Baptismal site of Jesus Christ in the
Jordan River by his cousin, John the Baptist

January 11, 2026

Reverend Timothy J. Sahd, Pastor

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE:

DAILY MASS:
Monday: 8:00am
Tuesday: 8:00am
Wednesday: 8:30am
Thursday: 6:00pm
Friday: 8:00am
Saturday: 8:00am

SUNDAY MASS:
Saturday: 4:30pm
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:30am, 6:00pm

CONFESSIONS:
Thursday: 5:00pm-5:45pm
Saturday: 7:15-7:50am and 3:30-4:15pm

ADORATION: (in the Chapel)
Monday: 9:00am-10:00pm
Tuesday: 9:00am-10pm
Wednesday: 10:00am-10:00pm
Thursday: 9:00am-10:00pm
Friday: 9:00am-Noon

PARISH: 280 N. Race Street; Middletown, PA 17057
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EGG Production

To all current volunteers:
We begin rolling, dipping and bagging on
Monday January 19", 2026
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Monday: 8:30am-11:30am
Tuesday: 8:30am-11:30am
12:00-4:00pm
Wednesday: 8:30am-11:30am
12:00-2:30pm
Thursday: 8:30am-11:30am
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NEW volunteers are welcome to join us!
Please email Lisa Fortunato
@Ifortunato@ssbvm.org or leave a message with
the parish office @ 717-944-3133.
et

Discover additional ways to help:

717-944-3133 Phone | 717-944-1170 Fax | ssbvm.org

RECTORY HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm, Friday 9:00am-1:00pm




A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

During Christmas, we celebrate so many Feast Days: The Holy Family; Mary, Mother of God; Epiphany; and several Saints Feast Days.
Today is another: The Baptism of Our Lord!

Today is actually a day of Ordinary Time, and not the Christmas season, but this Feast Day of Jesus’ baptism means we hold off on Ordi-
nary Time for one more day. We have this Feast on the first Sunday of Ordinary Time because this was the event that kicked off Jesus’
three years of public ministry.

Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River, at a place that is near Jericho, the ancient city in the Bible that Israel invaded by blowing horns
and the city walls came tumbling down.

Jericho is now in the West Bank, which is a Palestinian-controlled territory in Israel. The location of Jesus’ baptism is also on the Jordan
River, and on the other bank of the river is the country of Jordan.

Here is a picture of the site of Jesus’ baptism, on the river. The river is not wide AT
~ ALL. It’s not even as wide as the Swatara Creek!

8 | think I have spoken before that, when I was visiting the awesome site, there were
d guards on the Jordan side that were holding machine guns.

This is a very tense territory. There are so many competing interests. It seems like this
would not be in the spirit of what Jesus’ baptism represents, which is Peace and For-
giveness.

1 But we have to remember that Jesus entered a world that was divided, and even at His
| baptism, there were people there who did not like John the Baptist (and he called
them out!). There was division then, and there is division now.

But that didn’t stop Jesus from being present in the messiness, in the division, in the war. Jesus entered right into it. Just like today, He
enters with His Divinity, His Holiness, His Mercy, into the disasters of our world today, whether that is in our own lives, our families,
our parish, our country or world.

The presence of division and war does not mean He is not here. It just means that we make a mess of what we’ve been given, no matter
the century or day. It does mean that He is always present, and desires for us to recognize His presence in the disasters of our day. Do we
run for Him, do we seek Him out, or ignore Him (as the leaders of Jesus’ day did)?

Happy Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord, and may it re-ignite our desire to allow Jesus to change us from our unsettledness to His Peace,
just as He did on the day of our baptism!

A Steeler blessing?
After the Steelers/Ravens game, in which the Steelers won in a crazy fashion, you may have seen
that a priest blessed the field with Holy Water before the game. Here’s a photo of him doing it:

The announcer said that the priest blessed just that end zone (where the Steelers eventually won the
game). St. Vincent College, where he lives, wrote that Father Max and the other priests there al-
ways bless the field before every game, asking God for the safety of the players of both teams.

It just so happens that the Steelers won! Does that mean the blessing worked? Well, for me as a
Steeler fan, yes! But God is glorified when we live to our fullest. Our God is with the winners and
the losers, as attested by the Ravens kicker, who missed the game-winning field goal. He said after
the game that he knows that “God’s got his back,” no matter what! How true! God bless you!

Fr. Sahd
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Ed MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026
The Baptism of the Lord

8:.00am  +Andrew and Helen Hyduk
10:30 am Our Parish Family
6:00 pm  +Ann Savidge

MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2026
8:00 am +Charles Cole

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2026 St. Hilary
8:00am  +Anthony Horney

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2026
8:30 am +Lawrence Gustin

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 2026
5:15 pm - 5:50 pm CONFESSION
6:00 pm  +Vince Varankar

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 2026
8:00am  +Art Gutierrez

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 2026 St. Anthony
715 am -7:50 am  CONFESSION

8:00 am +Gene DeCamp

3:30 pm - 415 pm CONFESSION

4:30 pm +Richard Ste. Marie

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2026
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am  +Mario Corradi
10:30 am  +William Arch

6:00 pm  Our Parish Family

DAILY READINGS

Sun. Jan 11 Isa 42:1-4,6-7 (21ABC) / Acts 10:34-38 /Matt
3:13-17 (21A)

Mon. Jan 12 1Sam 1:1-8 / Mark 1:14-20

Tue. Jan 13 1Sam 1:9-20 / Mark 1:21-28

Wed. Jan 14 1 Sam 3:1-10,19-20 / Mark 1:29-39

Thu. Jan 15 1Sam 4:1-11 / Mark 1:40-45

Fri. Jan 16 1 Sam 8:4-7, 10-22a / Mark 2:1-12

Sat. Jan. 17 1 Sam 9:1-4, 17-19, 10:1 / Mark 2:13-17

Sun. Jan 18 Isa 49:3,5-6(64) / 1 Cor 1:1-3 / John 1:29-34

&5  Altar Flowers may be placed in the

sanctuary for special occasions or in memory
of a loved one.

For more details call Deborah Breon at
717-986-1959.
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SUNDAY OFFERING

December 28, 2025 January 4, 2026

Sunday Giving  $17,688.00 $15,027.00
Online Giving  $ 4,480.00 $ 6,601.25
Total $22,168.00 $21,628.25

Christmas Collection $51,142.00
Flower Collection $ 2,906.00

& THIS WEEK @ SSBVM

Scan for Online Giving

SUNDAY JANUARY 11

9:15am  Religious Education

10:30 am  Parish Playroom  Church Basement
1:00 pm Little Dribblers ~ Gym

MONDAY JANUARY 12

6:00 pm  Legion of Mary

7:00 pm  JV Girls Basketball ~ Gym

TUESDAY JANUARY 13

5:00 pm  Novice Boys Basketball Gym

6:00 pm  Varsity Boys Basketball Gym

6:00 pm  Senior Ministry Meeting Drexel Room
7:00 pm  Scouts Cafeteria

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 14

5:00 pm  Novice Girls Basketball Gym

6:00 pm  JV Girls Basketball Gym

6:15 pm  Off the Streets  Library

6:30 pm  Choir Practice

7:00 pm  Varsity Girls Basketball Gym

THURSDAY JANUARY 15

8:30am  Church Cleaners Team #4
5:30 pm  Novice Girls Basketball ~Gym
6:30 pm  OCIA Library

7:00 pm  Varsity Boys Basketball Gym
FRIDAY  JANUARY 16

5:30 pm  Novice Boys Basketball Gym

SATURDAY JANUARY 17
10:00 am  Women of Grace
4:30 pm  CCW Bake Sale

Art Room
Narthex

SUNDAY
8:00 am

JANUARY 18
CCW Bake Sale  Narthex
(after all Masses)
Religious Education
Parish Playroom  Church Basement
Little Dribblers  Gym

9:15 am
10:30 am
1:00 pm

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of
Jim Benson
June Finch
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



gE=— Remember Our Military In Our Prayers
——— We would like to keep our parishioners and loved ones on
active military in our thoughts and prayers. Please provide
the following information & call the parish office.
RANK NAME BRANCH
MAIJ Sam Herbert Army
GYSGT Brendon J. Parkhill Marines
Mackenzie Mehalick Navy
Ist Lt. Luke Mrakovich Marines
Sgt. Corbin Stetler ARNG
AGl1 Stephen Boyland Navy
CPT Noah Bamert Army
CPT Andrew T. Lavelle Army
Ist Lt. Mark E. Lavelle Army
Ist Lt. Phillip Bertovic Army
Lt Col Todd Campbell Air Force
CPT Edward C. Stene USAR
Ist Lt Nicholas Campbell Marines
TSgt. Brittany MacBlane USAF )
ACI Trey Kephart USAF (> Mall' photo (Wlth permission to reproduce, if
MGST Daniel Brought Marines % applicable) with check to:
AlC Nicolas A. Corradi USAF
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Authentic Iemininity or suchatine s i Fsthr 4

arlsh Rosary Makmg
‘Jom us to make Rosaries for the Missions in the school
] ‘Art room., Sunday, January 25 anytime from 11:30AM to
Study begins Saturday, January 17, 2026 from 10:00 a.m. to .xiOOPM if you make two for the Missions, you can

12:00 p.m. at Seven Sorrows Catholic Church in Middletown - make one for yourself! Adults are welcome.
for Five Saturdays (also January 24, January 31, February 14,

and February 21. COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN

Study includes weekly video; cost of book $15.95. Purchase
book prior to the first meeting.

MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY

I-Ié:pe is about taking action. SENIOR MINISTRY

PP
‘tl ike motivation; We need fﬁ , .. T SIGNUPS IN NARTHEX for inner at Gilligan's - Now
| start practicing it before we N _ through Sunday, January 11. Join our New Year Celebration
"’ . . 2026 at Gilligan's Bar & Grill, Eisenhower Boulevard, on Janu-
jﬁd“ally start feellng ity ary 24, at 6 pm, after Saturday Evening Mass. Details available
- g ) - on signup table in Narthex.

SENIOR MINISTRY COMMITTEE MEETINGS - January
13, 2026, at 6 pm in the Drexel Room.

HOLY MASS & GAME NIGHT - January 22 Thursday
Evenmg Mass at-6 pm & Game Night immediately following in
the Upper School Cafeteria, weather permitting. Bring some
snacki_ t_@-;sh & your favorite soft drink to enJ(I)y'lll‘

EGG Season 2026
Thank you for your donations of 40 & 480z Jif Creamy
PB Goal: 1000 To Date: 375

* - et

lew this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



RAISING DISCIPLES

Religious Education ssbvm.org/Education SSBVM Catholic School Sevensorrowsschool.com
Coordinator - Lisa Fortunato Ifortunato@ssbvm.org Principal - Angela Warner  awarner@ssbvm.org

RAISING DISCIPLES:
01/11/26 - Class & 7th Gr. Student Mass

01/12/26 - 1st Communion Quilt Square due

01/17/26 - Jr. High Youth Ministry event - Paramount Sports
01/18/26 - No Class

01/25/26 - Class

Support the Heart of Mary Fund

The Heart of Mary Fund helps Seven
Sorrows BVM School provide tuition
assistance,  improve  academic
programs, and enhance the spiritual
and educational experience for every 1

student. Your generosity directly To make a gift, scan the QR code or visit

Scan to nominate a Seven

strengthens our parish school and 59“9“50"0“?S;hw'-f°m and click Sarrows alumni for the 2026

supports families who desire a nate. Sl s B - SR,

Caliﬁclic Wi Thank you for investing in the future of Distinguished Graduate Award
’ our children!

or Email awarnerigsshbvm.org

RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS

"You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased." (Matthew 3:17)

® God's delight in His Son mirrors the joy He takes in those who follow His call. As a child of
" God, He desires what is best for you. Take time this week to pray and listen for His guidance in
how He wants you to serve Him. ] ;

Talk to Father Sahd or reach out to Father Weaver at the Vocations Office at Friweaver@hbgdiocese.org
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The Businesses listed make this bulletin possibile.

Please support them when you can.
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Diocesan is proud to be printing

M Seven Seviews of the Blessed Vingin
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You are invited to help support our Parish!
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For opportunities to advertise, please call 800-233-8200.

17.944.7015

Zachary E. Matinchek
Owner, Supervisor, Parishioner
zac@matinchekfh.com

717.944.7024 (fax)

Frank E. Matinchek
Founder, Parishioner

Funeral Home and Cremation Services, Inc.

www.matinchekanddaughterfuneralhome.com

Family Owned & Operated Since 1961

260 E. Main St. Middletown, PA 17057

Locally Owned Since 1959

Crystal Pools, Inc.

ey el

Foggy Window? Need a Mirror?
Custom Glass Job?
Etching for a Special Occasion?

Rnights of Columbus|  NOLL
Msizflm;"fha FINANCIAL
SERVICES

Zeisz  Middletown, PA
%Y 944-3133

kofc3501@sevensorrows.org

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

.Richa rd
Gutknecht | 717-939-0968

NollFinancialServices.com

Tim Noll CLU-ChFC
Tami N Russo CPA-CFP

Comprehensive
Financial Planning
Investment Management
Long Term Care

Life Insurance

=4 7
| AvsP POOLS ¢ SPAS » ACCESSORIES @
www.crystalpoolsinc.com
Proudly Serving Central PA Since1964

4175 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022
717-534-1837

(Call

Timel> Mid Penn Glass!

717-575-2156
Mount Joy, Pa

Find Our Ad at
KarnsFoods.com

Joette M. Swartz, Realtor
Parishioner

RE/MAX Realty Select
Em Office: (717) 526-4300

' Cell: (717) 319-4152
Abine RVMN

¥ Crowdl

® -]J;DRR]SBL-’RG

ASSOCIATES

+ Cataract Surgery
NOW ACCEPTING .
+ Ophthalmology 4

7
[~
Medical and Surgical Di Seslofithie Eye

m’e. Acl:cept LESH 4700 Union Deposit Road, Suite 220, Harrisburg, PA 17111
CIEBUEEELEEEY Phone (717) 695-6326 + Fax (717) 695-6908 * www.harrisburgeyes.com
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Diabetic Eye Exams @&
* Macular Degeneration

* Glaucoma Treatment @

MIDDLETOWN TIRE & ALIGNMENT
33 R Market St., Middletown

@ 717-944-1925 @

JN

Jacqueline A. Kelly, Esq., CELA
(717) 731-9600

Cell: (717) 649-1079
i-kelly@hhgllp.com

Estate Planning
Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney
Living Wills, Elder Law
Estate/Trust Administration

HEATING - AIR CONDITIONING - PLUMBING
WELL PUMPS - WATER TREATMENT

M-F 7:30am-4:00pm
Emergency calls answered by employees 24/7

d - NOW

117-944-0132 - infoc@erlighty.com
PARISHIONERS

WHY CHOOSE US?
Trust us to provide reliable, efficient, and

Billy Stone, Owner
Seven Sorrows ‘89 Graduate

dLetgour?
i SKORGHING

2.¢/¢ Shine!

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

sustainable solutions for your home or business.

From heating and cooling to plumbing and
water systems, we ensure your peace of
mind and satisfaction at every step.
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