance company
Financing available at this location

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Diocesan is proud to be printing

M, Seven Seviows of the Blessed Vingin
1 Manys Sunday Bulletin

You are invited to help support our Parish!

5
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For opportunities to advertise, please call 800-233-8200.

17.944.7015

Zachary E. Matinchek
Owner, Supervisor, Parishioner
zac@matinchekfh.com

; - . :
Funeral Home and Cremation Services,

www.matinchekanddaughterfuneralhome.com

Rnights of Columbus|  NOLL
Msi:fl;:;"fha FINANCIAL

iz Middletown, PA
Y 944-3133

kofc3501@sevensorrows.org

Tim Noll CLU-ChFC
Tami N Russo CPA-CFP

Comprehensive
Financial Planning
Investment Management
Long Term Care

Life Insurance

717-939-0968

NollFinancialServices.com

SERVICES |~

Family Owned & Operated Since 1961

Crystal Pools, Inc.

ey el

=4 D
AP POOLS » SPAS » ACCESSORIES |\ 4o
www.crystalpoolsinc.com
Proudly Serving Central PA Since1964

4175 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022
717-534-1837

Calls

Foggy Window? Need a Mirror?
Custom Glass Job?
Etching for a Special Occasion?

TW“”M:d Penn Glass!

717.944.7024 (fax)

Frank E. Matinchek
Founder, Parishioner

Inc.

260 E. Main St. Middletown, PA 17057

Locally Owned Since 1959

717-575-2156
Mount Joy, Pa

Find Our Ad at
KarnsFoods.com

Joette M. Swartz, Realtor
Parishioner

RE/ MAX Realty Select

S Office: (717) 526-4300
Cell: (717) 319-4152

REMBEX

Above

gl

¢ HARRISBURG

SSOCIATES
+ Cataract Surgery
« Diabetic Eye Exams &
* Macular Degeneration

NOW ACCEPTING
* Glaucoma Treatment @
+ Ophthalmology

o
oW
Medical and Surgl of the E II

h‘lllve Atl:cept MOS?I 4700 Union Deposit Road, Suite 220, Hurnsburg PA 17111
ajorinsurances| PN (717) 695-6326 * Fax (717) 695-6908 * www.harrisburgeyes.com

CaII me for all your small odds and ends,
inside and outside of the house:
* Painting and light carpentry
¢ Light plumbing
* Furniture assembly

A

Hand * Flooring .
* P h
Dave . Y;f;svl:l:)ill’}?rsin:rr‘nging/mulching
Parishioner ¢ And more!
R ates 7117-412-8687

MIDDLETOWN TIRE & ALIGNMENT
33 R Market St., Middletown

flh 717-944-1925

Billy Stone, Owner

©2026 Diocesan

JN

Jacqueline A. Kelly, Esq., CELA
(717) 731-9600

Cell: (717) 649-1079
i-kelly@hhgllp.com

Estate Planning
Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney
Living Wills, Elder Law
Estate/Trust Administration

HEATING - AIR CONDITIONING - PLUMBING
WELL PUMPS - WATER TREATMENT

M-F 7:30am-4:00pm
Emergency calls answered by employees 24/7

d - NOW

117-944-0132 - infoc@erlighty.com
PARISHIONERS
WHY CHOOSE US?

Trust us to provide reliable, efficient, and
sustainable solutions for yuur |IIlIIlE or |lIISIIIESS

From heating and cooling to plumk
water systems, we ensure your peace of

. mind and satisfaction at every step.
View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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