


IINN RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE
Rev. J. Weaver, Vocations Director - Frjweaver@hbgdiocese.org
PPAARRIISSHH MMAANNAAGGEERRCarole Larry - clarry@ssbvm.org
AADDMMIINNIISSTTRRAATTIIVVEE AASSSSIISSTTAANNTTSS // BBUULLLLEETTIINN CCOONNTTAACCTTTina D'Angelo - tdangelo@ssbvm.orgKristin Stetler - kstetler@ssbvm.org

RREELLIIGGIIOOUUSS EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNLisa Fortunato - lfortunato@ssbvm.org
MMUUSSIICC DDIIRREECCTTOORRJoe Trojcak - joetrojcak@gmail.com
PPAARRIISSHH SSCCHHOOOOLL

PPAARRIISSHH SSTTAAFFFF SSCCHHOOOOLL SSTTAAFFFF

AA LLEETTTTEERR FFRROOMM TTHHEE PPAASSTTOORR
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

During Christmas, we celebrate so many Feast Days: The Holy Family; Mary, Mother of God; Epiphany; and several Saints Feast Days.
Today is another: The Baptism of Our Lord!

Today is actually a day of Ordinary Time, and not the Christmas season, but this Feast Day of Jesus’ baptism means we hold off on Ordi-
nary Time for one more day. We have this Feast on the first Sunday of Ordinary Time because this was the event that kicked off Jesus’
three years of public ministry.

Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River, at a place that is near Jericho, the ancient city in the Bible that Israel invaded by blowing horns
and the city walls came tumbling down.

Jericho is now in the West Bank, which is a Palestinian-controlled territory in Israel. The location of Jesus’ baptism is also on the Jordan
River, and on the other bank of the river is the country of Jordan.

Here is a picture of the site of Jesus’ baptism, on the river. The river is not wide AT
ALL. It’s not even as wide as the Swatara Creek!

I think I have spoken before that, when I was visiting the awesome site, there were
guards on the Jordan side that were holding machine guns.

This is a very tense territory. There are so many competing interests. It seems like this
would not be in the spirit of what Jesus’ baptism represents, which is Peace and For-
giveness.

But we have to remember that Jesus entered a world that was divided, and even at His
baptism, there were people there who did not like John the Baptist (and he called
them out!). There was division then, and there is division now.

But that didn’t stop Jesus from being present in the messiness, in the division, in the war. Jesus entered right into it. Just like today, He
enters with His Divinity, His Holiness, His Mercy, into the disasters of our world today, whether that is in our own lives, our families,
our parish, our country or world.

The presence of division and war does not mean He is not here. It just means that we make a mess of what we’ve been given, no matter
the century or day. It does mean that He is always present, and desires for us to recognize His presence in the disasters of our day. Do we
run for Him, do we seek Him out, or ignore Him (as the leaders of Jesus’ day did)?

Happy Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord, and may it re-ignite our desire to allow Jesus to change us from our unsettledness to His Peace,
just as He did on the day of our baptism!

A Steeler blessing?
After the Steelers/Ravens game, in which the Steelers won in a crazy fashion, you may have seen
that a priest blessed the field with Holy Water before the game. Here’s a photo of him doing it:

The announcer said that the priest blessed just that end zone (where the Steelers eventually won the
game). St. Vincent College, where he lives, wrote that Father Max and the other priests there al-
ways bless the field before every game, asking God for the safety of the players of both teams.

It just so happens that the Steelers won! Does that mean the blessing worked? Well, for me as a
Steeler fan, yes! But God is glorified when we live to our fullest. Our God is with the winners and
the losers, as attested by the Ravens kicker, who missed the game-winning field goal. He said after
the game that he knows that “God’s got his back,” no matter what! How true! God bless you!
Fr. Sahd
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MMAASSSS IINNTTEENNTTIIOONNSS

DDAAIILLYY RREEAADDIINNGGSS

SSUUNNDDAAYY OOFFFFEERRIINNGG

Please pray for the repose of the souls of
JJiimm BBeennssoonn
JJuunnee FFiinncchh

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them.

TTHHIISS WWEEEEKK @@ SSSSBBVVMM

RREESSTT IINN PPEEAACCEE

SSUUNNDDAAYY JJAANNUUAARRYY 1111
99::1155 aamm RReelliiggiioouuss EEdduuccaattiioonn
1100::3300 aamm PPaarriisshh PPllaayyrroooomm CChhuurrcchh BBaasseemmeenntt
11::0000 ppmm LLiittttllee DDrriibbbblleerrss GGyymm

MMOONNDDAAYY JJAANNUUAARRYY 1122
66::0000 ppmm LLeeggiioonn ooff MMaarryy
77::0000 ppmm JJVV GGiirrllss BBaasskkeettbbaallll GGyymm

TTUUEESSDDAAYY JJAANNUUAARRYY 1133
55::0000 ppmm NNoovviiccee BBooyyss BBaasskkeettbbaallll GGyymm
66::0000 ppmm VVaarrssiittyy BBooyyss BBaasskkeettbbaallll GGyymm
66::0000 ppmm SSeenniioorr MMiinniissttrryy MMeeeettiinngg DDrreexxeell RRoooomm
77::0000 ppmm SSccoouuttss CCaaffeetteerriiaa

WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY JJAANNUUAARRYY 1144
55::0000 ppmm NNoovviiccee GGiirrllss BBaasskkeettbbaallll GGyymm
66::0000 ppmm JJVV GGiirrllss BBaasskkeettbbaallll GGyymm
66::1155 ppmm OOffff tthhee SSttrreeeettss LLiibbrraarryy
66::3300 ppmm CChhooiirr PPrraaccttiiccee
77::0000 ppmm VVaarrssiittyy GGiirrllss BBaasskkeettbbaallll GGyymm

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY JJAANNUUAARRYY 1155
88::3300 aamm CChhuurrcchh CClleeaanneerrss TTeeaamm ##44
55::3300 ppmm NNoovviiccee GGiirrllss BBaasskkeettbbaallll GGyymm
66::3300 ppmm OOCCIIAA LLiibbrraarryy
77::0000 ppmm VVaarrssiittyy BBooyyss BBaasskkeettbbaallll GGyymm

FFRRIIDDAAYY JJAANNUUAARRYY 1166
55::3300 ppmm NNoovviiccee BBooyyss BBaasskkeettbbaallll GGyymm

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY JJAANNUUAARRYY 1177
1100::0000 aamm WWoommeenn ooff GGrraaccee AArrtt RRoooomm
44::3300 ppmm CCCCWW BBaakkee SSaallee NNaarrtthheexx

SSUUNNDDAAYY JJAANNUUAARRYY 1188
88::0000 aamm CCCCWW BBaakkee SSaallee NNaarrtthheexx

((aafftteerr aallll MMaasssseess))
99::1155 aamm RReelliiggiioouuss EEdduuccaattiioonn
1100::3300 aamm PPaarriisshh PPllaayyrroooomm CChhuurrcchh BBaasseemmeenntt
11::0000 ppmm LLiittttllee DDrriibbbblleerrss GGyymm

SSUUNNDDAAYY,, JJAANNUUAARRYY 1111,, 22002266
TThhee BBaappttiissmm ooff tthhee LLoorrdd
88::0000 aamm ++AAnnddrreeww aanndd HHeelleenn HHyydduukk

1100::3300 aamm OOuurr PPaarriisshh FFaammiillyy
66::0000 ppmm ++AAnnnn SSaavviiddggee

MMOONNDDAAYY,, JJAANNUUAARRYY 1122,, 22002266
88::0000 aamm ++CChhaarrlleess CCoollee

TTUUEESSDDAAYY,, JJAANNUUAARRYY 1133,, 22002266 SStt.. HHiillaarryy
88::0000 aamm ++AAnntthhoonnyy HHoorrnneeyy

WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY,, JJAANNUUAARRYY 1144,, 22002266
88::3300 aamm ++LLaawwrreennccee GGuussttiinn

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY,, JJAANNUUAARRYY 1155,, 22002266
55::1155 ppmm -- 55::5500 ppmm CCOONNFFEESSSSIIOONN
66::0000 ppmm ++VViinnccee VVaarraannkkaarr

FFRRIIDDAAYY,, JJAANNUUAARRYY 1166,, 22002266
88::0000 aamm ++AArrtt GGuuttiieerrrreezz

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,, JJAANNUUAARRYY 1177,, 22002266 SStt.. AAnntthhoonnyy
77::1155 aamm --77::5500 aamm CCOONNFFEESSSSIIOONN
88::0000 aamm ++GGeennee DDeeCCaammpp
33::3300 ppmm -- 44::1155 ppmm CCOONNFFEESSSSIIOONN
44::3300 ppmm ++RRiicchhaarrdd SSttee.. MMaarriiee

SSUUNNDDAAYY,, JJAANNUUAARRYY 1188,, 22002266
SSeeccoonndd SSuunnddaayy iinn OOrrddiinnaarryy TTiimmee
88::0000 aamm ++MMaarriioo CCoorrrraaddii

1100::3300 aamm ++WWiilllliiaamm AArrcchh
66::0000 ppmm OOuurr PPaarriisshh FFaammiillyy

AAllttaarr FFlloowweerrss may be placed in the
sanctuary for special occasions or in memory
of a loved one.
For more details call Deborah Breon at
 717-986-1959.

SSuunn.. JJaann 1111 IIssaa 4422::11--44,,66--77 ((2211AABBCC)) // AAccttss 1100::3344--3388 //MMaatttt
33::1133--1177 ((2211AA))

MMoonn.. JJaann 1122 11 SSaamm 11::11--88 // MMaarrkk 11::1144--2200
TTuuee.. JJaann 1133 11 SSaamm 11::99--2200 // MMaarrkk 11::2211--2288
WWeedd.. JJaann 1144 11 SSaamm 33::11--1100,,1199--2200 // MMaarrkk 11::2299--3399
TThhuu.. JJaann 1155 11 SSaamm 44::11--1111 // MMaarrkk 11::4400--4455
FFrrii.. JJaann 1166 11 SSaamm 88::44--77,, 1100--2222aa // MMaarrkk 22::11--1122
SSaatt.. JJaann.. 1177 11 SSaamm 99::11--44,, 1177--1199,, 1100::11 // MMaarrkk 22::1133--1177
SSuunn.. JJaann 1188 IIssaa 4499::33,,55--66((6644)) // 11 CCoorr 11::11--33 // JJoohhnn 11::2299--3344

DDeecceemmbbeerr 2288,, 22002255 JJaannuuaarryy 44,, 22002266
SSuunnddaayy GGiivviinngg $17,688.00 $15,027.00
OOnnlliinnee GGiivviinngg $ 4,480.00 $ 6,601.25
TToottaall $22,168.00 $21,628.25
CChhrriissttmmaass CCoolllleeccttiioonn $51,142.00
FFlloowweerr CCoolllleeccttiioonn $ 2,906.00 SSccaann ffoorr OOnnlliinnee GGiivviinngg

CCaann’’tt mmaakkee MMaassss??
If you or someone you know is unable to attend Mass for a
short period of time or extended time, due to recuperation,
age or housebound, please call the Church Office.
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SSEENNIIOORR MMIINNIISSTTRRYY

Remember Our Military In Our Prayers
We would like to keep our parishioners and loved ones on

active military in our thoughts and prayers. Please provide
the following information & call the parish office.

MMEENNTTAALL HHEEAALLTTHH MMIINNIISSTTRRYY

RANK NAME BRANCH
MAJ Sam Herbert Army
GYSGT Brendon J. Parkhill Marines

Mackenzie Mehalick Navy
1st Lt. Luke Mrakovich Marines
Sgt. Corbin Stetler ARNG
AG1 Stephen Boyland Navy
CPT Noah Bamert Army
CPT Andrew T. Lavelle Army
1st Lt. Mark E. Lavelle Army
1st Lt. Phillip Bertovic Army
Lt Col Todd Campbell Air Force
CPT Edward C. Stene USAR
1st Lt Nicholas Campbell Marines
TSgt. Brittany MacBlane USAF
ACI Trey Kephart USAF
MGST Daniel Brought Marines
A1C Nicolas A. Corradi USAF

CCOOUUNNCCIILL OOFF CCAATTHHOOLLIICC WWOOMMEENN

PPaarriisshh RRoossaarryy MMaakkiinngg
Join us to make Rosaries for the Missions in the school
Art room., Sunday, January 25 anytime from 11:30AM to
4:00PM. If you make two for the Missions, you can
make one for yourself! Adults are welcome.

EEGGGG SSeeaassoonn 22002266
Thank you for your donations of 40 & 48oz Jif Creamy
PB Goal: 1000 To Date: 375

SIGNUPS IN NARTHEX for inner at Gilligan's - Now
through Sunday, January 11. Join our New Year Celebration
2026 at Gilligan's Bar & Grill, Eisenhower Boulevard, on Janu-
ary 24, at 6 pm, after Saturday Evening Mass. Details available
on signup table in Narthex.

SENIOR MINISTRY COMMITTEE MEETINGS - January
13, 2026, at 6 pm in the Drexel Room.

HOLY MASS & GAME NIGHT - January 22 Thursday
Evening Mass at 6 pm & Game Night immediately following in
the Upper School Cafeteria, weather permitting. Bring some
snacks to share & your favorite soft drink to enjoy!

Missed the Photo session?

You may submit digital or printed image for
inclusion in directory for $15 fee.

Include names of everyone included in photo.
If submitting a copyrighted photo, include copy
of permission to reproduce image. You will
receive copy of directory but no 8x10 portrait.

$15 check payable to “Seven Sorrows” and
photo must be received in parish office no
later than January 19th.

To submit printed image (will NOT be returned)
Mail photo (with permission to reproduce, if
applicable) with check to:

Seven Sorrows Parish
280 Race Street
Middletown, PA 17057

To submit digital image (at least 300 dpi)
Email to: clarry@ssbvm.org
Include permission to reproduce, if applicable

““FFiigghhtt LLiikkee aa CCaatthhoolliicc””,, SSppiirriittuuaall WWaarrffaarree iinn tthhee CCaatthhoolliicc
TTrraaddiittiioonn,, BBooookk SSttuuddyy bbyy SSuussaann BBrriinnkkmmaannnn,, OOCCDDSS,, DDiirreeccttoorr ooff
CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss aanndd NNeeww AAggee RReesseeaarrcchh ffoorr tthhee WWoommeenn ooff
GGrraaccee AAppoossttoollaattee..

Study begins Saturday, January 17, 2026 from 10:00 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. at Seven Sorrows Catholic Church in Middletown
for Five Saturdays (also January 24, January 31, February 14,
and February 21.

Study includes weekly video; cost of book $15.95. Purchase
book prior to the first meeting.

BBaakkee SSaallee on Jan. 17/18.

All donations from our parish bakers
are welcome.

Sweet treats are for sale after all
Masses until sold out.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



RRAAIISSIINNGG DDIISSCCIIPPLLEESS::
01/11/26 - Class & 7th Gr. Student Mass
01/12/26 - 1st Communion Quilt Square due
01/17/26 - Jr. High Youth Ministry event - Paramount Sports
01/18/26 - No Class
01/25/26 - Class

RREELLIIGGIIOOUUSS VVOOCCAATTIIOONNSS
""YYoouu aarree mmyy bbeelloovveedd SSoonn;; wwiitthh yyoouu II aamm wweellll pplleeaasseedd.."" ((MMaatttthheeww 33::1177))

God's delight in His Son mirrors the joy He takes in those who follow His call. As a child of
God, He desires what is best for you. Take time this week to pray and listen for His guidance in
how He wants you to serve Him.

Talk to Father Sahd or reach out to Father Weaver at the Vocations Office at Frjweaver@hbgdiocese.org

RReelliiggiioouuss EEdduuccaattiioonn ssbvm.org/Education
CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr -- LLiissaa FFoorrttuunnaattoo lfortunato@ssbvm.org

SSSSBBVVMM CCaatthhoolliicc SScchhooooll Sevensorrowsschool.com
PPrriinncciippaall -- AAnnggeellaa WWaarrnneerr awarner@ssbvm.org
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