


  

 

AA  LLEETTTTEERR  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  PPAASSTTOORR  
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Over these last few weeks, we have heard of prayers and words of peace come from Pope Leo, as he has responded to the fighting in 
Iran. This culminated last weekend in a back-and-forth between President Trump and Pope Leo, after Pope Leo held a Vigil for Peace at 
the Vatican.  
 
President Trump wrote last week that Pope Leo is "Weak on Crime, Weak on Nuclear Weapons..." and that he should "focus on being a 
Great Pope, not a Politician." He argues that the attacks on Iran are/were justified, because Iran was going to soon build a nuclear  
weapon.  
 
Some American Catholics agree that Pope Leo should "mind his own business." Vice President Vance is one of them, saying “that in 
some cases it would be best for the Vatican to stick to matters of morality” and out of American life. 
 
But war IS a moral issue, and the pope would be derelict if he didn’t urge peace. 
 
In fact, our Faith is not real if it isn’t lived out. It cannot be something we just invest in for an hour a week. I’m kind of surprised how 
easily some of the Faithful can put aside real moral questions (like war, abortion, etc) when they contradict our politics. This is not how 
we are to live out our Faith. I do it at times. Is eternity really that non-essential to me? Do the teachings of Jesus not matter to me? 
 
Our Holy Father's desire for peace is not new. His first words after his election last year were "The Peace of the Lord be with you al-
ways." And the Catechism backs him up, saying that peace "cannot be attained on earth without safeguarding the goods of persons, free 
communication among men, respect for the dignity of persons and peoples, and the assiduous practice of fraternity" (2304). Pope Leo 
has urged Iran and the United States to hold talks to resolve their differences, something that has happened recently, and according to the 
President, something that he wants Iran and the US to engage in again. 
 
Another area of contention is the proportionality of the U.S.'s threats and military response in general. Pope Leo called Pres. Trump's 
threat to destroy Iranian civilization "truly unacceptable." Bishop Senior told ABC27 that Iran's terrorist attacks over the last 47 years are 
evil, but destroying Iran's infrastructure and putting innocent lives in danger doesn't seem like a proportional response. President Trump 
says that the United States has a right to attack Iran to defend itself against a nuclear attack.  
 
The Church states that “just wars” are permissible, and a country may start one when: the damage inflicted by the enemy on their country 
is grave and devastating; all other means of putting an end to it must be ineffective; there must be good chances of success; and the 
armed response must be proportional to what has been inflicted.  
 
Do the conditions for a just war exist here? Some Catholics say that our response is not proportional, and others say that we haven't ex-
hausted all of our peacemaking efforts. And so, they may conclude this is not a justified war. President Trump says that 47 years of Irani-
an terrorist attacks, combined with their persistent desire for a nuclear bomb, are reasons enough for war. 
 
Pope Leo said that he will continue to pray for peace and promote dialogue among the US and Iran. This may seem naive. We might 
think, “Do we really think Iran would engage in serious negotiations after they have planned and enacted attacks against the US and oth-
ers?”  
 
But Pope Leo's "peace" reaction has long been the posture of the Church. In 1991, Pope John Paul II urged an end to war when the US 
kicked Iraq’s invading forces out of Kuwait. John Paul said then, "No more war, a journey with no return." 
 
And in 2003, when the U.S. invaded Iraq after 9/11, John Paul said, “I belong to that generation that lived through World War II and, 
thanks be to God, survived it. I have the duty to say to all young people, to those who are younger than I, who have not had this experi-
ence: “No more war.” 
 
Leo is not alone in his quest for peace. Even John Paul II, who is partly credited with dismantling the communist Soviet Union, boldly 
urged peace during conflicts. This is the Catholic response to war, and IS a moral issue.  
 
We may disagree with him, and argue that this war is justified. Whether the facts back that up, I am certainly not qualified to state, but 
Pope Leo has been making his case that it isn't. But we can't say that Pope Leo has no right to speak on this issue. Previous popes have 
spoken, and have been right to do so. And as Catholics who seek the Kingdom of God, we should try to understand, and not dismiss it 
out of hand, even if we disagree. This goes for all issues of morality, if we truly want to live as a Body of Christ. 
 
We are called to pray for peace, the protection of all innocent people, and for our armed forces. May the Prince of Peace be with you 
always, and may we be united as a Church and a nation. 
Fr. Sahd 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



MMAASSSS IINNTTEENNTTIIOONNSS

DDAAIILLYY RREEAADDIINNGGSS

SSUUNNDDAAYY OOFFFFEERRIINNGG

Please pray for the repose of the souls of

FFrraann MMeerrrryymmaann
MMaarrkk SShhiippkkoowwsskkii

DDiiaannee SSoouuddeerrss
KKaattiiee SStteennccee

(niece of Deb Mcgovern)

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them.

TTHHIISS WWEEEEKK @@ SSSSBBVVMM

RREESSTT IINN PPEEAACCEE

SSUUNNDDAAYY AAPPRRIILL 1199
88::0000 aamm KKOOCC BBBBQQ TTiicckkeett SSaalleess NNaarrtthheexx ((aallll MMaasssseess))
88::0000 aamm CCCCWW BBaakkee SSaallee NNaarrtthheexx ((aallll MMaasssseess))
88::0000 aamm OOffff tthhee SSttrreeeettss DDoonnaattiioonn HHoouussee NNaarrtthheexx ((aallll
MMaasssseess))
99::1155 aamm RReelliiggiioouuss EEdduuccaattiioonn
1100::3300 aamm PPaarriisshh PPllaayyrroooomm CChhuurrcchh BBaasseemmeenntt
11::0000 ppmm BBiibbllee SSttuuddyy LLiibbrraarryy

MMOONNDDAAYY AAPPRRIILL 2200
66::0000 ppmm LLeeggiioonn ooff MMaarryy
66::3300 ppmm BBiibbllee SSttuuddyy LLiibbrraarryy

TTUUEESSDDAAYY AAPPRRIILL 2211
77::0000 ppmm SSccoouuttss CCaaffeetteerriiaa

WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY AAPPRRIILL 2222
66::3300 ppmm CChhooiirr PPrraaccttiiccee

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY AAPPRRIILL 2233
88::3300 aamm CChhuurrcchh CClleeaanneerrss TTeeaamm ##11
66::0000 ppmm SSeenniioorr MMiinniissttrryy GGaammee NNiigghhtt CCaaffeetteerriiaa

FFRRIIDDAAYY AAPPRRIILL 2244

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY AAPPRRIILL 2255
1100::0000 aamm FFiirrsstt HHoollyy CCoommmmuunniioonn PPhhoottoo SSeessssiioonn CChhuurrcchh
44::3300 ppmm KKOOCC BBBBQQ TTiicckkeett SSaalleess NNaarrtthheexx
44::3300 ppmm SSmmiilleess ffoorr AAbbbbyy NNaarrtthheexx

SSUUNNDDAAYY AAPPRRIILL 2266
88::0000 aamm KKOOCC BBBBQQ TTiicckkeett SSaalleess NNaarrtthheexx ((aafftteerr aallll MMaasssseess))
88::0000 aamm SSmmiilleess ffoorr AAbbbbyy NNaarrtthheexx ((aafftteerr aallll MMaasssseess))
99::1155 aamm RReelliiggiioouuss EEdduuccaattiioonn
1100::3300 aamm PPaarriisshh PPllaayyrroooomm CChhuurrcchh BBaasseemmeenntt

SSUUNNDDAAYY,, AAPPRRIILL 1199,, 22002266
TThhiirrdd SSuunnddaayy ooff EEaasstteerr
88::0000 aamm OOuurr PPaarriisshh FFaammiillyy

1100::3300 aamm ++RRoobbeerrtt KKeerrwwiinn
66::0000 ppmm ++JJooaannnnee SSiieemmiinniisskkii

MMOONNDDAAYY,, AAPPRRIILL 2200,, 22002266
88::0000 aamm ++MMaarriioo CCoorrrraaddii

TTUUEESSDDAAYY,, AAPPRRIILL 2211,, 22002266 SStt.. AAnnsseellmm
88::0000 aamm ++PPaattrriicciiaa KKoozzlloosskkii

WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY,, AAPPRRIILL 2222,, 22002266
88::3300 aamm ++DDoonnaalldd SShhiieellddss

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY,, AAPPRRIILL 2233,, 22002266 SStt.. GGeeoorrggee
55::1155 ppmm -- 55::5500 ppmm CCOONNFFEESSSSIIOONN
66::0000 ppmm ++EEddwwaarrdd aanndd GGeerrttrruuddee KKeerrwwiinn

FFRRIIDDAAYY,, AAPPRRIILL 2244,, 22002266 SStt.. FFiiddeelliiss
88::0000 aamm ++DDoonn aanndd PPaauulliinnee SSmmiitthh

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,, AAPPRRIILL 2255,, 22002266 SStt.. MMaarrkk
77::1155 aamm -- 77::5500 aamm CCOONNFFEESSSSIIOONN
88::0000 aamm ++VViinnccee VVaarraannkkaarr
44::3300 ppmm ++AAnnnn SSaavviiddggee

SSUUNNDDAAYY,, AAPPRRIILL 2266,, 22002266
FFoouurrtthh SSuunnddaayy ooff EEaasstteerr
88::0000 aamm PPaauull SStteeeerree

1100::3300 aamm OOuurr PPaarriisshh FFaammiillyy
66::0000 ppmm ++MMaarryyaannnn NNiiggrroo

“Trust in the Lord with all your
heart” - Proverbs 3:5-6

If you or a loved one would like to be
added to the Prayer Chain, please
reach out to:
Donna Jennings at 717-566-3184 or
via email:
djennings2095@comcast.net.

SSuunn.. AApprriill 1199 AAccttss 22::1144,,2222--2233 // 11 PPeetteerr 11::1177--2211 // LLuukkee 2244::1133--3355
MMoonn.. AApprriill 2200 AAccttss 66:: 88--1155 // JJoohhnn 2222--2299
TTuuee.. AApprriill 2211 AAccttss 77::5511--88::11aa // JJoohhnn 66::3300--3355
WWeedd.. AApprriill 2222 AAccttss 88::11bb--88 // JJoohhnn 66::3355--4400
TThhuu.. AApprriill 2233 AAccttss 88::2266--4400 // JJoohhnn 66::4444--5511
FFrrii.. AApprriill 2244 AAccttss 99::11--2200 // JJoohhnn 66::5522--5599
SSaatt.. AApprriill 2255 PPeetteerr 55::55bb--1144 // MMaarrkk 1166::1155--2200
SSuunn.. AApprriill 2266 AAccttss 22::1144aa,, 3366--4411 // 11PPeetteerr 22::2200bb--2255 // JJoohhnn 1100::11--

1100

AAPPRRIILL 1122,, 22002266

SSccaann ffoorr OOnnlliinnee GGiivviinngg

AAllttaarr FFlloowweerrss may be placed in the sanctuary for special
occasions or in memory of a loved one. For more details call
Deborah Breon at 717-986-1959.

22002266 DDIIOOCCEESSAANN AANNNNUUAALL CCAAMMPPAAIIGGNN ((DDAACC))
Goal: $177,793
Collected and Pledged: $109,768 (62%)

SSuunnddaayy CCoolllleeccttiioonn $14,234.00
OOnnlliinnee GGiivviinngg 4,525.25
TToottaall $18,759.25
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SSEENNIIOORR MMIINNIISSTTRRYY

NNEEEEDD TTOO KKNNOOWWRemember Our Military In Our Prayers
We would like to keep our parishioners and loved ones on

active military in our thoughts and prayers. Please provide
the following information & call the parish office.

RANK NAME BRANCH
LT. Col Sam Herbert Army
GYSGT Brendon J. Parkhill Marines

Mackenzie Mehalick Navy
CPT Luke Mrakovich Marines
Sgt. Corbin Stetler ARNG
AG1 Stephen Boyland Navy
CPT Noah Bamert Army
CPT Andrew T. Lavelle Army
1st Lt. Mark E. Lavelle Army
1st Lt. Phillip Bertovic Army
Lt Col Todd Campbell Air Force
CPT Edward C. Stene USAR
1st Lt Nicholas Campbell Marines
TSgt. Brittany MacBlane USAF
ACI Trey Kephart USAF
MGST Daniel Brought Marines
A1C Nicolas A. Corradi USAF

Middletown Food Pantry wish list:
condiments, salad dressing, pudding (chocolate
and vanilla), Jello (any flavor), and personal care
items toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, etc.).

Spring is here! Just a reminder when spring cleaning, to donate
your unwanted treasures to our Annual Flea Market.

Corrected Drop off dates in the gym: 5/7 3:30pm - 5:30pm,
5/15 3:30pm-5:30pm, 5/17 12noon-2:00pm.

MAY
17

9am –
1pm

School
parking

lot

The 4th annual Kauffman’s Chicken Bar-
B-Que will be held on May 17th in the
school parking lot from 9am to 1pm.
Tickets cost $12 and will be sold after all

weekend Masses beginning on 4/18
and in the Parish Office.

Proceeds
benefit :PPT,
Smiles for
Abby, & KOC

A DAY IN HUMMELSTOWN - TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2026
10:00am - Historical Museum 20 N. Rosanna Street.
12:00pm- Chatter Box for Lunch 254 W. Main Street,
Text your reservation request by April 21 to our Augie Spadone
at717-877-4131.
PILGRIMAGE 2026 - National Centre for Padre Pio. Flyers
detailing the bus trip are available on the Narthex Flyers Rack.
Reservation/Payment is due by 10 am on May 20th.
MASS & GAME NIGHT - April 23. Game Night immediately
follows 6 pm Mass in the Upper Cafe.
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RRAAIISSIINNGG DDIISSCCIIPPLLEESS::
04/26/26 Class/End of Year Celebration

22nndd GGrraaddee -- 11sstt HHoollyy CCoommmmuunniioonn
04/29/26 Rehearsal
05/02/26 1st Holy Communion Mass & May Crowning
weekend

RREELLIIGGIIOOUUSS VVOOCCAATTIIOONNSS
""PPeeaaccee bbee wwiitthh yyoouu.."" ((JJoohhnn 2200::1199))

As we begin the annual Uplift your Priest, we pray for those who bring Christ's peace through
the priesthood, honoring and supporting them in their vocation. If you sense a call to this
ministry of mercy, take time to explore God's plan for you.

Talk to Father Sahd or reach out to Father Weaver at the Vocations Office at Frjweaver@hbgdiocese.org

RReelliiggiioouuss EEdduuccaattiioonn ssbvm.org/Education
CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr -- LLiissaa FFoorrttuunnaattoo lfortunato@ssbvm.org

SSSSBBVVMM CCaatthhoolliicc SScchhooooll Sevensorrowsschool.com
PPrriinncciippaall -- AAnnggeellaa WWaarrnneerr awarner@ssbvm.org
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WATER | FIRE | MOLD

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32750225
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32750126
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mailto:Frjweaver@hbgdiocese.org
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