February 8, 2026

Reverend Timothy J. Sahd, Pastor

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE:

DAILY MASS:
Monday: 8:00am
Tuesday: 8:00am
Wednesday: 8:30am
Thursday: 6:00pm
Friday: 8:00am
Saturday: 8:00am

SUNDAY MASS:
Saturday: 4:30pm
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:30am, 6:00pm

CONFESSIONS:
Thursday: 5:00pm-5:45pm
Saturday: 7:15-7:50am and 3:30-4:15pm

ADORATION: (in the Chapel)
Monday: 9:00am-10:00pm
Tuesday: 9:00am-10:00pm
Wednesday: 10:00am-10:00pm
Thursday: 9:00am-10:00pm
Friday: 9:00am-Noon

PARISH: 280 N. Race Street; Middletown, PA 17057

SEVEN SORROWS

of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church
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FrSahd@ssbvm.org
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Join us the 6 Fridays of Lent!

February 20 & 27th
March 6, 13, 20 & 27th

5:00-8:00pm Drive Thru Only
G

02— 30

Confirmation Mass

The Sacrament of Confirmation will take place
Sunday, February 15, 2026
@ our 10:30am Mass

Come Holy Spirit, Come!

717-944-3133 Phone | 717-944-1170 Fax | ssbvm.org

RECTORY HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm, Friday 9:00am-1:00pm




A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Today marks the beginning of World Marriage Week, and as part of our vocations promotions, we promote the Sacrament of Marriage in
addition to the Sacrament of Holy Orders to the Priesthood and Diaconate, as well as religious life.

Sometimes, the promotion of the Sacrament of Marriage gets left behind in our zeal to promote vocations to the Priesthood, especially. It
is an important thing to do, especially because we are in such need of young men to discern a life to the Diocesan Priesthood.

But Marriage will be the Sacrament that most people will — and have — found to be their vocation. And entering into Holy Matrimony
through the Church is a great gift.

Fewer and fewer people are entering the Sacrament. In 2000, there were nearly 267,000 marriages in the Catholic Church. In 2024, that
number dropped to just over 110,000. That is a HUGE drop.

That follows a smaller drop in marriages in general in the United States. In 2000, there were 2.3 million marriages; in 2024, there were 2
million.

People just aren’t getting married at the same rate as they have in the past. Marriage is hard, and even though I am not married, I believe
it to be harder than a life as a priest. I have to know what God wants me to do, and then have the courage to do it. A married couple has
to know what God wants them to do, agree to do it together, and then have the courage to do it. It is so hard for two people to be on the
same page.

I pray for our married couples, and for those who are considering the Sacrament of Marriage. While it is hard, it is also so rewarding. Our
married couples, when they sacrifice for each other and live for each other, show me how to live as Jesus lives. You show me how to be
a better priest. Thank you for choosing marriage.

If you’ve been civilly married, but not married in the Church, and would like to explore a way to have your marriage
“convalidated” (made a Sacrament), please let me know! Many people initially get married by the state outside of a church for many
reasons, but later in life want their marriage made a Sacrament (some people say, “have their marriage blessed”).

If it is possible to do so, I want to help you do it, and please contact me by E-mail or phone. There may be other steps involved, but we
can see what we need to do to make it happen.

Marriage is such a great gift. Every year, I attend the Mass for the couples in our Diocese who reach 50 years of marriage. There are al-
ways at least a few couples from Seven Sorrows who reach that milestone. Seeing them with their families, I wonder what would happen
if God had not blessed that couple with marriage, and how we would not know of those family members brought into the world by that
couple!

There was a woman who survived the Holocaust, Shoshana Ovitz. She was the lone survivor of her family. She married her husband, and
in 2021 had a picture taken with her family at the Western Wall in Jerusalem. She took the picture with her over 400 descendants!

That marriage produced 400 people who would not know life! Wow.

I think of my own parents, married over 55 years, and the difficulties and struggles they overcame every day in their marriage. ’'m so
grateful for their “T dos” at Holy Trinity in Columbia, PA on Sept. 27, 1970, and have lived since then.

May God bless all of our married couples, and may God bless those discerning marriage. Please know of my love and support for you,
and our Lord’s desire for you to find fulfillment in that awesome life! God bless you!

Fr. Sahd
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MASS INTENTIONS SUNDAY OFFERING

SUNDAY, FEBRURY 8, 2026 JANUARY 25, 2026

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Sunday giving  $17,656.00
800am  +Emil Daniels Online giving  5,639.25
10:30 am  Our Parish Family

Scan for Online Giving
6:00 pm  +Dolores and Richard Stichter ol $23,295.25

hélg(l)\lDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2026 m

+Christine DeFilippo
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 8

R

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2026  St. Scholastica 800am  Soup Sale Narthex (after all Masses)
8:00 am  +Charles and Helen Mathias 8:00am  Scout Sunday
9:15am  Religious Education

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2026 Our Lady of Lourdes 10:30 am Parish Playroom _Church Basement

. 1:00 pm Little Dribblers Gym
8:30 am  +Sheron Marshall 1:00 pm Bible Study Drexel Room
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2026 MONDAY FEBRUARY 9
5:15 pm - 5:50 pm CONFESSION 6:00 pm  Legion of Mary
6:00 pm  +Jennifer Oswald 6:30 pm  Bible Study Art Room

7:00 pm  JV Girls Basketball Gym

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2026

8:00am  +Judy Douglass TUESDAY  FEBRUARY 10

5:00 pm  Novice Boys Basketball Gym
6:00 pm  Varsity Boys Basketball Gym

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2026 6:00 pm  PTT Meeting Library
Sts. Cyril, Monk, and Methodius 6:00 pm  Senior Ministry Meeting Drexel Room
715 am -7:50 am  CONFESSION 7:00 pm  Scouts Cafeteria
8:00 am  +Vince Varankar
3:30 pm - 415 pm CONFESSION WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 11
4:30 pm  +Deceased Members of the Douglass Family >:00 pm  Novice Girls Basketball ~Gym
6:00 pm  JV Girls Basketball Gym
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2026 g15pm  Off the Strects Meeting _ Library
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time oo bm oF r ractice
’ 6:30 pm  Confirmation Rehearsal Church
8:00am  +B.J. Smertneck 7:00 pm  Varsity Girls Basketball Gym
10:30 am  +Joanne Lando
6:00 pm Our Parish Family THURSDAY FEBRUARY 12
8:30am  Church Cleaners Team # 3
3¢ 5:30 pm  Novice Girls Basketball Gym
Sun. Feb. 8 lsa 58:7-10 (73A) / 1 Cor 2:1-5 / Matt 5:13-16 Eelb ST RIS SRR
; 470 .E2_ FRIDAY  FEBRUARY 13
Mon. Feb. 9 1Kings 8:1-7,9-13 / Mark 6:53-56 530 pm  Novice Boys Basketball Gym
Tue. Feb. 10 1Kings 8:22-23,27-30 / Mark 7:1-13
- SATURDAY FEBRUARY 14
Wed. Feb. 11 1Kings 10:1-10 / Mark 7:14-23 6:30am TMIY Cafeteria
. A ] 10:00 am Women of Grace Art Room
Thu. Feb. 12 1Kings 11:4-13 / Mark 7:24-30 4:30 pm  Off the Streets Donation House Narthex
Fri. Feb. 13 1Kings 11:29-32; 12:19 / Mark 7:31-37 SUNDAY FEBRUARY 15
Sat. Feb.14 1Kings 12:26-32; 13:33-34 / Mark 8:1-10 8:00am  Off the Streets Donation House  Narthex
(after all Masses)
Sun. Feb. 15 Sir 15:15-20(76A) / 1Cor 2:6-10 / Matt 5:17-37 10:30 am Confirmation

N*\T }]%80 am Parish Plz)gloom GChurch Basement
L ] Little Dri
REST IN PEACE 190pm Ui Drboles, ST

Please pray for the repose of the souls of
Joseph Boley T
Eileen Sceski 1] B/A\PTISM
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them.

1:00 pm  Bible Study Drexel Room

Our Parish Family rejoices and welcomes
Catherine Mary Lushko
child of Brian and Emily Lushko

PULP'T & ALTAR FLOWERS who was baptized by Water and the Spirit.

The flowers located at the altar this weekend are Altar Flowers may be placed in the sanctuary for special oc-
in loving memory of Richard and Dolores Stichter. casions or in memory of a loved one. For more details call
They are a gift from their family. Deborah Breon at 717-986-1959.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



gg=— Remember Our Military In Our Prayers
=—— We would like to keep our parishioners and loved ones on
active military in our thoughts and prayers. Please provide
the following information & call the parish office.
RANK NAME BRANCH
LT. Col Sam Herbert Army
GYSGT Brendon J. Parkhill Marines
Mackenzie Mehalick Navy
CPT Luke Mrakovich Marines
Sgt. Corbin Stetler ARNG
AGl1 Stephen Boyland Navy
CPT Noah Bamert Army
CPT Andrew T. Lavelle Army
Ist Lt. Mark E. Lavelle Army
Ist Lt. Phillip Bertovic Army
Lt Col Todd Campbell Air Force
CPT Edward C. Stene USAR
Ist Lt Nicholas Campbell Marines
TSgt. Brittany MacBlane USAF
ACI Trey Kephart USAF
MGST Daniel Brought Marines
AlC Nicolas A. Corradi USAF

SENIOR MINISTRY

TOUR OF CHURCHES CONTINUES - Historic B'nai Jacob
Synagogue - February 24, 2026, 10:30 am. 220 Nissley Street
(Corner of Nissley & Water Streets), Middletown. Lunch at the
RiverHouse.

HOLY MASS & GAME NIGHT - February 26 Mass @ 6 pm &
Game Night immediately following in the Upper Cafeteria,
weather permitting. Bring some snacks to share & your favorite
soft drink to enjoy!

PHILADELPHIA FLOWER SHOW BUS TRIP - scheduled
for March 4 has been CANCELLED, due to lack of interest.

MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY

él_l::, Spiritual Support Group

2nd Thursday of every month.
Feb. 12 at 6:30 pm

Mental Health Ministry
Seven Somows BYM

OFF THE STREETS

Off The Streets is holding a Sk walk around Middletown bor-
ough on Feb. 28 from 1-4 PM, starting and ending in the school
gymnasium, to raise funds and awareness about those [a]f s [a]
experiencing homelessness. ey
Want to participate, volunteer or donate?

Head to cnoy.com/location/middletown, or call
717-460-2137 for more information.
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NEED TO KNOW

] ,_“u 4 ST We are looking for additional volunteers
¢ ' throughout the six weeks of the 2026 Fish
Fry starting the Week of Feb. 15 and
ending on Friday, March 27.

: ‘ W
. S_H FBY ‘If you can help, please go to the Seven

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED SOITOWS V}{ebsite, and select “Fish Fry
Volunteer”. On the next page select

' “Contact Sam and Linda”. Fill out the
form with your contact information and

in the message area tell us the dates and times you can volunteer.

Here is the direct link: https://www.ssbvm.org/fish-fry-kids

2025
Statements

-

Contribution letters have
been mailed.

If you have not received it or
have questions call Carole at
the Parish Office

944-3133 x 156

This weekend, we celebrate World Marriage Day.

Let's take time to pray for our spouses an(;-e% other to lift our
marriages. Do something special for each other this weekend to

show your gratitude fogyo ouse. Your goal in this Vocation
of:‘Marriage should beMCa Use torheaven. Taketime
to ponderin your heart how you d(&mstarﬂng right
now. e "t _’J' L&
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Join us for a celebration of your

@)Mn% Aaniverjary

June 21, 2026
Holy Name of Jesus Church

Most Reverend Timothy C. Senior
Celebrant and Homilist

2
Please contact your parish office with your &7
i name and address by March 1, 2026. oy



http://cnoy.com/location/middletown

RAISING DISCIPLES

Religious Education ssbvm.org/Education SSBVM Catholic School Sevensorrowsschool.com
Coordinator - Lisa Fortunato Ifortunato@ssbvm.org Principal - Angela Warner  awarner@ssbvm.org

RAISING DISCIPLES:
02/08/26 Class
02/15/26 No Class
02/22/26 Class
03/01/26 - Class

Support the Heart of Mary Fund

The Heart of Mary Fund helps Seven
Sorrows BYM School provide tuition
assistance,  improve  academic
programs, and enhance the spiritual
and educational experience for every

CONFIRMATION:
02/11/26 Student & Sponsor Rehearsal 6:30pm Church

02/15/26 Confirmation Mass 10:30am student. Your generosity directly T“"“‘kf“3”‘-“3“”’3Q““”W,’“i‘“
: strengthens our parish school and 5“““5“’“'“?3{"00'{““”““"""
. ts famil h : onate,
BlShOp sl B3| rkourimesigh e e
' our children!

I I McDevitt

HIGH SCHOOL

Become a Crusader! Applications are being accepted
for the 2026-2027 school year at Bishop McDevitt High School
for new and transfer students entering grades 9th-12th .

Visit bishopmcdevitt.org to complete your application today!

RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS

“You are the light of the world." (Matthew 5:14)

On World Marriage Day, we honor couples who shine Christ's love through their union. Holy
matrimony is a vocation of light, |IIum|nat|ng the world with faith and fidelity. Renew your commitment

with your spouse in prayer.
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:" NSURANCE N Flowers for all Occasions

Promote your Business AND support your Parish. | Business * LiFe 131 Dock Street

_ Middletown, PA 17057 " _
Lisa Sparkman ~ 717-507-3766 - 8t YOUR DOWNSIZING
Isparkman@diocesan.com Home = Auto 717-944- 5425,,,%;‘% s @ SOLUTION!

717.468.2520

Working with Seniors & their families to help sell theirhome & the treasuresinit.

Brian MaHon v
CIC, CRM, CCIC DA<
LireLonG CaTHoOLIC Get this bulletin 717.468.2520

717'626'9262 emailed to you NINT ,L {\H( }I-’pb 2S.Union St.
WWW.IGLOOINS.COM every week. AMARKETPLALEFOR Hano, Middletown, PA
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717-473-7327

onedialdumpster.com $DISCOVERMASS |[eeiiale]ilel Vool s ReTelsy Ve To] N

The Businesses listed make this bulletin possibile.

Please support them when you can.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Diocesan is proud to be printing

M, Seven Seviows of the Blessed Vingin
1 Manys Sunday Bulletin

You are invited to help support our Parish! Ny

5

o

For opportunities to advertise, please call 800-233-8200.

17.944.7015

Zachary E. Matinchek
Owner, Supervisor, Parishioner
zac@matinchekfh.com

; - . :
Funeral Home and Cremation Services,

www.matinchekanddaughterfuneralhome.com

iz Middletown, PA
Y 944-3133

kofc3501@sevensorrows.org

EWTN.COM/RADIO

Global
Catholic

EWTN | gt

Tim Noll CLU-ChFC
Tami N Russo CPA-CFP

Comprehensive
Financial Planning

Investment Management
Long Term Care

Life Insurance

717-939-0968

NollFinancialServices.com

ey
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Crystal Pools, Inc.

Family Owned & Operated Since 1961

260 E. Main St. Middletown, PA 17057

Arse POOLS © SPAS « ACCESSORIES |\ 4o

www.crystalpoolsinc.com
Proudly Serving Central PA Since1964
4175 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022

Calls

717-534-1837

Foggy Window? Need a Mirror?
Custom Glass Job?
« || Etching for a Special Occasion?

TW“”M:d Penn Glass!

717.944.7024 (fax)

Frank E. Matinchek
Founder, Parishioner

Inc.

Locally Owned Since 1959

717-575-2156
Mount Joy, Pa

Find Our Ad at
KarnsFoods.com

Joette M. Swartz, Realtor
Parishioner

RE/MAX Realty Select
Em Office: (717) 526-4300

' Cell: (717) 319-4152
" Elﬂék\‘d' RVMN

& HARRISBURG

EYE ASSOCIATES
+ Cataract Surgery
« Diabetic Eye Exams &
* Macular Degeneration

NOW ACCEPTING
* Glaucoma Treatment @
+ Ophthalmology

o
oW
Medical and Surgl of the E II

h‘lllve Atl:cept MOS?I 4700 Union Deposit Road, Suite 220, Hurnsburg PA 17111
ajorinsurances| PN (717) 695-6326 * Fax (717) 695-6908 * www.harrisburgeyes.com

MIDDLETOWN TIRE & ALIGNMENT
33 R Market St., Middletown

717-944-1925

Billy Stone, Owner

orch Orthodontices

LLC 2y

Susan M. Korch pump. ms

2025 Dit;esa

JN

Jacqueline A. Kelly, Esq., CELA
(717) 731-9600

Cell: (717) 649-1079
j-kelly@hhgllp.com

Estate Planning
Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney
Living Wills, Elder Law
Estate/Trust Administration

| Letgour®
¢SKORCHfNG

ershey & 717.533.7400 - skorchlngsmlles com
View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

HEATING - AIR CONDITIONING - PLUMBING
WELL PUMPS - WATER TREATMENT

M-F 7:30am-4:00pm
Emergency calls answered by employees 24/7

d - NOW

117-944-0132 - infoc@erlighty.com
PARISHIONERS

WHY CHOOSE US?
Trust us to provide reliable, efficient, and
sustainable solutions for yuur fiome or business.

From heating and cooling to plumbing and
water systems, we ensure your peace of
mind and satisfaction at every step.
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