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March 29, 2026 SEVEN SORROWS

of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church
@&f/ﬂ @pw/zday

Reverend Timothy J. Sahd, Pastor Fr. Sahd@ssbvm.org

Monday & Tuesday, March 30 & 31

H O I To be Catholic simply means that we desire

. ) 8:00AM Mass (Adoration Chapel 9AM-10PM)
to be with God now and forever in heaven,

Wednesday, April 1

%é and we are with HIM in this life, through 8:30AM Mass (Adoration Chapel 10AM-10PM)
Jesus Christ and His Church.

HOLY THURSDAY, April 2 (Adoration Chapel closed)
No Confessions

7PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Adoration immediately following until 2L0PM.
GOOD FRIDAY, April 3 (Adoration Chapel closed)
No morning Mass

3PM The Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord
Confessions immediately following.

7PM Stations of the Cross

HOLY SATURDAY, April 4
NO morming Mass/9-10:00AM Confessions
10:30AM Blessing of the Easter Food

8PM The Great Easter Vigil

EASTER SUNDAY, April 5

6:30AM (Sunrise, outdoors), 8AM, 10:30AM
NO 6PM Mass on Easter

PARISH: 280 N. Race Street; Middletown, PA 17057  717-944-3133 Phone | 717-944-1170 Fax | ssbvm.org
RECTORY HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm, Friday 9:00am-1:00pm



A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We’re in it. We’ve finally hit Holy Week. And we’re plunged into the depths of it as we jump immediately to the reading of the Passion
at the Gospel.

Today is called Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion. It seems kind of strange to celebrate Jesus with a parade of palms (which is what
happened when Jesus entered Jerusalem 2,000 years ago), and at the same Mass dive right into Good Friday.

It’s a confusing mix of joy and sadness and anger. But this Mass IS Holy Week in a nutshell: Highs and lows. Life and Death. All in the
span of one week.

And we NEED to experience it. The Masses and liturgies of this week are like none other the rest of the year. I say this every year, but I
mean it: PLEASE COME TO THESE MASSES. If you want to feel Jesus’ Passion, enter into this week through the liturgies. Here’s a
brief description:

Holy Thursday: 7PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper; 10PM Night Prayer

At this Mass, we honor Jesus’ giving of the Eucharist to His Church, and also the institution of the Priesthood. Because of this, it starts
as a joyful celebration, and even the Gloria is sung and the bells are rung. It is truly a celebration of these great gifts. I will wash the feet
of 12 parishioners to echo Jesus’ washing of His Apostles feet, in an act of love. It is a true honor.

But at the end, everything changes. After Holy Communion, we will strip the altar and transfer the Eucharist from the tabernacle to the
Garden tabernacle, to symbolize Jesus’ time in the Garden of Gethsemane. You can feel how Jesus felt abandoned. It is so moving.

The church will stay open until 10PM for anyone to pray with Jesus (unlike His Apostles, who fell asleep), at which point we’ll pray
Night Prayer together (a collection of psalms and other prayers).

Good Friday: 3PM Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion; 7PM Stations of the Cross

This is not a Mass, but a most beautiful time to spend with Jesus, who is hanging on the Cross. At the start — at 3PM -- I enter in silence
and lay prostrate before the Crucifix, as the congregation kneels. This is the minute of Jesus’ death. We are united with Him at that mo-
ment.

Then, we read Jesus’ Passion again. After that, intercessions are read for the salvation of the world, as the salvation brought by Jesus’

Death was meant to reach every person in His Creation. Will we reach out to Him? A most beautiful tradition of “Veneration” of the

Cross follows, which allows everyone in the congregation to kiss or genuflect before the Cross, which is the sign of our salvation, and
Jesus’ love for us.

Finally, we receive Holy Communion outside of Mass. This is the only day that Mass is not allowed to be celebrated. All leave in si-
lence. We will have Confessions immediately after this service.

At 7PM, we will pray the Stations of the Cross.
Holy Saturday: the Great Easter Vigil
This Mass begins outside of the church, with a fire that shows the light of Jesus’ Resurrection. Inside, the church’s lights are off, and the

Easter Candle is carried into the darkness to show Jesus as the only light. The congregation lights their candles from Easter Candle, to
show that we only have light from the True Light.

An Easter proclamation is sung, and several readings that show God’s work in the history of Salvation are read. This is not a short Mass.
But it is so beautiful and symbolic. After these readings, the Gloria is sung, and all of the lights of the Church are turned on, to symbolize
that we are now entering the life of Jesus with the proclamation of the Gospel! Joy has finally been given to us!

After the homily, six people will be baptized into the Church, and receive Confirmation! What a joy! This Mass is an Easter Mass.

Easter Sunday: 6:30AM (outdoors), 8AM, 10:30AM
Come celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection! If you are attending the 6:30AM Mass, please bring a chair.

I so look forward to walking with Jesus AND you this week. Will you join Him? I know you will not be disappointed!

God bless you,
Fr. Sahd

]
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MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY OFFERING

SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2026
Palm Sunday of Passion of the Lord

8:00 am  Our Parish
10:30 am  +Ron Goles
6:00 pm  +Jim Benson

MONDAY, MARCH 30, 2026
8:00 am +Florence McGreen

TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2026
8:00 am +Bob Mraz

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2026
8:30 am +Jeff Hayes

HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2026
NO CONFESSION

7:00 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Adoration until 10pm

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2026
NO MORNING MASS

3:00 pm  Passion of the Lord
CONFESSION
7:00 pm Stations

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2026
NO MORNING MASS

9:00 am  CONFESSION
10:30 am  Food Blessing
8:00pm  Easter Vigil

EASTER SUNDAY, April 5, 2026
Resurrection of the Lord

6:30 am  Special Intentions of Rev. Kyle Sahd
8:00 am  +Marie Barton
10:30 am  Our Parish Family

NO EVENING MASS
I 1y P

Sun. March 29 Isa 50:4-7/ Phil 2:6-11/ Matt 26:14-27:66

Mon. March 30 | Isa 42:1-7/ John 12:1-11

Tue. March 31 Isa 49:1-6/ John 13:21-33, 36-38

Wed. April 1 Isa 50:4-9a/ Matt 26:14-25

Thu. April 2 Isa 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/ Rev 1:5-8/ Luke 4:16-21

Fri. April 3 Isa52:13-53:12/ Heb 4:14-16,5:7-9/ John 18:1-19:42

Sat. April 4 Gen 1:1-2.2/ Gen 22:1-18/ Exo 14:15-15:1/ Isa 54:5-14/
Isa 55:1-11/Bar 3:9-15,32-4.4/ Eze 36:16-173,18-28/
Matt 28:1-10

Sun. April 5 Acts 10:34a,37-43/ Col 3:1-4/ John 20:1-9

MARCH 22, 2026

Sunday giving $12,183.00

Online giving 5,312.25 Bt
QCD** 24,500.00 EEEE
Total $41995 25 Scan for Online Giving

DAC - Pledged and Received: $83,093 (47%)

**QCD - Qualified Charitable Distribution is a withdrawal from an
individual retirement account (IRA) that's made directly to an
eligible charity, such as our parish. In many cases, IRA account
holders can contribute some or all to a

charity. This strategy allows one to transfer funds from their IRA
directly to a charity without being counted as taxable income

SUNDAY MARCH 29

10:30 am  Parish Playroom  Church Basement
11:30 am  Parish Rosary Making Art Room
MONDAY MARCH 30

6:00 pm  Legion of Mary

TUESDAY  MARCH 31

6:00 pm  OCIA First Reconciliation Church

WEDNESDAY APRIL 1
6:30 pm  Choir Practice

THURSDAY APRIL 2 - HOLY THURSDAY

8:30am  Church Cleaners Team # 2

7:00 pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper / Adoration Church
FRIDAY  APRIL 3 - GOOD FRIDAY

3:00 pm  Passion of the Lord Church

7:00 pm  Stations of the Cross Church

SATURDAY APRIL 4

10:30 am  Blessing of Easter Food Church
8:00 pm  Easter Vigil

SUNDAY APRIL 5 - EASTER SUNDAY

10:30 am  Parish Playroom Church Basement

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of

Ronald Barner

Engelbert Gruszka

(brother of Annarosse Hepner)
Katherine Guth
(aunt of Marc Bolesky)
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



gg=— Remember Our Military In Our Prayers
=—— We would like to keep our parishioners and loved ones on
active military in our thoughts and prayers. Please provide
the following information & call the parish office.
RANK NAME BRANCH
LT. Col Sam Herbert Army
GYSGT Brendon J. Parkhill Marines
Mackenzie Mehalick Navy
CPT Luke Mrakovich Marines
Sgt. Corbin Stetler ARNG
AGl1 Stephen Boyland Navy
CPT Noah Bamert Army
CPT Andrew T. Lavelle Army
Ist Lt. Mark E. Lavelle Army
Ist Lt. Phillip Bertovic Army
Lt Col Todd Campbell Air Force
CPT Edward C. Stene USAR
Ist Lt Nicholas Campbell Marines
TSgt. Brittany MacBlane USAF
ACI Trey Kephart USAF
MGST Daniel Brought Marines
AlC Nicolas A. Corradi USAF

SENIOR MINISTRY

Annual Pilgrimage 2026 to the National Centre for Padre
Pio, Barto, PA, on Wednesday, June 24, 2026, The day will be
filled with many events including Holy Mass, Rosary, Venera-
tion, Orientation of Centre & Tours, to name a few. Information
& Registration Flyer will be available in the Narthex beginning
the Weekend of April 11-12. Payment of $99 will be due on or
before May 20. The cost covers transportation, driver’s gratuity,
taxes/fees & lunch. Transportation provided by Elite Coach.

MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY

Spiritual Support Group

2nd Thursday of every month.
6:30 pm

th Ministry
ormows BVM

Parish Living Room

PALM SUNDAY

OF THE LORD's PASSION

Palm Sunday is the sixth and last
Sunday of Lent and marks the
beginning of Holy Week.

This day joins the foretelling

of Christ's triumphal entry into
Jerusalem (as the crowd welcomed
Him with palm branches) and the
proclamation of His Passion in the
Gospel reading. Hence, the day is
called both "Palm Sunday" and
"Passion Sunday.".
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RAISING DISCIPLES

Religious Education
Coordinator - Lisa Fortunato

ssbvm.org/Education
Ifortunato@ssbvm.org

SSBVM Catholic School
Principal - Angela Warner

Sevensorrowsschool.com
awarner@ssbvm.org

RAISING DISCIPLES:
03/29/26 No Class/Palm Sunday
04/05/26 - No Class/Happy Easter!

04/12/26 Class/4th Gr. Mass & Rosary Award Ceremony

04/26/26 Class/End of Year Celebration

2nd Grade - 1st Holy Communion

04/11/26 Parent & Student Retreat

04/29/26 Rehearsal

05/02/26 1st Holy Communlon Mass & May Crownmg
weekend

to serve? -

Now Enrolling!

Our parish PreK-8th grade Catholic School is
now accepting applications for the upcoming
school year.

Support the Heart of Mary Fund

The Heart of Mary Fund helps Seven
Sorrows BYM School provide tuition
assistance,  improve  academic
programs, and enhance the spiritual
and educational experience for every
student. Your generosity directly
strengthens our parish school and

To make a gift, scan the QR code or visit
SevenSorrowsSchool.com and click

famili h : ‘Donate.
E"ftmsedﬂif; Ll [ TR
‘ ' our children!

"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" (Matthew 21:9)

As we enter Holy Week, we honor Christ's sacrifice. Priesthood, consecrated life, and holy
matrimony mirror this self-giving love, offerlng one's life for others. Could God be calling you

- " Talk to Father Sahd or reach out to Father Weaver at the Vocations Office at Friweaver@hbg.org
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Business ® LiFe
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Brian MaHon
CIC, CRM, CCIC

LireLonc CaTHoLIC

717-626-9262

WWW.IGLOOINS.COM

Michele l; ) Hughes
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" LARRY HESS rerore
| ABR, THEHESS GROUP
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M: 717.875.0598 WILLIAMS
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lowers for all Occasions 5139 Main St. East Petersburg, PA 17520 |'I'-i/ E S s|

131 Dock Street
Middletown, PA 17057

717-944-5425 3% |

catholicmatch’
Pennsylvania

YOUR DOWNSIZING
SOLUTION!

717.468.2520

2S.Union St.
Middletown, PA

CatholicMatch.com/goPA Finpuson '

Jim Shomberg
IITHALTNEE|  Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.
L8 7.]7-473-732.7 (call or Text) Stmply go 0
& Jim@0neDialDumpster.com | SN TE 0 | (2770
@ www.OneDialDumpster.com EY%SE
DUMPSTER RENTALS ;
JUNK REMovAL Bt bdl
&. DEMOLITION $DISCOVERMASS

Available 24 hours a day,
7 days a week

717-537-9613

Parishioners

ADVERTISE
HERE

{7 \»
Promote your Business WATER | FIRE | MOLD

AND Support your Parish.

Lisa Sparkman ~ 717-507-3766
Isparkman@diocesan.com

Emergency Service
Immediate Response
Transparent Pricing

Certified Technicians
Work with your insurance company
Financing available at this location

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Diocesan is proud to be printing

M, Seven Seviows of the Blessed Vingin
1 Manys Sunday Bulletin

You are invited to help support our Parish!
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For opportunities to advertise, please call 800-233-8200.

17.944.7015

Zachary E. Matinchek
Owner, Supervisor, Parishioner
zac@matinchekfh.com

; - . :
Funeral Home and Cremation Services,

www.matinchekanddaughterfuneralhome.com

Zeisz  Middletown, PA
7" 944-3133

kofc3501@sevensorrows.org

EWTN.COM/RADIO

Global
Catholic

EWTN | gt

Tim Noll CLU-ChFC
Tami N Russo CPA-CFP

Comprehensive
Financial Planning
Investment Management
Long Term Care

Life Insurance

717-939-0968

NollFinancialServices.com

Rnights of Columbus|  NOLL
Msizflm;"fha FINANCIAL
SERVICES [+

Family Owned & Operated Since 1961

Crystal Pools, Inc.

ey el

= D
AP POOLS » SPAS » ACCESSORIES |\ 4o
www.crystalpoolsinc.com
Proudly Serving Central PA Since1964
4175 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022
717-534-1837

Calls

Foggy Window? Need a Mirror?
Custom Glass Job?
Etching for a Special Occasion?

TW“”M:d Penn Glass!

717.944.7024 (fax)

Frank E. Matinchek
Founder, Parishioner

Inc.

260 E. Main St. Middletown, PA 17057

Locally Owned Since 1959

717-575-2156
Mount Joy, Pa

Find Our Ad at
KarnsFoods.com

Joette M. Swartz, Realtor
Parishioner

RE/ MAX Realty Select

S Office: (717) 526-4300
Cell: (717) 319-4152

REMBEX

Above

gl

¢ HARRISBURG

SSOCIATES
+ Cataract Surgery
« Diabetic Eye Exams &
* Macular Degeneration

NOW ACCEPTING
* Glaucoma Treatment @
+ Ophthalmology

o
oW
Medical and Surgl of the E II

h‘lllve Atl:cept MOS?I 4700 Union Deposit Road, Suite 220, Hurnsburg PA 17111
ajorinsurances| PN (717) 695-6326 * Fax (717) 695-6908 * www.harrisburgeyes.com

MIDDLETOWN TIRE & ALIGNMENT
33 R Market St., Middletown

717-944-1925

Billy Stone, Owner

©2025 Diocesan

JN

Jacqueline A. Kelly, Esq., CELA
(717) 731-9600

Cell: (717) 649-1079
i-kelly@hhgllp.com

Estate Planning
Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney
Living Wills, Elder Law
Estate/Trust Administration

HEATING - AIR CONDITIONING - PLUMBING
WELL PUMPS - WATER TREATMENT

M-F 7:30am-4:00pm
Emergency calls answered by employees 24/7

d - NOW

117-944-0132 - infoc@erlighty.com
PARISHIONERS

WHY CHOOSE US?

Trust us to provide reliable, efficient, and
sustainable solutions for yuur |IIlIIlE or |lIISIIIESS

From heating and cooling to plumk
water systems, we ensure your peace of

. mind and satisfaction at every step.
View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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