THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE:

DAILY MASS:

Monday: 9:00am - Memorial Day
Tuesday: 8:00am

Wednesday: 8:30am

Thursday: 6:00pm

Friday: 8:00am

Saturday: 8:00am

SUNDAY MASS:
Saturday: 4:30pm
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:30am, 6:00pm

CONFESSIONS:
Thursday: 5:00pm-5:45pm
Saturday: 7:15-7:50am and 3:30-4:15pm

ADORATION: (in the Chapel)
Monday: 9:00am-10:00pm
Tuesday: 9:00am-10:00pm
Wednesday: 10:00am-10:00pm
Thursday: 9:00am-10:00pm
Friday: 9:00am-Noon

MEMORIAL DAY

REMEMBER AND HONOR

PARISH: 280 N. Race Street; Middletown, PA 17057  717-944-3133 Phone | 717-944-1170 Fax | ssbvm.org

RECTORY HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm, Friday 9:00am-1:00pm




A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Feast of the Holy Spirit, Pentecost, is today! Fifty days after Easter, the Holy Spirit descended on the Apostles. Jesus told His
Apostles to wait in Jerusalem for this great gift, and they listened. They were rewarded with His Presence.

The Holy Spirit is the one who bridges Heaven and Earth for us! He is the one who brings the power of Eternity to us on Earth. Without
Him, we have no link to Heaven. Without Him, our prayers are not heard, because we do not have voices loud enough to shout to
Heaven!

Without Him, Jesus cannot be brought to us in what first was bread and wine. Without the Holy Spirit, we are not changed into God
Himself, which is what the Sacraments do. He transforms us into God Himself!

Because this is the Feast in which the power of Heaven was transferred to the Apostles -- the Church -- through the Holy Spirit, it is
called the birthday of the Church!

It is in the Church that we receive this power. It is inside of this Church in which the power of the Holy Spirit, first given to the Apostles,
is transferred to us. It is lived out today through Apostolic succession, in the role of the bishops. It is through them which we receive that
same power of the Holy Spirit, the power of Heaven, the power to be transformed into Him!

The Sacramental life of the Church is the central focus of our life as Catholics. It is where the Holy Spirit meets our unworthiness, and
makes it Holy!

Two charts I saw recently made me think we’ve fallen from that understanding.

First, this chart shows weekly Sunday worship among Catholics and the other Christian denominations. Only Catholics teach we must
attend Sunday Mass. Look at this trend, from 1970 to today:
While other denominations have stayed flat or gone up, the number
Share Attending Services Nearly Every Week or More of those attending weekly Sunday Mass has crashed to about 22%.
How can that be, when we KNOW that the Sacrament of the Body
and Blood of Jesus is truly present at Mass, and made available to

/_,/ change you and me?

e Since the middle of the First Century, the Didache (The Teaching
of the Apostles), a document that tells us what life was like for the
earliest Christians, said that Catholics attended Mass weekly, on
Sunday. This is not a new teaching, and yet it seems like it has
. fallen off, as if it’s only an “extra” or a “good thing” if I go, and if |
o) don’t, whatever.

[Mainline , , , ,
% But that is not true. It is essential, and if we can attend, we are
obliged to go, because we are worshipping our True God! If we are

sick, or in a circumstance where we simply cannot attend, then the
1870 1880 1930 2000 min obligation iS llfted

Year

@ryanburge
Data: General Sociel Survey, 1872-2024

Confession, too, is linked to reception of Jesus’ Body and Blood. In
the Didache, it teaches, “On Sundays, get together and break the bread and give thanks, confessing your sins in order that your sacrifice
may be pure.”

Confession also plays an essential role in our Catholic lives, especially if we have mortal sins that need to be healed and forgiven.

Yet, another survey tells us that Catholics don’t really

o How often, if ever, do you participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)?
take part in it regularly.

- [ 4%

This survey tells us that only 28% of Catholics attend Seversl times a yea - 12%

Confession once-a-year or more. :]
12%
The Feast of the Holy Spirit is a great Feast, but is not Less than ance a yeat

really fulfilled in our lives unless we take part in the ——— _ 56%
Sacraments as necessary. They are not “extras,” but -

essential, if we are to be transformed into the life of : . e
God, and be able to enter into Heaven. @ryanburge | Data: American Cathalic Uity Poll 2017

As your pastor, I love you and want to be in Heaven with you. I must follow this same advice, and not grow slack in my Spiritual life.
want you to know this, too, so that we may all enjoy the great gift of Heaven together, by the grace of the Holy Spirit!

God bless you,

Fr. Sahd

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2026
Pentecost Sunday

8:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

+Earl J. Lipiec Sr.
Our Parish Family
+Ron Goles

MONDAY, MAY 25,2026 The Blessed Virgin Mary
Memorial Day
9:00 am +Don Jennings

TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026 St Philip Neri
8:00 am +Tony Shipkowski Jr.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 2026 St. Augustine
8:30 am +James Spagnolo

THURSDAY, MAY 28, 2026
5:00 pm - 5:45 pm CONFESISON
6:00 pm  +Steve Pacini

FRIDAY, MAY 29, 2026 St. Paul VI
8:00 am +Judy Dupes Phillips

SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2026

715 am - 7:50 am CONFESSION
8:00 am  +Jessie McCurdy
430 pm  +Eileen Sceski

SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2026
The Most Holy Trinity

8:00 am
10:30 am

+Joe and Stephanie Lawruk
+Gary Livelsberger
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Sun. May 24 Acts 2:1-11 /1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 / John 20:19-23
Mon. May 25 Gen 3:9-15, 20 /John 19:25-34

Tue. May 26 1 Peter 1:10-16 / Mark 10:28-31

Wed. May 27 | 1Peter 1:18-25 / Mark 10:32-45

Thu. May 28 1 Peter 2:2-5, 9-12 / Mark 10:46-52

Fri. May 29 1 Peter 4:7-13 / Mark 11:11-26

Sat. May 30 Jude 17, 20b-25 / Mark 11:27-33

Sun. May 31 Exo 34:4b-6, 8-9 / 2 Cor 13:11-13 /John 3:16-18

SUNDAY OFFERING

MAY 17, 2026

Sunday giving  $11,303.00 >
Online giving 5978.25 R
Total giving $17,281.25 Scan for Online Giving

Ascension Thursday $2,374.00

2026 DIOCESAN ANNUAL CAMPAIGN (DAC)
Goal: $177,793
Collected and Pledged: $132,219 (72%)
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SUNDAY MAY 24
10:30 am  Parish Playroom Church Basement

MONDAY MAY 25 MEMORIAL DAY
Parish Office and Adoration Chapel Closed

TUESDAY MAY 26
WEDNESDAY MAY 27
THURSDAY MAY 28

8:30am  Church Cleaners Team #2
6:00 pm  Senior Ministry Game Night Cafeteria
FRIDAY  MAY 29

SATURDAY MAY 30

SUNDAY  MAY 31

9:00 am Sub Sale Pick Up  School

10:30 am  Parish Playroom Church Basement
11:30 am  Parish Rosary Making School’s Art Room

PULPIT & ALTAR FLOWERS

The flowers located at the altar this weekend are
in loving memory of R. Michael Gearhart.
They are a gift from the Gearhart family.

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of
Dolly Kametz
Loretta Wall
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them.




gg=— Remember Our Military In Our Prayers
=—— We would like to keep our parishioners and loved ones on
active military in our thoughts and prayers. Please provide
the following information & call the parish office.
RANK NAME BRANCH
LT. Col Sam Herbert Army
GYSGT Brendon J. Parkhill Marines
Mackenzie Mehalick Navy
CPT Luke Mrakovich Marines
Sgt. Corbin Stetler ARNG
AGl1 Stephen Boyland Navy
CPT Noah Bamert Army
CPT Andrew T. Lavelle Army
Ist Lt. Mark E. Lavelle Army
Ist Lt. Phillip Bertovic Army
Lt Col Todd Campbell Air Force
CPT Edward C. Stene USAR
Ist Lt Nicholas Campbell Marines
TSgt. Brittany MacBlane USAF
ACI Trey Kephart USAF
MGST Daniel Brought Marines
AlC Nicolas A. Corradi USAF

SENIOR MINISTRY

MASS & GAME NIGHT - May 28 - Mass at 6 pm with Game Night
immediately following in the Upper Cafeteria until 8:30 pm.
BOCCE - June 4 at 8:30 am at Sunset Park.

RIVER HOUSE - Dinner under the Tent - Saturday, June 13 at 6 pm
Separate Checks will be available. Text/Call your reservation to
Kathy Bednarik at 717-574-1929 by 10 am on May 29. Leave
message with Guest Name(s) & Phone #.

A heartfelt thank you to the many, many
people who bought or sold tickets, promoted
the event, donated meals, made monetary or
in-kind contributions, delivered meals, or
volunteered their time for our annual Chicken BBQ. Through
the generosity of our parishioners and others, we were able
to deliver 65 meals to shut ins, families in need, and the
retired Priests at the Diocesan Center.

And, the Kauffman's chicken was awesome, too!

MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY

I~ Mental Health Ministry
\ #  Seven Sorrows BVM

Do you or someone you love live with Addiction ?

Let us help you get started on your road to recovery!

Behavioral Addictions
patentiolly oddictive activities

Substance Use Disorders

potentially addictive substances

¢ Prescription/Non-prescription drugs
» Tobacco/nicotine

Viewing parnography
Video gaming

* Alcohel ¢ Gambling

¢ Caffeine * Eating

* Cannabis (marijuana) ¢+ Shopping

* Stimulants » Shoplifting or other risky behaviors
-
L]

Addiction is treatable, There is no shame in asking for help.

NEED TO KNOW

Capital Campaign - Check Your

Mailboxes!

The Our Faith, Our Future campaign will fund essential,
comprehensive renovations for our 32,000 square foot gym and
cafeteria. The $3.7 million campaign will upgrade the facility,
ensuring safety, bringing it up to code, and creating a modern,
functional community space for BOTH the church’s and
school’s futures. These are unbudgeted items that require a
separate fundraising effort.

Please take the time to read, pray, and discern how you may join
with our Seven Sorrows parish family in making this vision a
reality. Commitment Weekend will be held June 6th and 7th.
We are asking all parishioners to complete a commitment form
and return before or by this week.

While your physical gift does not need to begin yet, pledges of
incoming funds guide leadership to better understand how the

If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to
reach out to Richie Musser at 484-364- 0781 or
rmusser@kirbysmith.com. Thank you for your
dedication, support and generosity!

Parish Family,

Thank-you to everyone that supported this year's
festival!l We hope you had a great time mixing with
neighbors and friends as well as enjoying a nice meal and
maybe a drink while listening to the bands.

Thank-you to all the volunteers that worked a game,
sold treasures at the flea market, served food, and cleaned
tables.

A special THANK YOU to all our event leads: Basket
Raffle, Flea Market, Inside Meals, Outside Food, Prize
Tent, Plant Stand, Chuck-a-Luck, Bake Sale, Bingo, Set-up
& Counting Cash. You each took charge of your area and
your resilience in returning year after year is critical to our
success.

2026 Drive-thru FISH FRY Financial Update

Income $78,715.00
Sponsors $1,250.00
Startup Money $800.00
Total Income $80,765.00
Expenses $38,818.15
Repay Start-up Money $800.00
Total Expenses $39,618.15
Fish Fry Profit to Benefit Seven $41,946.85

Sorrows School

We want to thank all our wonderful volunteers, everyone who
purchased a meal in support of the 2026 Fish Fry, as well as
our very generous 2026 Fish Fry Sponsors.

\’IeW tl 1S !;U etin online at WWW.BISCOVGF U ass.com



RAISING DISCIPLES

Religious Education ssbvm.org/Education ~ SSBVM Catholic School Sevensorrowsschool.com
Coordinator - Lisa Fortunato Ifortunato@ssbvm.org Principal - Angela Warner  awarner@ssbvm.org

Vacation Bible School -Junkyard Redemption
June 22-June 26, 2026  9:00am -11:30am
Details @ sevensorrowsschool.com

NOW ENROLLING L. SS
0

« Preschool through 8" Grade

+ Financial Aid Available

+ Whole-child approach

+ Busing from surrounding
districts

« S.T.E.M-focused project

based learning

Join us at Seven Sorrows, BVM School this summer from
June 15 to June 19 or August 3 to August 7 for an exciting
week of all-new, confidence-building

#STEM fun with @Camplnvention! Discounts available.
#SummerCamp invent.org/mylocalcamp .
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o Bbossond Virgin Mary Sct

Looking for a fun summer camp for your preschooler or
kindergartener? Is your child ready to explore, discover, get
wet, make friends, and have fun? Then look no further than
Seven Sorrows Summer Camp! We offer an 8 week, full day
camp here at Seven Sorrows School! Registration can be

: completed online at https.//www.sevensorrowsschool.com
C‘é‘Ei‘?jgg‘?Tg;‘iss’fi‘:?;:_ci%’gg;’i‘feDggaﬁig‘;e! summer-camp Questions can be directed to Megan Zapcic

Monday, June 8 at mzapcic@ssbvm.org. See you this summer!

Book your tour time today! https://bit.ly/SSBVMTOUR
Three sessions available: 10 am | 11 am | 12 pm
Don't miss this final opportunity to visit our classrooms

before the school building undergoes summer

"Receive the Holy Spirit." (John 20:22)

On the day of His resurrection, Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit into His disciples, empowering

. them to continue His mission of love, truth, and service. In priesthood, consecrated life, and holy

-matrimony, the Holy Spirit strengthens hearts to answer God's call courageously, guiding,

inspiring, and sanctifying their work in the world. Pray for an outpouring of the Spirit, that more
men and women may be filled with His-grace and step boldly into their vocations.
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INQUMNCF Flowle;jj]‘;r all(l;)ccaszons 5139 Main St. East Petersburg, PA 17520 |'"H/'EIS;:\S\

Business * Lire Middletown, PA 17057 % I

Home * Auto 717-944-5425 4&% SOLUTION!

Brian MaHon e e e it e re | www.ALifeTransitionService.com 7 17:468.2520
CIC, CRM, CCIC Pennsylvania
LireLonc CaTHoLIC 2 717.468.2520
717-626-9262 % 4 VINTA - 2. Union St.
WWW.IGLOOINS.COM A MARKETPLACE FOR HANDMADE, Middletown, PA

UPO CLED, ANTIQUES & RETRO FURNITURE

CatholicMatch.com/goPA Finpuson '

Available 24 hours a day,
7 days a week

Jim Shomberg

(AL Get this bulletin | ADVERTISE 717-537-9613
emailed to you Parishioners
every week. H E R E //-7

o T17-473-1327 l§
| 419 : (Call or Text) Simply go to )
LG RC U | vy cHurc3275|  Promote your Business WATER | FIRE | MOLD

@ www.OneDialDumpster.com EI._ | AND Support your Parish. Emergency Service
DUMPSTER RENTALS

: Immediate Response
JUNK REMOVAL ...or scan = [1] Lisa Sparkman ~ 717-507-3766 Transparent Pricing

. Certified Technicians
& DEMOLITION Isparkman@diocesan.com Work with your insurance company

% DISCOVERMASS Financing available at this location

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Diocesan is proud to be printing

M, Seven Seviows of the Blessed Vingin
1 Manys Sunday Bulletin

You are invited to help support our Parish!
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For opportunities to advertise, please call 800-233-8200.

17.944.7015

Zachary E. Matinchek
Owner, Supervisor, Parishioner
zac@matinchekfh.com

; - . :
Funeral Home and Cremation Services,

www.matinchekanddaughterfuneralhome.com

Zeisz  Middletown, PA
7" 944-3133

kofc3501@sevensorrows.org

EWTN.COM/RADIO

Global
Catholic

EWTN | gt

Tim Noll CLU-ChFC
Tami N Russo CPA-CFP

Comprehensive
Financial Planning
Investment Management
Long Term Care

Life Insurance

717-939-0968

NollFinancialServices.com

Rnights of Columbus|  NOLL
Msizflm;"fha FINANCIAL
SERVICES [+

Family Owned & Operated Since 1961

Crystal Pools, Inc.

ey el

= D
AP POOLS » SPAS » ACCESSORIES |\ 4o
www.crystalpoolsinc.com
Proudly Serving Central PA Since1964
4175 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022
717-534-1837

Calls

Foggy Window? Need a Mirror?
Custom Glass Job?
Etching for a Special Occasion?

TW“”M:d Penn Glass!

717.944.7024 (fax)

Frank E. Matinchek
Founder, Parishioner

Inc.

260 E. Main St. Middletown, PA 17057

Locally Owned Since 1959

717-575-2156
Mount Joy, Pa

Find Our Ad at
KarnsFoods.com

Joette M. Swartz, Realtor
Parishioner

RE/ MAX Realty Select

S Office: (717) 526-4300
Cell: (717) 319-4152

REMBEX

Above
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¢ HARRISBURG

SSOCIATES
+ Cataract Surgery
« Diabetic Eye Exams &
* Macular Degeneration

NOW ACCEPTING
* Glaucoma Treatment @
+ Ophthalmology

o
oW
Medical and Surgl of the E II

h‘lllve Atl:cept MOS?I 4700 Union Deposit Road, Suite 220, Hurnsburg PA 17111
ajorinsurances| PN (717) 695-6326 * Fax (717) 695-6908 * www.harrisburgeyes.com

MIDDLETOWN TIRE & ALIGNMENT
33 R Market St., Middletown

717-944-1925

Billy Stone, Owner

©2025 Diocesan

JN

Jacqueline A. Kelly, Esq., CELA
(717) 731-9600

Cell: (717) 649-1079
i-kelly@hhgllp.com

Estate Planning
Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney
Living Wills, Elder Law
Estate/Trust Administration

HEATING - AIR CONDITIONING - PLUMBING
WELL PUMPS - WATER TREATMENT

M-F 7:30am-4:00pm
Emergency calls answered by employees 24/7

d - NOW

117-944-0132 - infoc@erlighty.com
PARISHIONERS

WHY CHOOSE US?

Trust us to provide reliable, efficient, and
sustainable solutions for yuur |IIlIIlE or |lIISIIIESS

From heating and cooling to plumk
water systems, we ensure your peace of

. mind and satisfaction at every step.
View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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